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Who Starred in Single White Female? A Deep Dive into the 1992 Thriller’s 
Cast

When you hear the phrase “Single White Female,” most people instantly think of a tense, psychological thriller that 

kept audiences on the edge of their seats in the early 1990s. Directed by Barbet Schroeder, the film is best 

remembered for its gripping storyline, chilling atmosphere, and the powerful performances that brought the 

characters to life. In this article, we’ll explore who starred in Single White Female, delve into the backgrounds of the

leading actors, examine the supporting cast, and discuss how their performances contributed to the film’s enduring

legacy.

Background: The Making of a 1990s Thriller

Released on January 16, 1992, Single White Female was a low-budget production that quickly rose to cult status. 

The screenplay, written by Steven R. Schindler, was adapted from the novel White Girl, White Lies by James L. 

Thomas. Barbet Schroeder, known for his stylish direction in films like La Femme Nikita, brought a distinct visual

flair to the movie, blending psychological suspense with a realistic portrayal of domestic life.

Despite its modest budget, the film’s success was largely due to its cast. The lead roles were played by two of

Hollywood’s most promising talents at the time: Bridget Fonda and Jennifer Jason Leigh. Their contrasting

portrayals of a roommate and a stalker created a dynamic that kept viewers captivated from start to finish.

Bridget Fonda: The Calm and Composed Protagonist

Early Career and Rise to Fame

Bridget Fonda, daughter of legendary actor Robert Fonda, began her acting career in the late 1980s. With early 

appearances in The Big Chill (1983) and Valley of the Dolls (1998), she quickly gained recognition for her natural, 

understated performances. By the time she was cast in Single White Female, Fonda had already established

herself as a rising star in Hollywood.

Character Analysis: Allison

In the film, Fonda portrays Allison, a young, single woman who rents a room in a New York City apartment. Allison’s

character is a blend of vulnerability and determination. She’s a writer, struggling with her own insecurities, and the

film’s narrative centers around her growing unease as a new roommate moves in. Fonda’s performance is marked

by subtle facial expressions and a quiet intensity that makes Allison’s fear feel real.

Impact on the Film’s Reception

Fonda’s portrayal earned her critical acclaim, with reviewers praising her ability to convey complex emotions

without relying on melodrama. Her performance helped anchor the film, providing a counterbalance to Jennifer

Jason Leigh’s over-the-top villainy. Critics noted that Fonda’s calm demeanor made the psychological thriller feel

grounded, enhancing the overall tension.

Jennifer Jason Leigh: The Unsettling Antagonist



Career Highlights Before 1992

By the early 1990s, Jennifer Jason Leigh had already made a name for herself with roles in Fast Times at 

Ridgemont High (1982) and Jackie Brown (1997). Her talent for portraying complex, often troubled characters 

made her a natural fit for the role of Lisa in Single White Female.

Character Analysis: Lisa

Lisa, played by Leigh, is a former roommate of Allison who returns with a twisted desire to assume her identity.

Leigh’s performance is intense, capturing the character’s obsessive behavior and psychological instability. Her

ability to oscillate between charming friendliness and menacing threat creates a chilling atmosphere that defines

the film’s core conflict.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

Leigh’s portrayal earned her a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress. Critics lauded her

for bringing depth to a character that could have easily become a cliché. Her performance is often cited as one of

the defining moments of the early ’90s psychological thrillers.

Supporting Cast: Adding Layers to the Narrative

Tom Skerritt as Paul

Tom Skerritt, known for his roles in Alien and Top Gun, plays Paul, Allison’s landlord. Skerritt’s calm presence

provides a grounding force in the film’s tense atmosphere. His character offers a subtle commentary on the

vulnerability of young adults navigating city life.

John Stamos as Alex

John Stamos, who would later become a household name through Full House, appears in a minor but memorable

role as Alex, a friend of Allison’s. Stamos brings a light-hearted touch to the film, offering brief moments of levity

that contrast sharply with the main narrative’s tension.

