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When Was The Outsiders Published? A Deep Dive into the Classic Novel’s 
History

“The Outsiders” is one of the most celebrated works of American literature, especially within the young adult (YA) 

genre. The book’s resonant themes of class conflict, identity, and brotherhood have made it a staple in classrooms 

and book clubs worldwide. A question that often pops up among readers, teachers, and literary enthusiasts is: 

when was The Outsiders published? In this article, we’ll answer that query in detail, exploring the novel’s

publication history, the context of its release, and the lasting impact it has had on literature and culture.

Background of “The Outsiders”

Author: S.E. Hinton

S.E. Hinton, born Susan Eloise Hinton in 1948, is an American author who wrote “The Outsiders” at the age of 16.

Growing up in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Hinton witnessed the social divisions between the affluent “Socs” and the

working �class “Greasers.” These observations would later become the foundation of her novel’s narrative. Although

she was only a teenager when she penned the book, Hinton’s writing is mature, nuanced, and emotionally powerful.

Plot Overview

The story follows Ponyboy Curtis, a 14 �year �old Greaser who narrates the events of his life, the violent clash with the

Socs, and his personal growth. The novel explores themes of loyalty, social inequality, and the search for identity.

The narrative is presented in a first �person perspective that allows readers to experience the raw emotions of a teen

caught between two worlds.

Historical Context

When “The Outsiders” was written, the United States was experiencing significant social changes. The 1960s and

early 1970s were marked by the civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and a growing counterculture. Teenagers

were increasingly seeking voices that reflected their own experiences, and “The Outsiders” filled that void by

providing a candid look at youth culture and class tension.

When Was The Outsiders Published?

The definitive answer is that “The Outsiders” was first published in 1973. The novel was released by a small

publishing house called Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, and it quickly gained traction among young readers. The

book’s original edition featured a cover that depicted a stylized depiction of the characters’ world, setting the tone

for the story inside.

Since its debut, “The Outsiders” has gone through multiple printings and editions. The 1973 publication remains the

cornerstone of the novel’s history, marking the moment when a teenage author’s voice entered the literary canon

and resonated with audiences worldwide.

Publication History



Initial Publication

•  Year: 1973

•  Publisher: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich

•  Format: Paperback

•  ISBN (original): Not applicable (ISBN system introduced later)

The first edition of “The Outsiders” was a paperback aimed at young readers. It was priced affordably, making it

accessible to high school students and other teens who could afford a small purchase. The book’s popularity grew

through word �of �mouth and schoolbook clubs, eventually leading to a hardcover release.

Subsequent Editions and Formats

After its initial success, the novel was re �released in multiple formats:

1.  Hardcover Edition (1975): The first hardcover edition, which increased the book’s visibility in libraries and 

bookstores.

2.  Audio Book (1980s): An audiobook version narrated by a professional voice actor made the story accessible 

to a wider audience.

3.  E �Book and Digital Formats (2000s): With the rise of e �reading, “The Outsiders” became available on 

platforms such as Amazon Kindle and Apple Books.

4.  Illustrated and Graphic Novel Adaptations (2010s): The story was adapted into a graphic novel, offering a 

new visual perspective for readers.

5.  Reprint and Anniversary Editions (2023): Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the novel, a special edition was 

released featuring new forewords and scholarly essays.

Translations and International Reach

“The Outsiders” has been translated into more than 30 languages, including Spanish, French, German, Japanese,

and Chinese. These translations have helped spread the novel’s influence across cultures, allowing international

readers to connect with the universal themes of class conflict and personal growth.

Impact of the Publication Date

Influence on Young Adult Literature

When “The Outsiders” was first published in 1973, YA literature was still a niche category. The book’s success

proved that teenagers wanted stories that reflected their own experiences, paving the way for future YA authors

such as Stephenie Meyer and John Green. The novel’s publication date is significant because it marked a turning

point in how the publishing industry approached teen narratives.

Academic Reception

Since its release, the novel has been incorporated into curricula across the United States and abroad. Teachers

use “The Outsiders” to discuss themes such as social inequality, identity, and the American Dream. The book’s

publication date is often referenced in academic papers that analyze the evolution of YA literature over the past

half �century.

Film Adaptation and Popularity

In 1983, a decade after the novel’s publication, The Outsiderswas adapted into a feature film directed by Francis

Ford Coppola. The movie’s release further cemented the novel’s status as a cultural touchstone. The film’s success

contributed to a renewed interest in the original book, boosting sales and ensuring that “The Outsiders” would

remain a relevant read for new generations.



Why the Publication Date Matters

Historical Significance

Knowing that “The Outsiders” was published in 1973 allows readers to place the novel in its historical context. The

early 1970s were a period of social upheaval, and the novel’s themes resonated with the youth of that era. The

publication date also reflects the state of the publishing industry at the time, which was transitioning from print �only

to more diverse formats.

Relevance to Modern Readers

Even today, the novel’s publication date serves as a reminder that the issues it tackles—class disparity, identity

crises, and the search for belonging—are timeless. Modern readers can appreciate the historical backdrop while

recognizing how these themes still echo in contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.  When was The Outsiders published? The novel was first published in 1973 by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

2.  What was the original format of the book? It was initially released as a paperback.

3.  Did the book receive any awards? While it did not win major literary awards at the time of publication, it has 

since been recognized as a classic in YA literature.

4.  Is the novel still in print? Yes, it is available in multiple formats, including hardcover, paperback, e �book, and 

audiobook.

5.  Has it been adapted into other media? The novel was adapted into a 1983 film, a graphic novel, and has 

been referenced in various television shows.

Conclusion

Understanding when “The Outsiders” was published—1973—provides a foundational lens through which readers

can appreciate the novel’s historical context, its influence on YA literature, and its enduring relevance. The book’s

publication date is not merely a fact; it is a marker of cultural change, a testament to a teenage author’s voice, and

a cornerstone of modern literary studies. Whether you are a student, a teacher, or a lifelong fan, knowing the

publication history enriches your reading experience and deepens your connection to this timeless classic.
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