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Introduction

When the Star Wars Edge of the Empire series burst onto the scene in 2004, it brought fresh life to a universe 

that had already expanded beyond the silver screen. This collection of novels, short stories, and comics offered 

readers an opportunity to explore the galaxy’s fringes, where lawlessness, intrigue, and the last vestiges of the 

Empire clash in a high �stakes dance. In this comprehensive guide, we dive into the origins, plotlines, characters, 

and cultural impact of the Star Wars Edge of the Empiresaga. Whether you’re a long �time fan or new to the

franchise, this article will equip you with everything you need to know about this pivotal chapter in Star �Wars lore.

What Is the Star Wars Edge of the Empire?

The Star Wars Edge of the Empire franchise is a multi �medium narrative set between the events of A New Hope 

and The Empire Strikes Back. It focuses on the underbelly of the galaxy—smuggler havens, crime syndicates, and

the remnants of Imperial forces that still roam the outer rim. The series was launched by Dark Horse Comics in

2004 and quickly expanded to include novels, short story collections, and even a role �playing game, all penned by

some of the most respected writers in the Star �Wars community.

Key Mediums and Releases

•  Comics: The original comic series ran 20 issues, each featuring a self �contained adventure that tied into a 

larger overarching plot.

•  Novels: The flagship novel, The Last Command by Steve Perry, set the tone for the series. Subsequent titles 

like Shadow of the Empire and Storm over the Solomacs broadened the narrative scope.

•  Short Stories: Collections such as Edge of the Empire: Short Stories offered glimpses into side characters 

and lesser �known locales.

•  Role �Playing Game: The Edge of the Empire RPG provided fans with a way to create their own stories within 

the same universe.

Setting the Stage: The Outer Rim Frontier

The Star Wars Edge of the Empirestories unfold across a sprawling network of planets and spaceports that exist

outside the tight control of the Galactic Empire. Think of the Outer Rim as a cosmic Wild West: lawlessness reigns,

but the Empire’s presence is still felt in the form of covert operatives, bounty hunters, and the occasional Imperial

cruiser. This setting allows for a blend of high �tech gadgetry and gritty survival, making the series a perfect

playground for adventurous readers.

Notable Locations

1.  Bespin: The floating gas giant and its iconic Cloud City serve as a central hub for smuggling and corporate 

intrigue.

2.  Jakku: A dusty desert world that becomes a pivotal battleground in the original trilogy.

3.  Ryloth: The homeworld of the Twi’leks, known for its harsh climate and complex politics.

4.  Tatooine: While already familiar, its depiction in the Edge of the Empire series offers new angles on its 

smuggler culture.



Core Characters and Their Arcs

The strength of the Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries lies in its diverse cast of characters, each bringing their

own motivations and moral complexities to the narrative. Below are some of the most memorable figures you’ll

encounter.

Han Solo

Although not the central focus, Han Solo’s presence in the Edge of the Empirestories is unmistakable. His

relationships with Chewbacca and the rest of the crew are fleshed out, and the series provides insight into his early

years as a smuggler before the events of the original trilogy.

Chewbacca

Chewie’s loyalty and bravery are highlighted in several short stories, showing his role as a steadfast ally to the

protagonists and his deep connection to the Wookiee culture.

Jax Brong

Jax Brong is the quintessential anti �hero of the series—a former Imperial officer turned smuggler. His complex

relationship with the remnants of the Empire adds a layer of moral ambiguity to the story.

Jade Halloway

Jade Halloway is a human smuggler who becomes entangled in a plot that threatens the very fabric of the Outer

Rim. Her journey from reluctant participant to key player offers a fresh perspective on gender dynamics within the

Star �Wars universe.

Shara N'Zara

Shara is a Twi’lek smuggler with a knack for information gathering. Her involvement in the political intrigues of 

Ryloth demonstrates how the Edge of the Empire series delves into the complexities of non �human cultures.

