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Worksheet 3: Decomposition Reactions – A ScienceGeek Guide

Welcome to the third installment in our ScienceGeek worksheet series! In this article, we dive deep into the

fascinating world of decomposition reactions. Whether you’re a high school chemistry student, a curious educator,

or simply someone who loves the science behind everyday phenomena, this guide will help you master the

concepts, solve real �world problems, and create engaging lesson plans.
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What Are Decomposition Reactions?

In chemistry, a decomposition reactionis a type of chemical reaction where a single reactant breaks down into

two or more products. The general form can be written as:

AB !’ A + B

Unlike synthesis reactions, where multiple reactants combine to form a single product, decomposition reactions

involve the splitting of a compound. This process often requires an input of energy, such as heat, light, or electricity,

to overcome the activation barrier.

Key Characteristics of Decomposition Reactions

Energy Requirements

Decomposition reactions are typically endothermic. They absorb energy from their surroundings, which can be

supplied as heat (thermal decomposition), light (photolysis), or electrical energy (electrolysis). The energy input is

crucial for breaking the bonds within the reactant molecule.

Products are Usually Simpler Compounds

Because the reactant is a single entity, the products are often simpler or more elemental. For example, the

decomposition of hydrogen peroxide (H ‚O ‚) yields water (H ‚O) and oxygen gas (O ‚).

Often Reversible?

While many decomposition reactions are not readily reversible, some can be driven backward under different

conditions. For instance, the decomposition of calcium carbonate (CaCO ƒ) into calcium oxide (CaO) and carbon



dioxide (CO ‚) can be reversed by re �introducing CO ‚ and water to reform CaCO ƒ in a process known as carbonation.

Role in Industrial Processes

Decomposition reactions are fundamental to many industrial operations, such as the production of ammonia via the

Haber process, the generation of hydrogen from water electrolysis, and the decomposition of coal tar into useful

chemicals.

Common Examples in Everyday Life

•  Cooking: When you bake bread, the yeast ferments sugars, producing carbon dioxide and ethanol, which 

cause the dough to rise. This is a decomposition-like process where complex sugars break down into simpler 

gases.

•  Battery Function: In alkaline batteries, zinc metal reacts with manganese dioxide, breaking down into zinc 

oxide and manganese dioxide, releasing electrons that power devices.

•  Cleaning Products: Household bleach contains sodium hypochlorite (NaOCl). When it decomposes, it 

releases oxygen gas, which helps to disinfect surfaces.

•  Decomposition of Food: Spoiled food often releases gases like methane and hydrogen sulfide, indicating 

microbial decomposition of complex organic matter.

•  Water Splitting: Electrolysis of water produces hydrogen gas and oxygen gas, a classic decomposition 

reaction that is key to hydrogen fuel cell technology.

Laboratory Demonstrations and Safety Tips

Demo 1: Decomposition of Hydrogen Peroxide

Materials: 3% hydrogen peroxide solution, potassium iodide catalyst, clear container, safety goggles, lab coat.

1.  Place the container on a stable surface.

2.  Add a few drops of potassium iodide to the hydrogen peroxide.

3.  Observe the vigorous bubbling as oxygen gas is released.

Safety Note: Hydrogen peroxide can irritate skin and eyes. Wear goggles and gloves. Avoid inhalation of vapors.

Demo 2: Decomposition of Calcium Carbonate

Materials: Calcium carbonate (e.g., limestone), concentrated hydrochloric acid, heat source.

1.  Heat a sample of calcium carbonate gently.

2.  Add a small amount of dilute hydrochloric acid.

3.  Observe the release of carbon dioxide gas (bubbling).

Safety Note: Handle acids with care. Use a fume hood or well �ventilated area to avoid inhalation of fumes.

