
GENERAL

the nightmare before christmas this is halloween piano 
notes
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

Introduction

When the crisp autumn air begins to settle and the first pumpkins appear on windowsills, the world turns to a 

darker, more whimsical mood. For many, the most iconic Halloween song that captures this spirit is “This Is 

Halloween,” from the beloved stop �motion film The Nightmare Before Christmas. Whether you’re a seasoned pianist

looking for fresh material or a beginner eager to bring the spooky melodies of Halloween into your living room,

finding the right piano notes can be both a challenge and a delight. In this guide, we’ll explore everything you need

to know about playing the piano version of “This Is Halloween,” from the history of the piece to detailed

performance tips and resources for sheet music.

Why “This Is Halloween” Is a Must �Learn for Piano Players

“This Is Halloween” is more than just a catchy tune; it’s a masterclass in musical storytelling. Its memorable hook,

rhythmic drive, and eerie harmonies make it a perfect showcase for pianists of all levels. Here are a few reasons

why mastering this piece can enhance your piano repertoire:

•  Versatility – The song can be arranged in various styles, from simple pop arrangements to complex jazz 

improvisations.

•  Expressive Opportunities – The contrast between the bright, mischievous verses and the darker, haunting 

choruses allows pianists to practice dynamics and articulation.

•  Audience Appeal – During Halloween concerts or parties, this familiar melody instantly engages listeners of 

all ages.

•  Learning Value – The piece incorporates common chord progressions, rhythmic patterns, and melodic motifs 

that reinforce fundamental piano skills.

Background: The Nightmare Before Christmas and Its Musical Legacy

Tim Burton’s 1993 classic The Nightmare Before Christmasis a visual and auditory feast. Directed by Burton and

produced by Henry Selick, the film tells the tale of Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin King of Halloween Town, who

discovers Christmas Town and attempts to bring its holiday spirit to his own realm. The film’s score, composed by

Danny Elfman, is celebrated for its whimsical, gothic, and pop �era blend.

Elfman’s music is characterized by memorable melodies, lush orchestration, and a touch of humor. “This Is

Halloween” is the opening number that immediately immerses the audience in the film’s quirky world. Its success

has led to countless covers, live performances, and, of course, a demand for piano arrangements that allow

musicians to recreate the magic on a single instrument.

Finding the Official Piano Sheet Music

For those seeking authenticity, the first place to look is the official sheet music published by the film’s production

company or licensed music publishers. The original piano transcription, often titled “This Is Halloween – Piano

Sheet Music,” contains the precise notes, dynamics, and articulations used in the film’s soundtrack.



Popular sources include:

•  Musicnotes.com – Offers downloadable PDF files for purchase.

•  Sheet Music Plus – Provides both digital and print versions.

•  Hal Leonard – Known for high �quality transcriptions and instructional materials.

Purchasing official sheet music ensures you have the exact arrangement used in the film, which is especially

important if you plan to perform in a formal setting or record a cover.

Reading Piano Sheet Music: A Quick Refresher

Before diving into the piece itself, let’s review some key concepts that will help you navigate the sheet music

efficiently:

1.  Key Signature – Indicates the key of the piece (e.g., C major, G minor). “This Is Halloween” is typically written 

in G minor.

2.  Time Signature – Shows the meter (e.g., 4/4, 3/4). The song usually appears in common time (4/4).

3.  Notes and Rests – Learn the duration of each note type (whole, half, quarter, eighth, etc.) and how rests are 

represented.

4.  Dynamic Markings – Symbols such as p (piano), f (forte), and mf (mezzo �forte) guide the volume.

5.  Articulation – Marks like staccato (short) or legato (smooth) affect how you play each note.

Common Symbols in “This Is Halloween”

When you look at the official piano transcription, you’ll encounter a few symbols that are essential to capture the

song’s character:

•  Accent marks (>) – Emphasize specific beats.

•  Repeat signs (||: :||) – Indicate sections that repeat.

•  Ornamentations – Trills or grace notes add a playful touch.

•  Pedal marks – Suggest when to sustain for a richer harmonic texture.

Step �by �Step Guide to Playing “This Is Halloween” on Piano

Below is a practical walkthrough of the piece, broken into its main sections. We’ll cover the left �hand

accompaniment, right �hand melody, and how to transition smoothly between them.

