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Wizard of Oz TV Guide: Your Ultimate Resource

When you think of classic television, a few timeless titles come to mind. Among them, the 1939 film adaptation of L. 

Frank Baum’s beloved novel, The Wizard of Oz, stands out as a cultural touchstone that has been broadcast on 

television for generations. Whether you are a nostalgic viewer who grew up watching the Emerald City on Saturday 

morning, a film scholar researching the evolution of television syndication, or simply a curious fan looking for the 

best way to re �experience the story, this Wizard of Oz TV guidewill walk you through every broadcast milestone,

episode breakdown, and streaming option you need to know.

Why the Wizard of Oz Continues to Captivate TV Audiences

Since its first theatrical release, the film has maintained an enduring appeal. Its blend of fantasy, music, and moral

lessons resonates across ages. Television, with its wide reach, has amplified that reach, turning the film into a

seasonal staple. From the early days of black �and �white broadcasts to today’s high �definition streaming platforms, the

Wizard’s journey through the airwaves mirrors the technological and cultural shifts in media consumption.

Television networks have repeatedly leveraged the film’s popularity to boost viewership during key periods. For 

instance, the holiday season, the fall television lineup, and even special anniversary broadcasts have all featured 

the Wizard as a centerpiece. These strategic placements have kept the movie relevant and introduced it to new 

audiences, ensuring its place on every Wizard of Oz TV guide  for decades.

The Golden Age of Wizard of Oz Broadcasts

Early Syndication and the Rise of Cable

In the 1950s and 1960s, the film was a mainstay of local television stations. It was often shown in a two �hour slot,

sometimes with a live host introducing the story and adding commentary. These broadcasts were typically

scheduled on Sunday afternoons, aligning with family viewing habits. The film’s universal themes made it an ideal

choice for stations looking to attract broad demographics.

With the advent of cable television in the 1980s, the Wizard found new life on channels dedicated to classic movies. 

The Film Channel, for example, would air the film every Sunday at 2 /p.m., while Hallmark Movies & Mysterieswould

feature it during holiday specials. Cable’s 24 �hour programming model meant that the film could be screened

multiple times a day, giving viewers more flexibility.

The Role of Public Broadcasting

Public television networks such as PBS and the National Educational Television (NET) also played a pivotal role in

keeping the Wizard on the airwaves. These networks often paired the film with educational segments, discussing

themes such as courage, friendship, and self �discovery. In 1995, PBS aired a special episode titled “The Wizard of

Oz: The Making of a Classic,” which included behind �the �scenes footage and interviews with surviving cast members.

Season �by �Season Breakdown: How the Wizard Is Structured on TV

While the Wizard of Oz is a single feature film, television broadcasters sometimes split the story into multiple parts



for programming convenience. Below is a common episode structure used by many networks, especially during

marathon events.

1.  Episode 1 – The Scarecrow’s Journey (15 /min)

Opening montage of Kansas and Dorothy’s arrival at the farm.

2.  The tornado and the arrival of the Wizard’s minions.

3.  Scarecrow’s introduction and his first request for a brain.

•  The Tin Man’s backstory and his desire for a heart.

•  The trio’s first encounter with the Wicked Witch of the West.

•  Introduction of the iconic song “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”

•  The Lion’s fear of lions and his wish for courage.

•  The journey through the forest and the introduction of the Emerald City.

•  Cliffhanger: The arrival of the Wizard’s stagecoach.

•  The confrontation with the Wicked Witch.

•  The revelation of the Wizard’s true identity.

•  Resolution and Dorothy’s return to Kansas.

These segmented broadcasts allow networks to fit the Wizard into their scheduling grid while giving viewers a fresh

viewing experience each episode. Some broadcasters even add commentary tracks or interactive features to

enhance the marathon.

Where to Watch Wizard of Oz Today: Streaming and Broadcast Options

Streaming Platforms

In the age of on-demand viewing, the Wizard of Oz is readily available on several major platforms:

•  Amazon Prime Video – The film can be rented or purchased in HD, with options for 4K Ultra HD on certain 

devices.

