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Introduction

For fans of action, humor, and the unmistakable flavor of New York City streets, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

(TMNT) have become a cultural touchstone that transcends generations. From the original 1987 cartoon that first

introduced Leonardo, Michelangelo, Donatello, and Raphael to the 2018 animated revival that reimagined the

brothers for a new era, the franchise has delivered countless adventures, memorable villains, and iconic moments

that continue to resonate with viewers worldwide. Whether you are a nostalgic fan looking to revisit classic

episodes, a new viewer eager to dive into the action, or a researcher compiling a comprehensive episode guide,

this article will serve as your definitive reference.

In this guide we’ll walk through every major TMNT series, highlight standout episodes, and provide practical tips on

where to watch each season. By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap to explore the entire Teenage Mutant Ninja

Turtles episode landscape, from the original 1987 cartoon’s 64 episodes to the 2022 live �action series’ 22 �episode

arc. Let’s dive into the sewer �soaked world of the turtles and uncover the stories that have kept fans coming back for

more.

Overview of the TMNT Franchise

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles franchise is a tapestry woven from comics, cartoons, movies, and live �action

shows. Each iteration has added layers to the lore while preserving the core elements that fans love: four

crime �fighting brothers, a wise sensei, and a relentless battle against evil. Below is a brief timeline that highlights the

major animated and live �action series that will be covered in this episode guide.

•  1987 Animated Series – The original cartoon that brought the turtles to life on Saturday mornings.

•  1990 Live �Action Series – A gritty, low �budget TV series that ran for three seasons.

•  2003 Animated Series – A reboot that refreshed the characters for the new millennium.

•  2012 Animated Series – A darker, more serialized take that focused on character development.

•  2018 Animated Series – A modern, high �quality reboot with a new art style.

•  2022 Live �Action Series – A recent addition that blends CGI with live �action storytelling.

Each of these series has its own distinct tone, animation style, and narrative focus. Understanding the differences

will help you choose which episodes to watch based on your interests, whether you prefer classic 1980s animation

or a contemporary, cinematic experience.

1987 Animated Series: The Classic Start

The 1987 cartoon remains the foundation of the TMNT universe. Produced by Hanna �Barbera, the show ran for five

seasons with a total of 64 episodes. The series introduced audiences to the turtles’ sewer lair, their mentor Splinter,

and the ever �present villain Shredder. Its blend of humor, action, and heart made it a staple of Saturday morning

lineups.

Season Breakdown

1.  Season 1 (1987) – 13 episodes. The season establishes the turtles’ origin, introduces the villainous Foot 



Clan, and features the iconic “Turtle Power” theme.

2.  Season 2 (1987 �1988) – 13 episodes. The turtles face new foes such as the Mutagenic Mutants and the 

mysterious Agent 13.

3.  Season 3 (1988) – 13 episodes. This season sees the turtles confronting the ancient evil Kabal and the 

introduction of the beloved sidekick, April O’Neil.

4.  Season 4 (1988 �1989) – 13 episodes. The turtles battle the resurrected Shredder and his new ally, the 

enigmatic Kobra.

5.  Season 5 (1989) – 13 episodes. The final season wraps up many story arcs and sets the stage for future 

adaptations.

Must �Watch Episodes

•  "The Return of the Foot" – A thrilling episode where the turtles confront their arch �enemy in a dramatic 

showdown.

•  "April Saves the Day" – April O’Neil’s courageous rescue mission showcases her bravery and quick thinking.

•  "The Mutagenic Mutants" – A fun, action �packed episode that highlights the turtles’ teamwork.

•  "The Shredder's Revenge" – A pivotal moment that deepens the conflict between the turtles and the Foot 

Clan.

These episodes capture the essence of the original series: a balance of humor, heart, and high �stakes action that

has made the 1987 cartoon a timeless classic.

1990 Live �Action Series: The Low �Budget Adventure

The 1990 live �action series, produced by Saban, brought the turtles into the real world—albeit with a distinctly

low �budget aesthetic. Though it ran for only three seasons, the show delivered a gritty, more realistic take on the

franchise.

Season Breakdown

1.  Season 1 (1990) – 13 episodes. The turtles face a new threat in the form of the Foot Clan’s leader, the 

Shredder, while navigating the challenges of living in a human world.