1. The Intro: Setting the Scene

The opening measures establish the spooky atmosphere. The left hand plays a simple broken chord pattern in G

minor, while the right hand introduces the iconic opening phrase.

1.  Start with a gentle arpeggio in G minor: G–D–B–G.

2.  Play the melody: “This is… Halloween!” in a staccato rhythm to mimic the film’s energetic feel.

3.  Use a light dynamic (p) to create contrast with the forthcoming chorus.

2. Verse 1: The Town’s Introduction

Here, the harmony shifts to a more playful major key, reflecting the town’s whimsical nature.

1.  Switch the left hand to a walking bass line in G major.

2.  Maintain the staccato rhythm in the right hand.

3.  Introduce a subtle syncopation on the second beat to add rhythmic interest.

3. Chorus: The Big Reveal



The chorus is where the melody reaches its most memorable height. Dynamics become louder, and the harmony

deepens.

1.  Use a full chord in the left hand: G–B–D–F.

2.  Play the melody with a legato touch to smooth out the transitions.

3.  Add a crescendo (pp !’ ff) to build excitement.

4. Bridge: The Dark Turn

In this section, the key modulates to a minor mode, creating a darker tone.

1.  Introduce a chromatic bass line in the left hand.

2.  Play the melody with a slightly slower tempo to emphasize the tension.

3.  Use a soft dynamic (pp) before returning to the final chorus.

5. Final Chorus and Outro

Return to the original key and repeat the final chorus with full dynamics. End with a dramatic chord that resolves in

G major, leaving the listener satisfied.

Practice Tips for Beginners

Learning a new piece can feel overwhelming, but a structured approach can make it manageable.

1.  Divide the Piece – Practice one section at a time (intro, verse, chorus).

2.  Use a Metronome – Start slow (e.g., 60 BPM) and gradually increase.

3.  Hands Separately – Practice the right hand melody and left hand accompaniment separately before 

combining.

4.  Focus on Dynamics – Use a piano (soft) and forte (loud) to bring out the song’s contrast.

5.  Record Yourself – Listening back helps identify timing or articulation issues.

Advanced Techniques for Experienced Pianists

Once you’re comfortable with the basics, you can add layers of expression to elevate your performance.

•  Voicing – Emphasize the melody by playing it slightly higher in the right hand while keeping the 

accompaniment in the lower register.

•  Pedal Usage – Use the sustain pedal sparingly to avoid muddiness, especially during the chorus.

•  Ornamentation – Add trills or grace notes to mimic the film’s whimsical touches.

•  Dynamic Contrast – Explore extremes of volume (pp to ff) to create drama.

•  Improvisation – Try improvising a solo section over the chord changes for a jazz feel.

Alternative Arrangements and Transcriptions

Beyond the official piano transcription, many musicians have created their own arrangements to suit different skill

levels or musical styles.

•  Simplified Arrangements – Ideal for beginners, these focus on the main melody with fewer chords.

•  Jazz Transcriptions – Incorporate extended chords (7th, 9th, 13th) for a richer harmonic palette.

•  Classical Variations – Use counterpoint or fugue techniques to transform the piece.

•  Electronic Synthesizer Arrangements – Replace piano sounds with synth pads for a modern twist.

Online Resources for “This Is Halloween” Piano Notes



Finding high �quality sheet music and tutorials online is easier than ever. Below are some reputable platforms:

1.  Musicnotes.com – Offers the official piano transcription with interactive playback.

2.  Sheet Music Plus – Provides both digital downloads and printed copies.

3.  IMSLP.org – For public domain arrangements (though the official sheet is not public domain).

4.  YouTube Tutorials – Search for “This Is Halloween piano tutorial” to find step �by �step video lessons.

5.  Piano Street – A community forum where musicians discuss arrangements and share tips.

Creating Your Own Arrangement: A Step �by �Step Approach

Want to put your personal touch on the piece? Here’s how to craft a custom arrangement:

1.  Analyze the Original – Identify key motifs, chord progressions, and rhythmic patterns.

2.  Choose Your Key – Transpose the piece to suit your vocal range or instrument comfort.
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