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Where is Copenhagen, Denmark on the Map?

When you think of the picturesque capital of Denmark, images of colorful Nyhavn harbor, the iconic Little Mermaid 

statue, and the historic Christiansborg Palace often come to mind. But for many travelers and geography 

enthusiasts, the first question that arises is simply: where is Copenhagen, Denmark on the map?This question

is more than a curiosity; it’s a gateway to understanding Denmark’s strategic position in Northern Europe, its

cultural crossroads, and the practicalities of planning a trip or study. In this guide, we’ll explore Copenhagen’s exact

location, its geographical context, how to pinpoint it on both digital and paper maps, and why its position matters to

residents, businesses, and visitors alike.

1. Geographical Overview of Denmark

1.1 The Danish Landscape

Denmark, a Scandinavian nation, is situated in the northern part of the European continent, occupying the Jutland

Peninsula and a myriad of islands. The country is bordered by Germany to the south, the North Sea to the west,

the Kattegat Sea to the north, and the Baltic Sea to the east. The overall shape of Denmark resembles an

elongated oval, with its northernmost point reaching into the icy waters of the Skagerrak Strait.

1.2 The Capital City: Copenhagen

Copenhagen is not only the political center but also the cultural and economic hub of Denmark. It sits on the

eastern coast of the island of Zealand (Sjælland), directly opposite the Danish capital of Roskilde and the city of

Hillerød. The capital’s location on the eastern shoreline gives it a strategic advantage, connecting it to both the sea

and the heartland of the country.

2. Latitude and Longitude: Pinpointing the Coordinates

2.1 The Exact Numbers

The most precise way to answer “where is Copenhagen, Denmark on the map” is to look at its latitude and 

longitude. Copenhagen is located at approximately 55.6761° N latitude and 12.5683° E longitude. These

coordinates place the city just north of the Tropic of Cancer, meaning it enjoys a temperate maritime climate with

mild summers and cool winters.

2.2 Interpreting the Coordinates

When you enter these numbers into a GPS device or an online map service, you’ll see Copenhagen centered on

the eastern coast of Zealand. The latitude (55.6761° N) indicates that Copenhagen lies roughly halfway between

the equator and the North Pole, while the longitude (12.5683° E) places it slightly east of the Prime Meridian, which

passes through Greenwich, England.

3. Copenhagen’s Position on the Map of Denmark

3.1 The Island of Zealand

Zealand is the largest island in Denmark, covering an area of about 7,031 square kilometers. Copenhagen



occupies the southeastern part of the island, with its city limits stretching from the coastal district of Christianshavn

in the north to the suburbs of Amager and Valby in the south.

3.2 Proximity to Major Danish Cities

•  Roskilde – Approximately 30 kilometers (19 miles) north of Copenhagen, known for its cathedral and the 

annual Roskilde Festival.

•  Hillerød – About 40 kilometers (25 miles) northwest, home to the magnificent Frederiksborg Castle.

•  Odense – Roughly 120 kilometers (75 miles) west, the birthplace of Hans Christian Andersen.

•  Aarhus – Around 180 kilometers (112 miles) north on the Jutland Peninsula, Denmark’s second-largest city.

3.3 Nearby Islands and Coastal Features

To the east of Copenhagen lies the Øresund Strait, a narrow waterway that separates Denmark from Sweden. The

Danish city of Malmö sits directly across the strait, connected to Copenhagen by the Øresund Bridge—a marvel of

engineering that also hosts the high-speed Øresund Train.

4. How to Find Copenhagen on a Physical Map

4.1 Using a World Map

On a standard world map, locate the Scandinavian Peninsula. Denmark is the country that sits below Norway and

Sweden, extending from the Jutland Peninsula into the Baltic Sea. Look for the island of Zealand, which appears as

a prominent landmass on the eastern side of Denmark. Copenhagen will be marked near the southern edge of

Zealand, often labeled as “Copen.”

4.2 Using a Denmark Map

When you zoom in on a Denmark-specific map, Copenhagen’s prominence is unmistakable. It is typically

highlighted in bold or with a distinctive symbol. The city’s districts—such as Indre By (inner city), Amager, and Valby

—are delineated, giving a clear picture of its urban layout.

