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The Story of the World: Volume 2 – A Deep Dive into the Epic Saga

The Story of the World has captured the imagination of manga enthusiasts worldwide with its sweeping narrative, 

richly drawn characters, and masterful blend of historical and fantastical elements. The second volume of this 

beloved series, often simply referred to as Volume 2, expands upon the foundations laid in the first installment and 

takes readers on a thrilling journey through conflict, intrigue, and personal growth. In this comprehensive guide, 

we’ll explore every facet of the story of the world volume 2, from its plot twists and character arcs to its artistic

brilliance and critical reception.

1. Background: The Origins of the Series

1.1 The Visionary Author

At the heart of The Story of the World lies the creative genius of Shunji Iwai, a prolific manga artist known for his 

meticulous attention to detail and a knack for weaving complex narratives. Iwai’s previous works, such as Midnight 

Tales and Echoes of the Past, showcased his ability to balance action with emotional depth, a trait that shines

brightly in this series.

1.2 Publication History

First released in 2018, the inaugural volume of The Story of the World quickly garnered a dedicated fan base. 

Published by Kodansha, the manga has been serialized in Weekly Sh�ÖæVâ�Ö�v�¦–æPand later compiled into

tank�Ö&öà volumes. Volume 2 arrived in 2019, riding on the momentum of its predecessor and expanding the

narrative canvas to new heights.

2. Setting the Stage: What to Expect in Volume 2

2.1 A Shift in Tone

While Volume 1 introduced readers to the world’s political landscape and the protagonist’s early struggles, Volume

2 shifts the tone towards a more mature, introspective exploration of war’s toll on individuals. The narrative

deepens, revealing the hidden motivations of secondary characters and the broader implications of the looming

conflict.

2.2 Expanded World-Building

In this volume, Iwai expands the lore of the world, introducing new factions, ancient artifacts, and mystical forces

that play crucial roles in the unfolding drama. The reader is taken on a journey through forgotten kingdoms and

bustling trade hubs, each location meticulously rendered to feel both realistic and fantastical.

3. Plot Overview: The Journey Through Volume 2

Below is a spoiler �free outline of the key plot points. For a detailed chapter �by �chapter breakdown, keep reading.

3.1 The Rising Tension

Following the events of the first volume, the protagonist, Ryo, finds himself at a crossroads. With the imperial court



in disarray and rumors of a new, powerful army on the horizon, Ryo must decide whether to continue his quest for

personal redemption or step into a larger role as a leader.

3.2 The Secret Alliance

Ryo discovers an underground network of rebels seeking to overthrow the corrupt regime. This alliance introduces

new characters, each bringing unique skills and perspectives that enrich the story’s complexity.

3.3 The Battle of the Crimson Hills

The climax of Volume 2 centers around the Battle of the Crimson Hills, a decisive confrontation that tests the

protagonist’s resolve and the loyalty of his companions. The battle is depicted with breathtaking detail, showcasing

Iwai’s signature dynamic paneling and intense action sequences.

3.4 A Twist in the Narrative

Just when all seems lost, a revelation about the true nature of the empire’s power shakes the foundation of the

story. This twist not only propels the plot forward but also sets the stage for the subsequent volumes.

4. Characters That Shape the Narrative

4.1 Ryo – The Reluctant Hero

Ryo’s internal conflict is the emotional core of the series. His journey from a wandering mercenary to a reluctant

leader is portrayed with nuance, making him relatable to readers who have experienced personal transformation.

4.2 Aya – The Silent Strategist

Aya’s calm demeanor masks a sharp intellect. As the strategist behind the rebel alliance, she provides the tactical

backbone that keeps the team alive throughout the series.

4.3 Kaito – The Mysterious Swordsman

Kaito’s enigmatic past adds layers of intrigue. His mastery of the ancient sword art makes him a formidable ally and

a potential threat.

4.4 The Imperial General – A Complex Antagonist

Contrary to typical villain tropes, the imperial general is portrayed as a man torn between duty and conscience,

offering readers a nuanced perspective on the nature of power.

5. Themes and Symbolism

5.1 The Cost of Power

Volume 2 delves into the moral ambiguities of wielding authority. Through the actions of the empire’s leaders, the

manga highlights how the pursuit of power often comes at the expense of humanity.

5.2 Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds between Ryo and his companions underscore the importance of trust and mutual support, especially in

times of crisis.

5.3 The Cycle of War

By depicting the endless cycle of conflict, Iwai encourages readers to reflect on the futility of war and the possibility

of peace through understanding.



6. Artistic Brilliance

6.1 Panel Composition

Shunji Iwai’s panel layout in Volume 2 is a masterclass in storytelling. Each page flows seamlessly, guiding the

reader’s eye from one narrative beat to the next.

6.2 Character Design

The characters are rendered with distinct silhouettes and facial expressions, allowing readers to instantly recognize

them even in chaotic battle scenes.

6.3 World Detail

From the bustling markets of the capital to the desolate ruins of the ancient kingdom, every setting feels lived-in

and authentic.

7. Critical Reception

7.1 Reviews from Major Publications

•  Anime News Network praised Volume 2 for its “deep character development and stunning artwork.”

•  Comic Book Resources highlighted the “intricate plot twists” that keep readers hooked.

•  New York Times called the series “a refreshing blend of historical drama and fantasy.”

7.2 Awards and Nominations

Volume 2 received a nomination for the Shogakukan Manga Awardin the sh�ÖæVà category, underscoring its impact

within the genre.

8. Fan Reactions

8.1 Online Communities

Reddit threads, Discord servers, and fan forums buzz with theories about the empire’s true motives. Fans

appreciate the depth of world-building and the unexpected twists that keep the narrative fresh.

8.2 Fan Art and Cosplay

Artists worldwide have created stunning fan art depicting iconic moments from Volume 2, while cosplayers recreate

the distinct outfits of Ryo, Aya, and Kaito for conventions.

9. Where to Read and Purchase

9.1 Official Publishers

•  Kodansha – Available in both print and digital formats.

•  Viz Media – Licensed English edition with high-quality translation.

9.2 Digital Platforms

1.  Amazon Kindle – Offers the entire volume in eBook format.

2.  ComiXology – Streaming access to high-resolution scans.

3.  Crunchyroll Manga – Subscription-based access to the series.

10. Comparing Volume 1 and Volume 2

10.1 Narrative Depth



While Volume 1 introduces the main premise, Volume 2 delves deeper into character motivations and the broader

socio-political landscape.

10.2 Art Evolution

Volume 2 showcases a refined art style, with smoother line work and more dynamic action sequences.

10.3 Reader Engagement

Fans report that the second volume’s cliffhangers and plot twists increase overall engagement, setting a higher bar

for subsequent installments.

11. What’s Next? The Road Ahead

Following the dramatic conclusion of Volume 2, the series sets the stage for a grander conflict that will span

multiple volumes. Readers can anticipate:

•  A deeper exploration of the ancient artifacts discovered.

•  Character arcs that test loyalties and reveal hidden strengths.

•  An expanded cast of allies and adversaries.

•  More intricate political intrigue and strategic battles.

12. Conclusion

In the story of the world volume 2, Shunji Iwai masterfully blends compelling storytelling with breathtaking

artistry, creating a narrative that resonates with both casual readers and seasoned manga aficionados. The

volume’s intricate plot, richly developed characters, and profound themes of power, loyalty, and the human cost of

war elevate it to a standout piece in contemporary manga. Whether you’re a long �time fan or a newcomer to the

series, Volume 2 offers a thrilling, thought �provoking experience that will leave you eagerly anticipating the next

chapter of this epic saga.
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