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Introduction

In a world where faith and reason often seem to pull in opposite directions, the Case for Christ offers a bridge that
invites both skeptics and believers to explore the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus through rigorous inquiry.
Originally written by investigative journalist Lee Strobel, the book presents a compelling narrative that challenges
readers to examine the evidence for Christ with the same curiosity that guided Strobel’s own courtroom
investigations. Yet, reading a book alone can leave many questions unanswered, especially in group settings or
when trying to apply the insights to daily life. That's where a well craftedstudy guide for the Case for Christ
becomes invaluable. A study guide not only structures the reading experience but also deepens engagement,
sparks thoughtful discussion, and encourages personal reflection.

Whether you're a pastor preparing a series, a small group leader looking for a fresh resource, or an individual eager
to test the foundations of your faith, this comprehensive guide will help you navigate the book’s chapters, uncover

its key arguments, and apply its lessons. Below, we break down the book’s major themes, outline a practical study
plan, provide discussion prompts, and suggest additional resources—all designed to make the journey through the
Case for Christ both enlightening and transformative.

Overview of “The Case for Christ”

Author: Lee Strobel

Lee Strobel, a former investigative journalist for the Chicago Tribune, turned his legal training toward a quest for
truth about Jesus. After his wife’s death and his subsequent search for meaning, Strobel decided to investigate the
claims of Christianity with the same rigor he applied to courtroom cases. His work culminated in a bestselling book
that combines personal narrative, historical research, and interviews with scholars.

Book Structure

The book is organized into 13 chapters, each tackling a specific claim about Jesus. From the authenticity of the
Gospel accounts to the miracles, the crucifixion, and the resurrection, Strobel systematically examines evidence
and counterarguments. The narrative arc moves from the historical context of Jesus to the ultimate claim of His
divinity, making the book a logical and persuasive journey for readers.

Why Use a Study Guide?

Benefits of Structured Learning

A study guide transforms a solitary reading experience into a dynamic learning process. By breaking the book into
manageable sections, it:

¢ Helps readers retain key facts and arguments.

¢ Encourages active engagement through questions and reflections.

« Facilitates group discussion by providing a shared framework.

e Supports application of insights to personal faith and community life.

Enhanced Critical Thinking



Strobel's investigative style already encourages critical analysis, but a study guide amplifies this by prompting
readers to:

e Compare the evidence presented with their own preconceptions.
« ldentify logical fallacies or gaps in the argument.
e Explore alternative perspectives offered by scholars.

Key Themes Covered in the Study Guide

Historical Evidence

One of the book’s core claims is that Jesus existed as a historical figure. The study guide highlights primary sources
—such as the works of Josephus, Tacitus, and the New Testament texts—and encourages readers to examine their
authenticity, context, and reliability.

Miracles and Supernatural Events

Strobel interviews experts who analyze miracles like the feeding of the 5,000, the healing of the blind, and the
resurrection. The guide prompts readers to consider the criteria for supernatural events and the implications for the
credibility of Jesus’s ministry.

The Resurrection

Perhaps the most pivotal chapter, the Resurrection is examined through archaeological findings, eyewitness
testimonies, and theological implications. The study guide invites readers to grapple with the evidence and its
significance for Christian faith.

Jesus’ ldentity

From the claims of divinity to the nature of the Trinity, Strobel navigates complex theological terrain. The guide
encourages readers to reflect on how these claims intersect with historical evidence and personal belief.

Sample Study Guide Format

Week by Week Plan (8 Weeks)

To accommodate both individual and group study, we propose an eight week schedule. Each week focuses on one
or two chapters, paired with discussion questions and reflection prompts.

Week 1: Introduction & Chapter 1 (Jesus: A Historical Figure) — Overview and initial reflections.
Week 2: Chapters 2—3 (The Life of Jesus & The Gospel Accounts) — Contextualizing the narrative.
Week 3: Chapters 4-5 (The Miracles & The Crucifixion) — Evaluating supernatural claims.

Week 4: Chapters 6—7 (The Resurrection & The Early Church) — Analyzing the pivotal event.
Week 5: Chapters 8-9 (The Legacy & Theological Implications) — Connecting history to doctrine.
Week 6: Chapters 10-11 (The Evidence & The Verdict) — Synthesizing arguments.

Week 7: Chapters 12—-13 (The Call & The Conclusion) — Personal application.

8. Week 8: Review & Final Discussion — Consolidating learning and setting future steps.
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Daily Reading
Each day, readers should aim for 15-20 minutes of focused reading, followed by a brief note-taking session. This
approach ensures steady progress without overwhelming participants.

Discussion Questions

For group leaders, the following questions can be used to spark conversation:



What evidence presented in Chapter 1 most challenged your assumptions? Why?

How do the Gospel accounts differ, and what does that say about their reliability?

¢ Which miracle, if any, seemed most credible to you? What factors influenced your assessment?
What are the strongest arguments for the resurrection, and what are the potential weaknesses?
* How does understanding Jesus’ identity reshape your view of Christianity?

Reflection Prompts
Individuals can deepen their personal engagement by reflecting on:
* How does the evidence align or conflict with your spiritual journey?
¢ What questions remain unanswered, and how might you pursue answers?

« In what ways has your perception of Jesus changed after reading each chapter?
e How can you apply the insights gained to your daily faith practice?

Discussion Questions for Groups

Open Ended Questions
Encourage participants to think critically and share personal insights:
« What role does faith play when confronting historical evidence?
¢ Can skepticism coexist with belief? How?
* What does the resurrection mean for contemporary Christian living?
Debate Prompts
Structured debates can sharpen analytical skills:
* |s the evidence for Jesus’ miracles sufficient to declare them supernatural?

» Does the historical evidence for the resurrection outweigh the theological arguments?
¢ Can the early church’s growth be solely attributed to the resurrection narrative?

Practical Application

Personal Growth
By confronting evidence head on, readers often experience:
« Deeper conviction or newfound questions.

e Improved critical thinking skills.
e Greater appreciation for the historical roots of faith.

Church Study Groups
Church leaders can adapt the guide to:
e Facilitate Sunday school or Bible study sessions.

e Encourage members to share testimonies related to the evidence.
¢ Use the discussion prompts to build community and mutual accountability.

Resources and Further Reading

Books

¢ A Short History of the World — Provides context for the Roman Empire and Jewish society.
e The Gospel of the Gospels — A comparative study of the four canonical gospels.



» Jesus, the Evidence — A concise summary of historical sources supporting Jesus'’ life.
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