•  Disney+ (in select regions) – A few countries have the Wizard as part of Disney’s classic movie library.

•  Hulu – Available for streaming as part of the Hulu subscription, with the option to add the film to a personal 

watchlist.

•  Apple iTunes – Offers both rental and purchase options, with subtitles in multiple languages.

These platforms provide the convenience of watching the Wizard at any time, with the flexibility to pause, rewind, or

skip scenes. Additionally, many of these services offer companion apps that include trivia, behind �the �scenes

footage, and interactive quizzes.

Broadcast Television

For those who prefer traditional TV, the Wizard of Oz remains a frequent feature on several networks. Below is a

quick reference guide to common broadcast times:

•  Hallmark Movies & Mysteries – Sunday afternoons at 1 /p.m. during the holiday season.

•  Lifetime – Thursday evenings at 8 /p.m. for “Movie Night.”

•  HBO Max (TV �Syndicated) – Occasionally included in “Classic Film Friday” lineups.

•  Local PBS affiliates – Weekend morning slots, often paired with educational segments.

These broadcasts are typically free-to-air, making them accessible to a wide audience. Checking your local TV

guide or the network’s website can help you find the exact broadcast time.



DVD and Blu �Ray Collections

If you prefer physical media, the Wizard of Oz is available in several editions:

•  DVD – “The Wizard of Oz: 80th Anniversary Edition” – Includes the original film, deleted scenes, and a 

documentary.

•  Blu �Ray – “The Wizard of Oz: Director’s Cut” – Features remastered audio and high-definition visuals.

•  Collector’s Box Set – “The Wizard of Oz: Complete Collection” – Contains the film, a companion book, and a 

poster.

These editions often come with bonus features such as audio commentaries, interviews with cast members, and

behind �the �scenes footage, enriching the viewing experience.

Related Shows and Spin �Offs to Explore

While the original film remains a classic, the Wizard of Oz universe has expanded over the years through television 

series, specials, and adaptations. Below are a few highlights you might want to add to your Wizard of Oz TV guide .

•  “The Wizard of Oz” (1987 TV Series) – A live �action adaptation that aired on NBC, featuring a new storyline 

set in a modern-day Kansas.

•  “Emerald City” (2017–2018) – An Amazon Prime original series that reimagines the land of Oz in a dark, 

contemporary setting.

•  “Oz the Great and Powerful” (2013) – A Disney film that serves as a pre �quel, offering a fresh take on Oz’s 

origins.

•  “The Wiz” (1978) – A musical adaptation that was later adapted for television in a 1985 special.

•  “Wizard of Oz: The Musical” (2013) – A Broadway production recorded and broadcast on PBS.

Each of these shows brings a unique perspective to the Oz mythos, expanding on characters, themes, and

settings. They provide additional content for fans who want to dive deeper into the world beyond the original film.

Frequently Asked Questions About Wizard of Oz on TV

1. How often is the Wizard of Oz broadcast on television?

Broadcast frequency varies by network and region. Major networks like Hallmark and Lifetime often air the film

during the holiday season, while local PBS affiliates may schedule it on weekends. Checking your local TV guide or

the network’s website will give you the most accurate schedule.

2. Is the Wizard of Oz available in 4K?

Yes, several streaming platforms offer the film in 4K Ultra HD. Amazon Prime Video, for instance, provides a 4K

version that can be streamed on compatible devices. DVD and Blu �Ray editions also exist in high definition.

3. Are there any special features or commentaries available?

Many editions, both digital and physical, include bonus content. Look for versions that offer director’s

commentaries, deleted scenes, or behind �the �scenes documentaries. These features are often highlighted in the

product description.

4. Can I watch the Wizard of Oz for free?

Yes, the film is regularly aired on free-to-air television networks. Additionally, some streaming platforms offer free

trials that allow you to watch the film without a subscription.

5. Where can I find a complete episode guide for a Wizard of Oz TV marathon?



Most broadcasters publish a detailed episode breakdown on their websites or through their mobile apps. You can

also find fan �made guides that outline episode times, key scenes, and trivia.

Conclusion

The Wizard of Oz has
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