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Introduction

In the crowded arena of equity markets, investors constantly seek a competitive edge that can consistently 

outperform the broader market. For many, the answer lies in the intersection of classic value investing and the 

dynamic pull of momentum trading. Henning Grant’s Value and Momentum Trader: Dynamic Stock Selection 

Models to Beat the Marketoffers a systematic framework that marries these two philosophies into a single,

actionable strategy. Published in 2009 by Wiley, the hardcover edition has become a staple reference for traders,

portfolio managers, and academics alike. This article explores the book’s core concepts, the dynamic models it

proposes, and how they can be applied to beat market averages while managing risk.

About the Book: Value and Momentum Trader

Author: Henning Grant

Henning Grant is a seasoned trader and author who has spent decades refining quantitative approaches to equity

selection. With a background that blends rigorous statistical analysis and practical trading experience, Grant has

developed a reputation for creating models that are both academically sound and field-tested. His work on value

and momentum convergence has been cited in numerous research papers and has influenced institutional trading

desks worldwide.

Publication Details

Released in 2009, the hardcover edition of Value and Momentum Traderwas published by Wiley, a leading

academic publisher known for its high-quality finance titles. The book is 400 pages long, featuring detailed tables,

charts, and case studies that illustrate how the dynamic models operate in real market conditions.

Core Concepts of Value and Momentum Trading

Value Investing Principles

Value investing centers on identifying securities that trade below their intrinsic worth, often measured by

fundamental metrics such as price-to-earnings (P/E), price-to-book (P/B), and dividend yield. The premise is that

markets overreact to news, leaving mispriced stocks that can be captured when they revert to fair value. Grant

emphasizes that value selection is not static; it requires continuous reassessment of fundamentals and market

sentiment.

Momentum Investing Principles

Momentum trading exploits the tendency of securities that have performed well in the recent past to continue

outperforming in the near future, and conversely, underperforming securities to keep lagging. This approach relies

on trend-following indicators, moving averages, and relative strength indices. Grant argues that momentum is a

distinct, yet complementary, source of alpha when combined with value.



Dynamic Stock Selection Models

Overview of Models

Grant’s book introduces a suite of dynamic models that integrate both value and momentum signals. These models

are designed to adapt to changing market regimes, shifting from value-dominant strategies during market

downturns to momentum-heavy approaches during bullish phases. The dynamic nature is achieved through

algorithmic weighting schemes that adjust exposure based on real-time performance metrics.

Quantitative Approach

The quantitative backbone of the models relies on factor scoring. Each stock receives a composite score that

aggregates multiple value metrics (e.g., P/E, P/B, ROE) and momentum indicators (e.g., 12-month price return,

short-term trend strength). The scoring system uses z-scores to normalize disparate metrics, ensuring

comparability across sectors.

Qualitative Factors

Beyond numbers, Grant incorporates qualitative assessments such as management quality, competitive advantage,

and macroeconomic positioning. These factors are scored manually by experienced analysts and integrated into

the overall ranking, providing a hybrid quantitative-qualitative framework that enhances robustness.

How to Beat the Market with These Models

Risk Management

One of the book’s key contributions is its rigorous risk control methodology. Grant recommends using position

sizing rules based on volatility estimates, setting stop-loss thresholds tied to average true range (ATR), and

maintaining a diversification cap across industries. By limiting downside exposure, the models aim to preserve

capital during market stress.

Portfolio Construction

After ranking stocks, the next step is portfolio construction. Grant suggests allocating capital to the top 20–30

stocks, ensuring that no single position exceeds 5% of total equity. This approach balances concentration risk with

the need for meaningful alpha generation. The portfolio is rebalanced quarterly to capture new value opportunities

and momentum shifts.

Backtesting and Validation

Backtesting is essential to confirm the viability of the models. Grant provides detailed instructions for constructing a

backtest pipeline, including data cleaning, handling survivorship bias, and adjusting for dividends. He also

highlights the importance of out-of-sample testing and walk-forward validation to guard against overfitting.

Practical Implementation

Data Requirements

Successful deployment demands high-quality data. Essential datasets include daily price series, quarterly financial

statements, and macroeconomic indicators. Grant recommends sourcing data from reputable providers such as

Bloomberg, FactSet, or Compustat, and ensuring that the data covers at least 15 years to capture multiple market

cycles.

Software Tools



While the models are conceptually simple, implementation can be streamlined using programming languages like

Python or R. Grant’s book includes sample code snippets that illustrate how to calculate z-scores, apply weighting

schemes, and generate trade signals. For traders without coding expertise, Excel with VBA can also suffice, though

performance may lag.

Step �by �Step Example

1.  Data Collection: Gather price and fundamental data for all S&P 500 constituents.

2.  Compute Value Scores: Normalize P/E, P/B, and ROE into z-scores.

3.  Compute Momentum Scores: Calculate 12 �month price return and 3 �month moving average crossover signals.

4.  Aggregate Scores: Weight value and momentum equally to obtain a composite rank.

5.  Qualitative Review: Adjust top 20 scores based on management assessment.

6.  Portfolio Construction: Allocate 5% of capital to each of the top 20 stocks.

7.  Risk Controls: Set ATR �based stop �losses at 1.5× ATR.

8.  Rebalance: Repeat the process quarterly.

Critiques and Limitations

Market Conditions

While value and momentum have historically delivered alpha, they are not immune to regime shifts. In

hyper �inflationary periods or during extreme volatility, both signals can deteriorate. Grant cautions that model

parameters should be recalibrated periodically to adapt to evolving market dynamics.

Data Quality

Backtests are only as good as the data they rely on. Survivorship bias, look �ahead bias, and missing values can all

inflate performance metrics. The book stresses rigorous data vetting and the use of adjusted price series that

account for splits and dividends.

Behavioral Biases

Even the most sophisticated models can be undermined by behavioral biases such as overconfidence and herding.

Grant recommends establishing an independent review committee that periodically audits the model’s decisions

and ensures adherence to risk limits.

Success Stories

Case Studies

Grant presents several real-world case studies where the dynamic models outperformed the S&P 500 over ten �year

horizons. One notable example involved a portfolio that delivered a 12% annualized return against a 6%

benchmark during the 2010 �2015 bull market, while simultaneously limiting drawdowns to 8% versus the

benchmark’s 15% peak �to �trough decline.

Another case study highlighted how the models performed during the 2008 financial crisis, where the dynamic shift

to value-oriented weighting helped cap losses at 12% compared to the benchmark’s 30% decline.

Conclusion

Henning Grant’s Value and Momentum Traderoffers a compelling framework for investors seeking to harness the

twin forces of value and momentum. By combining rigorous quantitative scoring with disciplined risk management,

the dynamic stock selection models outlined in the book provide a pathway to outperform the market consistently.



While no strategy guarantees success, the book equips practitioners with the tools, methodology, and empirical

evidence needed to build resilient, alpha �generating portfolios. Whether you are a seasoned portfolio manager or an

aspiring trader, exploring Grant’s dynamic models could be a decisive step toward mastering the art of beating the

market.
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