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Understanding Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions: Definition, Process, and
Impact

When you hear the phrase “Virginia and Kentucky resolutions definition,”you're likely thinking of legislative
tools that shape public policy, express official positions, or address specific concerns within each state. Resolutions
—whether in Virginia or Kentucky—serve as formal statements adopted by the state legislature, the governor, or
local governing bodies. They differ from laws in that they typically lack the force of binding statutes but carry
significant political and procedural weight. This article dives deep into the definition, types, and practical aspects of
resolutions in both Virginia and Kentucky, offering a comprehensive guide for students, policy analysts, and anyone
curious about how state governments articulate their positions.

What Is a Resolution? A Fundamental Definition

A resolution is a formal expression of opinion, intent, or decision adopted by a governing body. In the context of
state governments, resolutions can be issued by:

¢ The Virginia General Assembly (House of Delegates and Senate)

« The Kentucky General Assembly (House of Representatives and Senate)
e The Governor’s office (executive resolutions)

¢ Local councils or municipal governments (city or county resolutions)

Unlike statutes, resolutions do not create binding legal obligations. Instead, they serve to:

1. Express official policy positions.

2. Recommend actions to other governmental entities.

3. Recognize achievements or commemorate events.

4. Set procedural guidelines for legislative or administrative bodies.

Because resolutions are often nonbinding, they are frequently used as a stepping stone toward more substantive
legislation or as a means to gauge public sentiment on contentious issues.

Key Characteristics That Distinguish Resolutions
When comparing resolutions to laws, keep these points in mind:
¢ Nonbinding Nature: Resolutions do not carry the force of law but can influence future statutes.
e Procedural Simplicity: The adoption process is usually less rigorous than that required for passing a bill.
» Scope of Influence: They can target a wide range of subjects—from local school funding to national foreign

policy stances.
 Public Visibility: Resolutions often garner media attention, especially when addressing high-profile issues.

Virginia Resolutions: How They Are Crafted and Adopted

Types of Resolutions in Virginia

Virginia’s legislative framework recognizes several categories of resolutions. Each serves a distinct purpose:



1. Joint Resolutions: Adopted by both the House of Delegates and the Senate, these are often used to propose
constitutional amendments or address matters of state-wide significance.

2. Concurrent Resolutions: Also requiring approval from both chambers, but they are typically used to express
collective opinions or to set procedural rules for the legislature.

3. Single-Chamber Resolutions: Adopted by only one chamber (House or Senate), these may address internal
matters such as committee assignments or procedural changes.

4. Executive Resolutions: Issued by the Governor, these can direct state agencies, propose administrative
actions, or express policy preferences.

The Legislative Process for Virginia Resolutions

While the steps differ slightly from those for bills, the overall procedure remains systematic:

1. Drafting: A resolution is drafted by a legislator or a committee. The language is concise, focusing on intent
rather than detailed statutory provisions.

2. Committee Review: The resolution is referred to a relevant committee (e.g., the Committee on Education or
the Committee on Appropriations). The committee may hold hearings or request amendments.

3. Floor Debate: After committee approval, the resolution is presented to the full chamber for debate. Unlike
bills, resolutions often receive minimal debate due to their nonbinding nature.

4. Voting: A simple majority vote suffices for adoption. If the resolution is joint or concurrent, both chambers
must pass it.

5. Governor’s Action: For joint or concurrent resolutions, the Governor must sign or veto the resolution. A veto
can be overridden by a two-thirds majority in each chamber.

6. Publication: Once signed, the resolution is published in the Virginia Legislative Information System and
becomes part of the official record.

Examples of Notable Virginia Resolutions

Virginia’s history is rich with resolutions that reflect its political evolution:

 Virginia’s 2018 Resolution on Climate Action: Expressed the state’s commitment to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and supporting renewable energy projects.

* 2020 Resolution Recognizing the Contributions of First Responders: Acknowledged the dedication of
firefighters, police, and emergency medical personnel during the COVID-19 pandemic.

e 2003 Joint Resolution on Historical Preservation: Called for increased funding to preserve Civil War-era sites
across the Commonwealth.

Kentucky Resolutions: A Distinct Legislative Approach

Categories of Resolutions in Kentucky

Similar to Virginia, Kentucky’s General Assembly adopts various types of resolutions. These include:

1. Joint Resolutions: Require approval from both the House and Senate and are often used for constitutional
amendments or state-wide policy statements.

2. Concurrent Resolutions: Adopted by both chambers but do not require the Governor’s signature. They are
typically used for expressing opinions or setting legislative procedures.