Plot Overview: From the First Issue to the Last

While each issue or novel in the Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries can stand alone, they all weave together to

form an overarching narrative that examines the shifting power dynamics of the galaxy’s outer reaches. The central

theme revolves around the struggle between the remnants of Imperial power and the rising forces of rebellion.

Issue 1: “The Last Command”

The series opens with a high �stakes smuggling operation that goes awry when a rogue Imperial officer attempts to

seize control. The protagonist, a smuggler named Jax Brong, must navigate treacherous alliances to protect his

crew.

Issue 5: “Storm Over the Solomacs”

In this pivotal story, a massive storm threatens the Solomacs, a cluster of moons. The protagonists must outwit

both Imperial forces and a rival smuggling syndicate, all while racing against time.

Issue 10: “The Edge of the Empire”

The climax of the series sees the final showdown between the remnants of the Empire and the rebellion’s new

foothold. The stakes are high, and the outcome will shape the galaxy’s future for years to come.

Writing Style and Narrative Tone



The Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries is celebrated for its cinematic storytelling, vivid world �building, and

character depth. The authors employ a blend of action, dialogue, and introspection, ensuring that readers remain

engaged from start to finish. The narrative tone often reflects the harsh realities of the Outer Rim—there’s a sense

of danger, but also of hope and camaraderie among the characters.

Influence of the Original Trilogy

While the Edge of the Empireseries stands on its own, it frequently references key moments from the original

trilogy. This intertextuality enriches the experience for seasoned fans and offers newcomers a deeper connection to

the broader Star �Wars canon.

Impact on Star �Wars Lore

Since its debut, the Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries has had a lasting influence on the franchise’s

storytelling. It expanded the universe’s narrative scope, introduced new characters that later appeared in other

media, and provided a framework for exploring the galaxy’s lawless corners.

Influence on Expanded Universe

•  Introduced the concept of the “Outer Rim” as a distinct narrative territory.

•  Set the stage for later novels like Rebels: The Rise of the Empire.

•  Created a template for blending action with political intrigue.

Legacy in Fan Communities

The Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries has inspired countless fan theories, fan fiction, and cosplay. Its

characters—especially Jax Brong and Jade Halloway—have become fan favorites, often cited in discussions about

the most compelling non �main �character arcs in the franchise.

Critical Reception and Awards

Critics praised the Edge of the Empire series for its immersive storytelling and strong character development. The 

original comic series won the 2005 Inkpot Award, while the novels received accolades from the Science Fiction and 

Fantasy Writers of America.

Reader Feedback

•  High praise for the blend of action and emotional depth.

•  Appreciation for the detailed world �building and realistic portrayal of smuggling culture.

•  Critiques focused on occasional pacing issues in longer arcs.

How to Get Started: A Guide for New Readers

If you’re new to the Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries, here’s a step �by �step guide to help you dive in without

feeling overwhelmed.

Step 1: Choose Your Medium

Decide whether you prefer comics, novels, or short stories. Each medium offers a different reading experience, but

all share the same core storyline.

Step 2: Start with the Original Comic Series

Begin with Issue 1: “The Last Command.” It introduces the main characters and sets the tone for the series.



Step 3: Complement with Key Novels

After finishing the comics, read The Last Command and Shadow of the Empire for deeper character exploration.

Step 4: Explore the Short Story Collections

These provide additional context and side stories that enrich the main plot.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the Star Wars Edge of the Empire part of the official canon?

Yes, the Edge of the Empirestories are considered part of the Star �Wars canon, following Disney’s 2014 canon

re �definition.

Can I find the Edge of the Empire comics on digital platforms?

Many of the original issues are available on digital comic platforms such as ComiXology, as well as on the official

Star �Wars website.

What is the relationship between the Edge of the Empire and the Rebel Alliance?

While the Edge of the Empireseries focuses on smugglers and the remnants of the Empire, it also highlights the

early seeds of rebellion that later evolve into the Rebel Alliance.

Conclusion

The Star Wars Edge of the Empireseries stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of the galaxy far, far

away. Its rich blend of action, intrigue, and character depth offers
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