4.3 Identifying Key Landmarks

•  Nyhavn – The iconic waterfront with its brightly colored houses.

•  Rosenborg Castle – Located in the city’s central park.

•  Christiansborg Palace – The seat of the Danish Parliament, situated on Slotsholmen island.

•  Amalienborg Palace – The residence of the Danish royal family.

5. Digital Tools for Finding Copenhagen

5.1 Google Maps

Enter “Copenhagen, Denmark” into the search bar, and the map will zoom in to the city’s central coordinates. You

can switch between satellite, terrain, and street view modes to explore the city’s geography in detail.

5.2 OpenStreetMap

OpenStreetMap offers a collaborative, open-source platform that provides detailed maps of Copenhagen, including

public transport lines, cycling paths, and pedestrian zones.

5.3 GIS Applications

Geographic Information System (GIS) software such as ArcGIS or QGIS can be used to analyze Copenhagen’s

spatial data, including elevation, land use, and demographic distribution.



6. Travel and Navigation Tips for Copenhagen

6.1 Public Transport Hub

Copenhagen’s central station (Københavns Hovedbanegård) is a major rail hub, connecting the city to regional and

national destinations. The metro system, including the Blue, Green, and Yellow lines, offers efficient access to

suburbs like Amager and Valby.

6.2 Bicycle-Friendly City

Copenhagen is renowned for its cycling culture. Dedicated bike lanes, bike-share programs, and the Copenhagen 

Cycle Path network make it easy to navigate the city on two wheels.

6.3 Driving Directions

From the airport (Københavns Lufthavn), the E20 motorway leads directly into the city center. The city’s ring roads

(Ring 1, Ring 2, and Ring 3) provide convenient routes for drivers.

7. Cultural Significance of Copenhagen’s Location

7.1 Maritime Heritage

Situated along the Baltic Sea, Copenhagen’s harbor has historically been a vital trade route. The city’s maritime

museums and naval history reflect its deep connection to the sea.

7.2 Political Center

As the seat of the Danish government, Copenhagen houses the Parliament (Folketinget), the Supreme Court,

and the Royal Palace, making its location central to national governance.

7.3 Economic Powerhouse

The city’s port, business districts, and technology hubs have positioned Copenhagen as a leading economic center

in Scandinavia.

8. Copenhagen’s Role in the European Union

Denmark joined the European Union in 1973, and Copenhagen has since been a focal point for EU policy

discussions. The city hosts numerous EU institutions and conferences, reinforcing its importance on the continent.

9. Environmental and Climate Considerations

9.1 Climate Overview

With a temperate maritime climate, Copenhagen experiences mild summers (average highs around 22°C) and cool

winters (average lows near 0°C). The city’s coastal position moderates temperature extremes.

9.2 Climate Change Initiatives

Copenhagen is a global leader in sustainability, aiming to become carbon neutral by 2025. Its strategic location on

the coast facilitates marine and renewable energy projects.

10. Practical Tips for Visitors

10.1 Navigating the City Center

Use the City Bike or the Metroto get around. The city’s compact center allows for easy walking between major



attractions.

10.2 Accommodation Choices

•  Central Hotels – Ideal for sightseeing.

•  Boutique Guesthouses – Offer a local feel.

•  Airbnb Options – Provide flexible stays in neighborhoods like Vesterbro or Nørrebro.

10.3 Must-See Attractions

•  Nyhavn Harbor

•  Little Mermaid Statue

•  Amalienborg Palace

•  Rosenborg Castle

•  National Museum of Denmark

•  Designmuseum Danmark

•  Louisiana Museum of Modern Art

Conclusion

Understanding where is Copenhagen, Denmark on the mapopens a window into the city’s rich history, vibrant

culture, and strategic importance. Whether you’re a traveler planning a trip, a student studying European

geography, or a business professional exploring investment opportunities, Copenhagen’s precise coordinates

(55.6761° N, 12.5683° E) and its central position on Zealand’s eastern coast make it a pivotal point in Scandinavia.

By using both digital tools and traditional maps, you can navigate the city with confidence, appreciate its

landmarks, and immerse yourself in the dynamic life of Denmark’s capital.
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