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Unit 1 The Preterite Tense Answer Key: A Complete Guide

Learning Spanish verb tenses can feel like navigating a labyrinth, especially when you're just starting out. Unit /1 of
most beginner Spanish courses focuses on the preterite tense, the simple past tense that tells us what happened

in a finished action. Whether you're a student, a teacher, or a self learner, having a reliableunit 1 the preterite

tense answer keycan help you gauge your progress, spot mistakes, and reinforce correct usage. This article
offers an in depth look at the preterite tense, highlights common patterns and pitfalls, and provides a detailed
answer key to help you master Unit /1.

1. Understanding the Preterite Tense

1.1 What Is the Preterite?

The preterite, or pretérito perfecto simple, is a past tense that describes actions that started and finished at a
specific point in time. Think of it as the Spanish equivalent of the simple past in English: “I ate lunch,” “She visited
Madrid,” “They played soccer.” It's the tense you use when you want to convey a completed event, a single
occurrence, or a series of events that have a clear beginning and end.

1.2 When to Use the Preterite

¢ Completed actions: Compré un libro. (I bought a book.)

e Events with a definite start and finish: Viajé a Espafia en 2018. (I traveled to Spain in 2018.)

¢ Sequential actions: Me desperté, me duché, y desayuné. (I woke up, showered, and had breakfast.)
e Short, specific time frames: El concierto duré dos horas. (The concert lasted two hours.)

1.3 How the Preterite Differs from the Imperfect

While the preterite marks completed events, the imperfect (pretérito imperfecto) describes ongoing or habitual past
actions. For example, Yo comia pizza todos los viernes.(I used to eat pizza every Friday.) Understanding this
distinction is essential for choosing the correct tense in conversation and writing.

2. Core Conjugation Patterns in Unit /1

2.1 Regular -AR Verbs

Regular -ar verbs are the most common and follow a predictable pattern. Here’s the full conjugation for hablar(to
speak):

yo hablé — ti hablaste — él/ella/usted hablé — nosotros/nosotras hablamos — vosotros/vosotras hablasteis —
ellos/ellas/ustedes hablaron

Notice that the stem habl remains unchanged; only the endings change. The endings for all regular -ar verbs are:

e yo—-é

e t0 - -aste

 él/ella/usted — -6

* nosotros/nosotras — -amos



¢ vosotros/vosotras — -asteis
¢ ellos/ellas/ustedes — -aron

2.2 Reqgular -ER Verbs

For -er verbs like comer (to eat), the endings change slightly:

yo comi — ta comiste — él/ella/usted comi6é — nosotros/nosotras comimos — vosotros/vosotras comisteis —
ellos/ellas/ustedes comieron

Key endings:
e yo —-i
o tU — -iste

o él/ella/usted — -i6

¢ nosotros/nosotras — -imos
e vosotros/vosotras — -isteis
« ellos/ellas/ustedes — -ieron

2.3 Regular -IR Verbs

Similarly, -ir verbs such as vivir (to live) share the same endings as -er verbs:

yo vivi —tu viviste — él/ella/usted vivio — nosotros/nosotras vivimos — vosotros/vosotras vivisteis — ellos/
ellas/ustedes vivieron

3. Irregular Verbs You’ll Encounter in Unit /1

Spanish is notorious for its irregular verbs, and Unit 1 introduces several that deviate from standard patterns. Below
is a concise reference list with conjugations for the first-person singular (yo) and the third-person singular (él/ella/
usted) for clarity.

e ir/ ser —fui, fue

e tener — tuve, tuvo

¢ hacer — hice, hizo

« decir — dije, dijo

e venir — vine, vino

e dar — doy, dio (Note: doy is present; preterite is di, dio)
e poner — puse, puso

e estar — estuve, estuvo

e conocer — conoci, conocio

Mastering these irregular forms is essential for fluency, as they appear frequently in everyday conversation.

4. Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even seasoned learners can stumble over the preterite. Here are the most frequent errors and strategies to correct
them:

e Mixing preterite with imperfect: Use the preterite for completed actions and the imperfect for ongoing or
habitual past actions.

¢ Forgetting subject verb agreement: The verb ending must match the subject’'s person and number.

e Using the wrong irregular form: Many irregular verbs share similar patterns but differ in specific endings.

e Over conjugating in the past: Spanish often drops pronouns when the subject is clear, so practice using just



the verb form.

5. How to Use the Answer Key Effectively

The unit 1 the preterite tense answer keyis more than a cheat sheet; it's a learning tool. Here’s how to get the
most out of it:

e Self Assessment: After completing an exercise, compare your answers with the key to identify gaps.

¢ Pattern Recognition: Notice recurring mistakes—perhaps you consistently mix -ar and -er endings. Use the
key to pinpoint and correct them.

¢ Progress Tracking: Keep a log of errors over time to see improvement.

* Peer Review: Share the key with classmates to facilitate collaborative learning.

6. Sample Exercises with the Answer Key

Below are five practice exercises designed to reinforce Unit 1 concepts. After each exercise, you'll find the correct
answers. Try to complete the exercises first, then check your work.

Exercise 1: Conjugate Regular Verbs

Conjugate the following verbs in the preterite tense for each subject pronoun:

1. cantar (to sing)
2. comer (to eat)
3. vivir (to live)

Answer Key:

¢ yo canté, tu cantaste, él/ella/usted cantd, nosotros/nosotras cantamos, vosotros/vosotras cantasteis, ellos/
ellas/ustedes cantaron

e yo comi, ti comiste, él/ella/usted comid, nosotros/nosotras comimos, vosotros/vosotras comisteis, ellos/ellas/
ustedes comieron

¢ yo Vvivi, t viviste, él/ella/usted vivio, nosotros/nosotras vivimos, vosotros/vosotras vivisteis, ellos/ellas/ustedes
vivieron

Exercise 2: Identify the Correct Tense
Choose the correct preterite form to complete the sentence:
1. Yo (ir) al cine anoche.

2. Ellos (comer) pizza el sdbado.
3. Nosotros (vivir) en Madrid por tres afios.

Answer Key:
e fui

e comieron
* Vvivimos

Exercise 3: Fill in the Blanks with Irregular Verbs

Complete the sentences with the correct pre
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