3. Single-Chamber Resolutions: Adopted by a single chamber and generally address internal matters.

4. Executive Resolutions: Issued by the Governor, they can direct state agencies or express official positions.

The Kentucky Legislative Process for Resolutions

While the procedural steps are similar to Virginia’'s, Kentucky has unique nuances:



1. Introduction: A legislator files the resolution with the Clerk of the House or Senate.

2. Committee Assignment: The resolution is assigned to a committee that aligns with its subject matter.

3. Committee Action: The committee may approve, amend, or reject the resolution. Hearings are less common
but can occur for high-profile resolutions.

4. Floor Consideration: The full chamber debates and votes on the resolution. For joint or concurrent
resolutions, both chambers must pass it.

5. Governor’s Role: Joint resolutions require the Governor’s signature. Concurrent resolutions do not require
executive approval.

6. Enactment: Upon approval, the resolution is recorded in the official legislative journals and becomes part of
the state’s public record.

lllustrative Kentucky Resolutions

Kentucky's resolutions often reflect the state’s priorities in education, agriculture, and public safety:

e 2021 Resolution on Agricultural Innovation: Encouraged investment in modern farming technologies to boost
Kentucky’s agricultural competitiveness.

¢ 2017 Resolution Commemorating the Kentucky Derby: Celebrated the cultural significance of the horse racing
tradition.

e 2019 Resolution on Public Health Preparedness: Recognized the importance of strengthening health systems
ahead of potential pandemics.

Comparing Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions: Similarities and Differences

While both states use resolutions to express policy positions and guide legislative action, there are key distinctions
worth noting:

Procedural Similarities

* Both require a simple majority vote for adoption.
< Joint and concurrent resolutions are typically adopted by both chambers.
e Executive resolutions are issued by the Governor and can influence state agencies.

Distinctive Features

« Virginia: The Governor’s veto on joint or concurrent resolutions can be overridden by a two-thirds majority in
each chamber, giving the legislature a strong check on executive power.

* Kentucky: Concurrent resolutions do not require the Governor’s signature, allowing the legislature to express
opinions more freely.

« Virginia’s Virginia Legislative Information System offers a searchable database of all resolutions, while
Kentucky uses the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission for similar purposes.

 In Kentucky, the Governor has the authority to issue executive orders that can supersede certain resolutions,
whereas Virginia’'s executive orders are more limited in scope.

Why Resolutions Matter: The Practical Impact on Policy and Governance

Resolutions may lack the legal weight of statutes, but their influence is far from negligible. Here’s why they matter:

1. Policy Signaling: Resolutions send clear signals to legislators, constituents, and state agencies about the
priorities of the governing body.

2. Public Engagement: By adopting resolutions, lawmakers can address public concerns and demonstrate
responsiveness.

3. Resolutions can lay the groundwork for future legislation by establishing a consensus or highlighting a need



for legal change.

4. Historical Record: They serve as a documented record of the state’s stance on critical issues at a specific
point in time.

5. Resolutions can influence administrative actions by directing agencies or setting guidelines for
implementation.

Case Study: Resolutions Leading to Legislation

In Virginia, a joint resolution calling for increased funding for STEM education in 2015 sparked a series of bills

that ultimately expanded state grants for schools. Similarly, a Kentucky concurrent resolutionin 2019 urging the
state to adopt stricter gun control measures helped pave the way for the passage of the Kentucky Firearms Safety
Act in 2020.

How to Draft and Submit a Resolution in Virginia and Kentucky

For those interested in shaping policy through a resolution, understanding the drafting and submission process is
essential. Below is a step-by-step guide tailored to each state.

Drafting a Resolution: Key Elements

e Clear Purpose: State the issue and the desired outcome or position.

» Specificity: Use precise language to avoid ambiguity.

¢ Legal Language: While not as detailed as a bill, the resolution should still adhere to legal terminology.
» References: Cite relevant statutes, constitutional provisions, or prior resolutions if applicable.

« Signature Lines: Include spaces for the sponsor’s signature and the signature of the presiding officer.

Virginia Submission Process

1. Identify the Appropriate Chamber: Decide whether the resolution should originate in the House of Delegates
or the Senate.

2. File with the Clerk: Submit the resolution to the Clerk’s office of the respective chamber.
Assign to Committee: The Clerk assigns the resolution to a relevant committee.
Committee Review: The committee may hold hearings or request amendments.
Full Chamber Vote: If approved by the committee, the resolution goes to the floor for debate and vote.
Governor’s Signature (if required): For joint or concurrent resolutions, the Governor signs or vetoes.
Publication: Once enacted, the resolution is published in the Virginia Legislative Information System.
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