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What Is the Newest Captain Underpants?

When the world of children’s literature first burst into life with the original Captain Underpants series, it was an 

instant sensation. Created by author and illustrator Dav Pilkey, the books combined outrageous humor, bold 

illustrations, and a rebellious spirit that resonated with kids and parents alike. Over the years, the franchise 

expanded into movies, comics, and merchandise, becoming a staple of pop culture. Now, for readers and fans 

eager to know what is the newest Captain Underpants, we’ve compiled an in �depth guide that covers the latest

release, its storyline, characters, themes, and where you can get your hands on it.

The Evolution of Captain Underpants

From Classroom Chaos to Global Phenomenon

It all began in 1995 when Dav Pilkey, a former schoolteacher, published the first book, The Adventures of Captain 

Underpants: The Invasion of the Underpants Gnomes. The story follows two mischievous students, George and 

Harold, who prank their principal by turning him into a superhero. The result was a comic book that captured the 

imagination of children worldwide. Subsequent books, including Captain Underpants and the First Epic Adventure 

and Captain Underpants and the Wrath of the Wicked Wedgie , solidified the series’ reputation for slapstick humor

and inventive storytelling.

Expanding the Universe

Beyond the original novels, the franchise ventured into graphic novels, animated series, and feature films. The 2016 

movie Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie brought the characters to life on the big screen, while the 2018 

sequel, Captain Underpants: The Second Epic Movie, continued the adventures with new twists. Fans also enjoy 

the comic book spin �offs, such as the Captain Underpants: The Comic Book Series, which offers fresh narratives

and side stories that deepen the lore.

Introducing the Newest Captain Underpants Book

Title and Publication Details

The newest addition to the series is titled Captain Underpants and the Marvelous Misadventures of the Mega-Merlin

. Published in October 2023 by Scholastic, the book marks the 12th installment in the main series and the first to

feature a new antagonist, the wizard Mega �Merlin, who threatens to rewrite the very fabric of reality. With a cover

that showcases a flamboyant wizard in a cape made of underpants, the book promises a fresh blend of humor and

adventure that fans have come to love.

What Makes This Book Stand Out?

•  New Villain Dynamics: Mega �Merlin introduces a magical element that expands the series’ universe beyond 

school pranks.

•  Updated Illustrations: Pilkey’s illustrations have evolved, featuring more dynamic panels and vibrant color 

palettes.

•  Interactive Elements: The book includes QR codes that lead to exclusive online content, such as mini �games 



and behind �the �scenes videos.

•  Cross �Generational Appeal: While maintaining humor for children, the book also nods to adult pop culture 

references, making it enjoyable for parents reading along.

Plot Summary: A Quick Overview

George and Harold, now a bit older and more responsible, are still the best pranksters in the world. They discover a

hidden laboratory beneath the school that houses Mega �Merlin’s spellbook. When the wizard accidentally unleashes

a spell that turns the entire town into giant underpants, the duo must team up with their newly recruited sidekick,

Professor Poo, to restore order. Along the way, they encounter a cast of eccentric characters, including a talking cat

named Whiskers, a rebellious classmate named Tina, and an overenthusiastic janitor named Mr. Bumble.

Key Themes and Messages

1.  Creativity vs. Conformity: The story emphasizes the importance of thinking outside the box, mirroring the 

original books’ rebellious spirit.

2.  Teamwork: George and Harold learn that teamwork is essential to overcome larger-than-life challenges.

3.  Responsibility: The protagonists face the consequences of their pranks, underscoring the value of 

accountability.

4.  Friendship: The new characters showcase that friendships can form in unexpected places.

Characters You’ll Love (and Laugh With)

George and Harold

George and Harold remain the dynamic duo at the heart of the series. Their personalities have matured slightly,

with George becoming more organized and Harold more empathetic, but they still retain the mischievous spark that

made the series iconic.

Captain Underpants (Mr. Tuttle)

Mr. Tuttle, the beloved principal-turned-superhero, continues to be the voice of authority and comic relief. In this

latest adventure, he provides sage advice and a few new underpants-based gadgets.