Glynis Johns as Mrs. Wilkes

Veteran actress Glynis Johns portrays Mrs. Wilkes, a neighbor who provides crucial information about Lisa’s past.

Johns’ seasoned performance adds a layer of realism, reminding viewers that the film’s events are grounded in

everyday life.

Additional Notable Appearances

•  Ralph Macchio – A brief cameo as a neighbor.

•  John C. Reilly – Small role as a barista.

•  Marjorie Main – Portrays an elderly neighbor.

Production Details: Behind the Scenes

Filming Locations

The film was shot primarily in New York City, with many scenes filmed in the iconic apartment building at 30 West

23rd Street. The setting played a crucial role in establishing the claustrophobic tension that defines the movie.

Budget and Box Office Performance

With a modest budget of around $2.5 million, Single White Femalegrossed over $36 million worldwide. Its success

demonstrated that a strong script and compelling performances could drive a thriller’s profitability, even without a



massive budget.

Music and Sound Design

Composer Paul Buckmaster provided a haunting score that complemented the film’s suspenseful tone. The use of

minimalistic motifs heightened the sense of dread, particularly during Lisa’s stalking scenes.

Critical Reception: Reviews and Legacy

Initial Reviews

Upon release, the film received mixed to positive reviews. Critics praised the performances of Fonda and Leigh but

noted that the plot occasionally felt formulaic. Rotten Tomatoes reports a 63% approval rating, while Metacritic

gives it a score of 65/100.

Audience Response

Audience reception was largely enthusiastic. Viewers appreciated the psychological depth and the film’s realistic

portrayal of domestic life. The film’s cult status grew over the years, especially among fans of 1990s thrillers.

Long-Term Impact

Today, Single White Female is considered a classic of the psychological thriller genre. Its influence can be seen in 

later films such as Black Swan and Gone Girl, which also explore the blurred lines between identity and obsession.

Why the Cast Matters: Analyzing Their Contributions

Understanding who starred in Single White Femaleis essential to appreciating the film’s lasting appeal. Each actor

brought a unique dynamic that amplified the narrative’s tension:

1.  Bridget Fonda – Her understated performance grounded the story in reality, making the stakes feel personal.

2.  Jennifer Jason Leigh – Her intense portrayal of Lisa created an unforgettable antagonist that kept audiences 

on edge.

3.  Tom Skerritt – Provided a steady, reassuring presence that countered the film’s escalating anxiety.

4.  John Stamos – Injected brief comedic relief, offering viewers a necessary emotional break.

5.  Glynis Johns – Added depth to the setting, reinforcing the film’s realistic backdrop.

Collectively, the cast’s synergy produced a film that remains a staple in discussions of early 1990s psychological

thrillers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of Single White Female?

The story follows Allison, a writer who rents a room to Lisa, a former roommate. As Lisa becomes increasingly

controlling, Allison realizes she may have to confront her own identity and safety.

Did the film win any awards?

Jennifer Jason Leigh received an Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress, but the film did not win

major awards.

How does the film reflect 1990s culture?

The film captures the anxieties of young adults living independently in urban environments, a common theme in

1990s cinema.



Can I watch the film on streaming platforms?

Availability varies by region. Check major platforms such as Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, or Hulu for the latest

options.

Is there a sequel?

No official sequel has been produced; however, the film’s influence persists in modern psychological thrillers.

Conclusion

Who starred in Single White Female? The answer lies in the powerful performances of Bridget Fonda and Jennifer 

Jason Leigh, supported by a talented ensemble that brought depth and authenticity to the film. Their combined 

talent not only propelled the movie to commercial success but also cemented its place in cinematic history. 

Whether you’re revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, the film’s compelling characters and tense 

narrative continue to resonate with audiences worldwide. The legacy of Single White Femaleendures, reminding us

that a well �crafted story, paired with exceptional performances, can transcend time and remain relevant for decades.
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