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The Original Bigfoot Monster Truck: A Legendary Journey

When you think of monster trucks, images of towering rigs tearing through dirt, crushing cars, and roaring crowds 

flood the mind. Yet few names carry the same mythic weight as the original Bigfoot. Born in the early 1990s,

Bigfoot quickly became a household icon, redefining the genre and inspiring countless imitators. This

comprehensive guide dives into the birth, evolution, and enduring legacy of the original Bigfoot monster truck,

offering a deep dive into its history, design, and cultural impact.

1. The Dawn of Monster Trucks

1.1 Early Roots

Monster trucks trace their lineage to the 1960s, when hot rod enthusiasts began modifying trucks for off �road racing.

These early machines were primarily performance machines, not spectacle. By the 1970s and 80s, the scene

shifted toward entertainment, with shows featuring monster trucks pulling cars, jumping over obstacles, and

performing stunts for live audiences.

1.2 The Rise of the Spectacle

By the late 1980s, the first monster truck shows were broadcast on national television. The combination of high

speeds, massive tires, and daring stunts captured the public’s imagination. It was this period of rapid growth that

set the stage for the emergence of iconic trucks like Bigfoot.

2. The Birth of Bigfoot

2.1 The Visionary Behind the Name

Bigfoot’s story begins in 1990 with Matt Drummond, a former NASCAR driver turned entrepreneur. Drummond

sought to create a monster truck that combined the raw power of a race car with the sheer presence of a mythical

creature. He wanted a machine that would stand out both on the track and in the media.

2.2 Naming the Beast

The name “Bigfoot” was chosen for its immediate association with the elusive, gigantic creature of folklore. The

name evoked mystery, power, and a sense of adventure—perfect for a vehicle that would dominate the dirt tracks

and arenas worldwide.

3. Design and Engineering: Building a Legend

3.1 Chassis and Suspension

The original Bigfoot featured a custom-built chassis designed for maximum durability and flexibility. The suspension

system, a key factor in handling the rough terrain and high jumps, was engineered using a combination of heavy-

duty springs and shock absorbers, allowing the truck to absorb impact and maintain stability.

3.2 The Powerhouse Engine

At its core, Bigfoot was powered by a 12.0 �liter V8 engineproducing over 1,000 horsepower. This engine was



paired with a robust transmission that could handle the immense torque required for both speed and the massive

weight of the vehicle.

3.3 Tires and Wheels

The truck’s signature feature—its enormous tires—measured 48 inches in diameter. These tires were not just for

show; they were engineered to provide the necessary traction and shock absorption for high jumps and rough

terrain. The tire design also contributed to Bigfoot’s distinctive silhouette, instantly recognizable in any crowd.

3.4 Safety Innovations

Safety was paramount. The original Bigfoot was equipped with a roll cage, reinforced frame, and advanced braking

systems to protect the driver and the audience. The design also incorporated safety harnesses and fire

suppression systems to mitigate risks inherent in high �speed stunts.

4. The Debut and Early Success

4.1 First Appearance

Bigfoot made its first public appearance in 1990 during a Monster Jam event in California. The debut was a

spectacular showcase of power and agility, featuring jumps that left audiences gasping and competitors stunned.

4.2 Media Buzz

The truck’s first show garnered significant media attention, with television networks and magazines covering its

performance. The combination of a striking visual design and the thrill of its stunts helped Bigfoot quickly become a

fan favorite.

4.3 Awards and Recognition

Within its first year, Bigfoot earned multiple awards, including “Best New Monster Truck” and “Top Performer” at

various Monster Jam events. These accolades cemented its status as a pioneering force in the sport.

5. Technical Specifications

•  Engine: 12.0 �liter V8, 1,000+ hp

•  Transmission: 5 �speed manual with dual clutch

•  Tires: 48 �inch diameter, custom tread pattern

•  Weight: Approximately 9,000 lbs

•  Height: 10 ft (including tires)

•  Length: 16 ft

•  Width: 8 ft

•  Suspension: Heavy �duty springs and shock absorbers

•  Safety: Roll cage, reinforced frame, fire suppression system

6. Cultural Impact and Legacy

6.1 Redefining Monster Truck Entertainment

Bigfoot’s success helped shift monster truck events from niche spectacles to mainstream entertainment. Its

high �profile performances attracted corporate sponsorships, television deals, and a broader fan base, paving the

way for other iconic trucks like Grave Digger and Nitro Circus.

6.2 Inspiring Generations



Beyond the tracks, Bigfoot became an inspiration for countless young enthusiasts. Many aspiring drivers cite the

original Bigfoot as a catalyst that sparked their interest in motorsports, leading to the rise of a new generation of

truck drivers and engineers.

6.3 Merchandising and Brand Expansion

Bigfoot’s brand extended beyond the arena. The truck’s image appeared on action figures, apparel, video games,

and even theme park attractions. This diversification helped cement its place in popular culture.

7. Where to See Bigfoot Today

7.1 Live Events

While the original Bigfoot is retired, the legacy lives on. Fans can still experience the thrill by watching current

Monster Jam events featuring Bigfoot’s descendants or tribute trucks. These events often feature the same

high �energy stunts that defined the original.

7.2 Museums and Exhibitions

Some automotive museums have featured the original Bigfoot in special exhibits. These displays provide an in �depth

look at the truck’s engineering and historical significance.

7.3 Virtual Experiences

Digital platforms now offer virtual reality and simulation experiences that let fans drive or ride in a Bigfoot replica.

These immersive experiences keep the legend alive for new audiences.

8. Frequently Asked Questions

1.  What year was the original Bigfoot built? The original Bigfoot was constructed in 1990.

2.  Who drove the original Bigfoot? The original driver was Matt Drummond, the truck’s creator.

3.  Is the original Bigfoot still operational? The original truck is retired and preserved as a historical artifact.

4.  Can I purchase a replica of Bigfoot? Yes, several companies produce high �quality replicas for collectors and 

enthusiasts.

5.  Where can I watch Bigfoot in action? Current Monster Jam events feature Bigfoot’s legacy through tribute 

trucks and special appearances.

Conclusion

The original Bigfoot monster truck is more than a vehicle; it is a cultural icon that reshaped an entire sport. From its

innovative engineering to its electrifying performances, Bigfoot set the standard for monster truck entertainment

and inspired countless fans and future drivers. Though the original truck has retired, its legacy continues to roar

through live events, museums, and the hearts of enthusiasts worldwide. Whether you’re a seasoned fan or a

curious newcomer, the story of Bigfoot offers a thrilling glimpse into the power, passion, and imagination that drive

the world of monster trucks.
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