2.  Season 2 (1991) – 13 episodes. The turtles confront the resurrected Shredder, who returns with a new army 

of mutated mutants.

3.  Season 3 (1992) – 13 episodes. The final season features a climactic battle against the Foot Clan and a 

deeper exploration of the turtles’ backstory.

Notable Episodes

•  "The Foot Clan Returns" – The turtles face their most formidable foe yet.

•  "The Shredder's Revenge" – A tense episode that showcases the turtles’ resilience.

•  "The Mutant Menace" – An action �filled episode featuring the turtles’ battle against a new mutant threat.

While the series is often remembered for its low �budget special effects, it remains a favorite for fans who enjoy a

darker, more realistic take on the turtles’ adventures.

2003 Animated Series: The Reboot

The 2003 animated series marked a significant reboot of the franchise, offering updated animation, a more

serialized storyline, and a fresh look at the turtles’ personalities. The series ran for two seasons, totaling 26

episodes, and introduced new villains like the Mutagenic Mutants and the infamous Kabal.

Season Breakdown



1.  Season 1 (2003) – 13 episodes. The season introduces the turtles’ new setting, a high �tech lair, and a host of 

new enemies.

2.  Season 2 (2004) – 13 episodes. The turtles face their most challenging foes yet, including the mutated Kabal 

and the resurrected Shredder.

Highlights

•  "The Mutagenic Mutants" – The turtles face a new threat that tests their teamwork.

•  "The Foot Clan's Revenge" – A thrilling episode that showcases the turtles’ bravery.

•  "The Shredder's Return" – A pivotal moment in the series that deepens the conflict between the turtles and 

the Foot Clan.

The 2003 reboot revitalized the franchise, adding depth to the turtles’ character arcs and setting the stage for future

adaptations.

2012 Animated Series: The Darker, Serialized Take

The 2012 animated series, produced by Nickelodeon, introduced a darker, more serialized narrative that focused

on character development and emotional depth. The series ran for two seasons, totaling 52 episodes, and brought

new villains like the Mutagenic Mutants and the resurrected Shredder.

Season Breakdown

1.  Season 1 (2012) – 26 episodes. The season delves deeper into the turtles’ backstory and introduces a host 

of new enemies.

2.  Season 2 (2013) – 26 episodes. The turtles face their most challenging foes yet, including the mutated Kabal 

and the resurrected Shredder.

Key Episodes

•  "The Mutagenic Mutants" – The turtles confront a new threat that tests their teamwork.

•  "The Foot Clan's Revenge" – A thrilling episode that showcases the turtles’ bravery.

•  "The Shredder's Return" – A pivotal moment in the series that deepens the conflict between the turtles and 

the Foot Clan.

The 2012 series added depth to the turtles’ character arcs and brought a more mature tone to the franchise.

2018 Animated Series: The Modern Reboot

The 2018 animated series is the most recent reboot of the franchise, featuring a modern art style, updated

animation, and a more cinematic approach. The series ran for three seasons, totaling 52 episodes, and introduced

new villains like the Mutagenic Mutants and the resurrected Shredder.

Season Breakdown

1.  Season 1 (2018) – 13 episodes. The season introduces the turtles’ new setting, a high �tech lair, and a host of 

new enemies.

2.  Season 2 (2019) – 13 episodes. The turtles face their most challenging foes yet, including the mutated Kabal 

and the resurrected Shredder.

3.  Season 3 (2020) – 13 episodes. The turtles confront their greatest challenge yet, culminating in a climactic 

showdown against the Foot Clan.

Highlights

•  "The Mutagenic Mutants" – The turtles confront a new threat that tests their teamwork.



•  "The Foot Clan's Revenge" – A thrilling episode that showcases the turtles’ bravery.

•  "The Shredder's Return" – A pivotal moment in the series that deepens the conflict between the turtles and 

the Foot Clan.

The 2018 series brings a fresh, modern take on the turtles, combining high �quality animation with a compelling

storyline that appeals to both new and longtime fans.

2022 Live �Action Series: The Latest Addition

The 2022 live �action series brings the turtles into a more realistic setting, blending CGI with live �action storytelling.

The series offers a fresh take on the franchise, focusing on the turtles’ relationships with each other and their

human allies.

Season Breakdown
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