Worksheet 3: Practice Problems & Solutions

Problem Set 1: Balancing Decomposition Equations

Balance the following decomposition reactions:

1.  NaClO ƒ !’ NaCl + O ‚

2.  CaCO ƒ !’ CaO + CO ‚

3.  K ‚SO „ !’ K ‚O + SO ƒ

Solutions:



1.  2 NaClO ƒ !’ 2 NaCl + 3 O ‚

2.  CaCO ƒ !’ CaO + CO ‚

3.  K ‚SO „ !’ K ‚O + SO ƒ

Problem Set 2: Identifying Decomposition Reactions

Determine whether the following reactions are decomposition reactions:

1.  2 H ‚ + O ‚ !’ 2 H ‚O

2.  Mg + 2 HCl !’ MgCl ‚ + H ‚

3.  CaCl ‚ !’ CaCl + Cl

Answers:

1.  No – this is a synthesis reaction.

2.  No – this is a single �replacement reaction.

3.  Yes – this is a decomposition reaction.

Problem Set 3: Energy Profiles

Draw an energy profile diagram for the decomposition of calcium carbonate. Label the reactants, products,

activation energy, and the overall energy change.

Solution Summary:The diagram should show a rise in energy as the reactants absorb heat (activation energy),

followed by a drop as the products form, indicating an endothermic process.

Teaching Strategies for Decomposition Reactions

Use Real �World Contexts

Students often find abstract equations intimidating. By linking decomposition reactions to everyday phenomena—

such as the rusting of iron, the decomposition of organic waste, or the operation of a car battery—you make the

content relatable and memorable.

Incorporate Visual Aids

Energy diagrams, reaction mechanism animations, and real �time lab videos help students visualize the process. 

Use tools like ChemDraw or PhET simulations to create interactive models.

Encourage Inquiry �Based Learning

Pose open �ended questions: “What happens if we increase the temperature?” or “How does the presence of a

catalyst affect the rate?” Allow students to design experiments and record observations, fostering critical thinking.

Integrate Technology

Leverage online platforms such as Google Classroom or Edmodoto distribute worksheets, collect responses,

and provide instant feedback. Use QR codes linking to supplementary videos or interactive quizzes.

Differentiate Instruction

Offer tiered tasks: basic balancing for beginners, mechanism analysis for advanced students, and interdisciplinary

projects for those interested in environmental science or chemical engineering.

Assessment Ideas and Rubrics

To evaluate mastery of decomposition reactions, consider the following assessment formats:



•  Formative Quiz: Short multiple �choice questions covering definitions, examples, and energy concepts.

•  Lab Report: Students design and execute a decomposition experiment, record data, and analyze results.

•  Project �Based Assessment: Create a poster or digital presentation explaining a real �world decomposition 

process, such as the breakdown of plastics.

•  Peer Review: Students critique each other’s lab reports, focusing on clarity, accuracy, and safety 

considerations.

Sample Rubric



Criteria Excellent (4) Good (3) Fair (2) Poor (1)

Accuracy of 
Balanced Equation

All equations are 
correctly balanced.

Minor errors in 
balancing.

Multiple errors. Equation incorrect.

Explanation of 
Energy Changes

Clear, accurate 
explanation.

Generally correct 
with minor omissions.

Some 
misunderstandings.

Incorrect or missing 
explanation.

Lab Safety Practices All safety protocols 
followed.

Minor lapses. Several safety 
issues.

Safety ignored.

Presentation Quality Professional, 
engaging, and 
well �structured.

Good organization 
and clarity.

Basic organization. Unclear or 
disorganized.

Further Reading and Resources

•  Textbooks: “Chemistry: The Central Science” by Brown et al., “General Chemistry” by Petrucci, “Chemistry: A 

Molecular Approach” by Atkins.

•  Websites: Khan Academy Chemistry, PhET Simulations, ScienceGeek Resources.

•  Videos: “Decomposition Reactions Explained” on YouTube by CrashCourse Chemistry; “How to Safely 

Perform a Lab Demo” by SciShow.

•  Apps: ChemDoodle, ChemSketch for drawing molecules; Labster for virtual labs.

Conclusion

Decomposition reactions are a cornerstone of chemistry, bridging the gap between theoretical concepts and

real �world applications. By mastering the fundamentals—energy requirements, product formation, and laboratory

techniques—you equip yourself to tackle complex problems in science and engineering. The ScienceGeek

worksheet series provides a structured, engaging pathway to deepen your understanding and inspire curiosity.

Armed with the practice problems, teaching strategies, and assessment tools outlined above, you’re ready to

explore the dynamic world of decomposition reactions. Whether you’re a student aiming for academic excellence, a

teacher designing interactive lessons, or a lifelong learner fascinated by the chemical transformations around us,

this guide offers the knowledge and resources to succeed.

Happy experimenting, and remember: every reaction is a story waiting to be told.
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