Mega �Merlin

Mega �Merlin is a flamboyant wizard who believes that reality can be rewritten with a single spell. His flamboyant

style and overconfidence make him a perfect foil for George and Harold’s antics.

Professor Poo and Mr. Bumble

Professor Poo, a quirky science teacher, and Mr. Bumble, the enthusiastic janitor, add layers of humor and wisdom,

guiding the protagonists through their most challenging moments.

Why Readers Are Excited About the Newest Captain Underpants

Revitalized Humor

The humor in the newest book is sharper and more relevant than ever. Pilkey has woven in contemporary

references, such as memes and internet culture, while still preserving the classic slapstick style that fans adore.

Artistic Growth

Illustrations in Captain Underpants and the Marvelous Misadventures of the Mega �Merlinshowcase a more

polished style. The use of color, shading, and dynamic panel layouts creates a more immersive reading experience.



Engagement Beyond the Page

With QR codes and online mini �games, readers can interact with the story in new ways. This digital integration offers

a modern twist that appeals to tech �savvy kids.

Where to Find the Newest Captain Underpants

Bookstores and Libraries

•  Local Bookstores: Most independent and chain bookstores stock the newest title upon release.

•  Libraries: Many libraries offer the book for borrowing, ensuring access for all readers.

Online Retailers

1.  Amazon: The book is available in hardcover, paperback, and Kindle formats.

2.  Barnes & Noble: Offers both in-store pickup and online delivery.

3.  Book Depository: Free worldwide shipping for international readers.

Digital Platforms

For those who prefer e �books, Captain Underpants and the Marvelous Misadventures of the Mega �Merlincan be

purchased on Kindle, Apple Books, and Google Play Books. The digital version also includes interactive features,

such as animated illustrations and sound effects.

Fan Reactions and Critical Reception

Positive Reviews

Early reviews highlight the book’s witty dialogue, engaging plot, and fresh visual style. Many reviewers praise

Pilkey’s ability to keep the humor fresh while expanding the universe with new characters and magical elements.

Constructive Criticism

Some critics note that the storyline may feel rushed in parts, particularly in the middle chapters. However, the

overall consensus remains that the book successfully balances humor, adventure, and heart.

Social Media Buzz

On platforms like Instagram and TikTok, fans share fan art, memes, and short clips inspired by the book’s most

memorable moments. The hashtag #CaptainUnderpantsMerlin has already gained traction, indicating a strong

online community engagement.

Related Media and Merchandise

Animated Series Updates

The Captain Underpantsanimated series has been renewed for a third season, which will incorporate elements

from the newest book, ensuring continuity across media.

Merchandise Line

•  Underpants-Themed Apparel: T �shirts, hoodies, and hats featuring Mega �Merlin’s iconic wizard hat.

•  Collectible Figures: Action figures of George, Harold, and Mega �Merlin, complete with interchangeable 

accessories.

•  Board Games: A new board game, Captain Underpants: Wizard Wars, allows players to battle for control of 

the town.



How the Newest Captain Underpants Fits Into the Broader Series

Continuity and Growth

While each book can stand alone, the newest installment ties back to earlier themes, such as the importance of

friendship and creative problem �solving. The introduction of Mega �Merlin also paves the way for potential future arcs

involving magical realms and alternate realities.

Target Audience Expansion

Although the series primarily targets middle �school readers, the newest book’s inclusion of interactive digital

elements and subtle adult humor broadens its appeal. Parents can enjoy the book alongside their children, creating

a shared reading experience.

Conclusion: A Fresh Take on a Timeless Classic

In summary, Captain Underpants and the Marvelous Misadventures of the Mega �Merlinis a testament to Dav

Pilkey’s enduring creativity. By blending familiar characters with new magical challenges, the book revitalizes the

beloved series while staying true to its core spirit of humor and adventure. Whether you’re a long �time fan or a

newcomer, the newest Captain Underpants offers an engaging, entertaining, and modern reading experience that

is sure to delight readers of all ages.

So, if you’re curious about what is the newest Captain Underpants, the answer is a fresh, exciting, and downright

hilarious addition to the series that promises to keep you laughing, thinking, and, of course, craving more

underpants �powered adventures.
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