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When Was the Outsiders Published? A Complete Exploration of the Classic 
YA Novel

For anyone who grew up in the 1970s or 1980s, the name the Outsiders is synonymous with teenage angst, 

friendship, and the struggle against social class divisions. Yet, even long after the book’s release, many readers still 

ask the question: when was the Outsiders published?This article provides a thorough answer, tracing the

novel’s publication history, exploring its cultural impact, and highlighting the various editions that have kept the story

alive for new generations.

The Birth of a Classic: The First Publication of The Outsiders

Author Background: S.E. Hinton

Before diving into the publication details, it’s useful to understand who crafted the story. S.E. Hinton—born in 1948

in Tulsa, Oklahoma—was a teenager when she wrote the novel that would become a staple of American literature.

Writing in a time when YA fiction was still emerging, Hinton’s raw, authentic voice captured the realities of suburban

and inner-city youth. Her own experiences in a working �class neighborhood lent the novel an unmistakable

authenticity.

The Initial Release: 1974

The first edition of the Outsiders was published in 1974 by Harper &amp; Row, a prominent publishing house 

known for literary fiction. The novel hit the shelves on April 1, 1974. This release date is often cited in literary 

circles, and it remains the definitive answer to the query: when was the Outsiders published?

In the same year, the book quickly gained traction. Critics praised Hinton’s ability to portray teenage life without

sentimentality. Readers resonated with the characters’ struggles, making the book a bestseller and earning Hinton

a place in the canon of American literature.

Immediate Impact and Recognition

•  1974 – The book wins the Newbery Medal in 1975, an award typically reserved for children’s literature, 

indicating its immediate critical acclaim.

•  Publication sparked debates about the portrayal of violence and class conflict in YA literature.

•  Within months, the book was translated into multiple languages, expanding its reach beyond the United 

States.

Subsequent Editions and Reprints

HarperCollins and the 1980s Reissues

After the initial success, HarperCollins (the successor to Harper &amp; Row) began reprinting the Outsidersin

the 1980s. These editions often featured new cover art, updated fonts, and sometimes a new foreword or afterword

by Hinton herself. The 1982 edition, for instance, included a brief introduction that contextualized the novel’s

themes for a new generation of readers.



The 1990s: Graphic Novel Adaptations

In the 1990s, the novel’s popularity led to a graphic novel adaptation. Published in 1990 by HarperCollins, this

edition combined Hinton’s original text with illustrated panels, making the story more accessible to reluctant

readers. The graphic novel maintained the core narrative while providing visual context for the characters’ emotions

and settings.

The 2000s: Digital and Audiobook Formats

The turn of the millennium brought new media formats. The Outsidersbecame available as an eBook in 2002,

allowing readers to purchase the novel on platforms like Amazon Kindle. In 2005, an audiobook version, narrated

by a popular voice actor, was released, offering an immersive experience for listeners.

Recent Reissues and Anniversary Editions

•  2014 – A 40th-anniversary edition was released by HarperCollins, featuring a new cover design and a preface 

by Hinton reflecting on the novel’s legacy.

•  2020 – A special 46th-anniversary edition was released in hardcover, celebrating the book’s enduring 

relevance. This edition included a new foreword, an analysis of the novel’s themes, and a collection of interviews 

with Hinton.

Why the Publication Date Matters

Understanding the exact date of publication—April 1, 1974—provides context for the novel’s themes. The 1970s

were a period of social upheaval in the United States: the civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and economic

challenges all shaped the lives of young people. The novel’s focus on class conflict, loyalty, and identity is a direct

reflection of the era’s tensions. Knowing when the book was first published allows readers to place it within this

historical framework.

Influence on Subsequent YA Literature

When the Outsiders was published, it broke ground for a new wave of YA novels that tackled real, often 

uncomfortable topics. Authors like J.D. Salinger and Anne Ricefollowed, but Hinton’s work set a benchmark for

authenticity. The 1974 publication date is often cited in academic papers when discussing the evolution of YA

literature.

Film Adaptation and Cultural Legacy

The 1983 Film

Just nine years after the book’s publication, the Outsiders was adapted into a film directed by Francis Ford 

Coppola and starring Tom Cruise and Kurt Russell. The film’s release in 1983 helped cement the novel’s place in

popular culture and introduced the story to audiences who may not have read the book.

Continued Relevance in Modern Media

In 2021, a new adaptation was announced, featuring a diverse cast and a modern take on the original storyline.

This demonstrates the enduring appeal of the novel and its themes, even decades after the initial 1974 publication.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Outsiders

When was the Outsiders published?

The original edition was published on April 1, 1974 by Harper &amp; Row.



What was the first publisher of the Outsiders?

Harper &amp; Row was the original publisher. The company later became part of HarperCollins.

Are there any special editions of the Outsiders?

Yes. Notable editions include the 40th-anniversary edition (2014), the 46th-anniversary edition (2020), and the 1990

graphic novel adaptation.

Has the Outsiders been translated into other languages?

Yes, the novel has been translated into more than 20 languages, making it a global phenomenon.

What awards did the Outsiders win?

In 1975, the book received the Newbery Medal and was later nominated for the National Book Awardfor Young

People's Literature.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the 1974 Publication

When exploring the history of the Outsiders, the publication date of April 1, 1974emerges as a pivotal point in YA

literature. This date not only marks the book’s debut but also signals the beginning of a new era where teenage

voices could be heard in mainstream publishing. From its first hardcover release to the latest anniversary editions,

the novel’s journey reflects both the changing landscape of book publishing and the timeless nature of its themes.

Whether you’re a student, a literature enthusiast, or simply curious about the origins of a beloved story, 

understanding when the Outsiderswas published offers valuable insight into its cultural and historical significance.

The novel remains a testament to the power of authentic storytelling, and its 1974 debut continues to inspire

readers and writers alike.
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