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Who Published Of Mice and Men? A Deep Dive into the Novel’s Publishing
History

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Menis one of the most celebrated works of American literature, known for its
poignant portrayal of friendship, loneliness, and the harsh realities of the Great Depression. Yet, for many readers,
the question “who published Of Mice and Men?” often arises as they seek the original edition or a trusted reprint.
This article explores the novel’'s publishing journey—from its debut in 1937 to its modern reissues—offering a
comprehensive overview of the publishers, editions, and legal context that shape how we experience this classic
today.

1.The Origins of Of Mice and Men

1.1 John Steinbeck’s Early Years

John Steinbeck, born in Salinas, California, in 1902, had already written several short stories and novels by the

mid 1930s. His experiences in the working class communities of California’s Central Valley deeply influenced his
storytelling. The 1930s were a tumultuous time, with the Great Depression reshaping American society. Steinbeck’s
narratives captured the struggles of ordinary people, and Of Mice and Menemerged as a powerful testament to
those hardships.

1.2 The Creation of a Classic

Steinbeck began drafting the novel in 1935, drawing inspiration from his own observations of itinerant workers. He
completed the manuscript in 1936, and it was ready for publication by the following year. The novel’s title, taken
from a line in Robert Burns’s poem “To a Mouse,” foreshadowed its themes of fragility and destiny. Though often
mistaken for a short story, Of Mice and Men is a full-length novel that spans 107 pages in its original edition.

2.Who Published Of Mice and Men? The First Edition

2.1 Penguin Books: The Original Publisher

The first edition of Of Mice and Men was published by Penguin Booksin 1937. Penguin, founded in 1935 by Allen
Lane, was rapidly establishing itself as a major force in affordable, high quality paperback publishing. The
company’s commitment to literary excellence and accessibility made it an ideal home for Steinbeck’s debut novel.

Penguin’s 1937 edition featured a simple, elegant cover—an early example of the publisher's minimalist aesthetic.
The book was printed in a modest 107 pages, with a plain black typeface and a small illustration of a mouse on the
front cover. The publisher’s imprint read “Penguin Books Ltd.”, marking the beginning of a long relationship between
Steinbeck and Penguin.

2.2 United States Publication

While Penguin was a British company, the novel was also released in the United States in the same year. The U.S.
edition was distributed by Penguin Books (US) and quickly gained popularity among American readers. The
simultaneous UK and U.S. releases ensured that Steinbeck’s work reached a wide audience, cementing its status
as a literary staple.



3.The Publishing Journey Through the Decades

3.1 The 1940s and 1950s: Reprints and Growing Popularity

Following its initial success, Of Mice and Menunderwent several reprints throughout the 1940s and 1950s. Penguin

continued to issue new editions, often with updated bindings and slightly revised typography. The novel's themes

resonated with readers during World War Il and the post war era, making it a perennial favorite in schools and
libraries.

3.2 The 1960s: Penguin Classics and Academic Recognition

In 1966, Penguin launched its Penguin Classics series, positioning Of Mice and Men
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