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South Carolina Real Estate Commission Department: Your Comprehensive 
Guide

The South Carolina Real Estate Commission Department is the cornerstone of the state's real estate industry,

ensuring that agents, brokers, and salespersons operate with integrity, competence, and compliance. Whether

you’re a first �time buyer, a seasoned investor, or a prospective real estate professional, understanding how this

department functions can help you navigate the market more confidently and safely.

Table of Contents

•  Overview of the Department

•  History and Evolution

•  Core Functions and Responsibilities

•  Licensing Process

•  Exam Preparation and Requirements

•  Continuing Education Mandates

•  Consumer Protection Initiatives

•  Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement

•  Key Resources and Tools

•  How to Apply for a License

•  Frequently Asked Questions

•  Conclusion

Overview of the Department

The South Carolina Real Estate Commission Department, officially known as the South Carolina Real Estate

Commission (SCOREC), is a state agency that regulates the practice of real estate. It operates under the authority

of the South Carolina Legislature and is responsible for issuing, suspending, or revoking licenses, enforcing real

estate laws, and safeguarding the interests of consumers and industry professionals alike.

Key duties include:

•  Setting licensing standards and exam requirements

•  Administering continuing education programs

•  Investigating complaints and conducting disciplinary hearings

•  Providing educational resources and public outreach

History and Evolution

The South Carolina Real Estate Commission was established in the early 1960s as part of a nationwide push to

standardize real estate practices. Over the decades, the department has adapted to changes in technology, market

dynamics, and consumer expectations.

Major milestones include:



1.  1963 – Formation of the initial commission structure.

2.  1985 – Introduction of the first computerized licensing system.

3.  2003 – Adoption of mandatory continuing education for license renewal.

4.  2015 – Implementation of an online complaint portal.

5.  2022 – Launch of a comprehensive mobile app for licensees.

Core Functions and Responsibilities

1. Licensing and Registration

All real estate professionals must be licensed by SCOREC. The department maintains a public database of active

licensees, providing transparency and allowing consumers to verify credentials.

2. Examination and Standards

SCOREC develops and administers the licensing examinations, ensuring that candidates possess the knowledge

necessary to conduct real estate transactions ethically and competently.

3. Continuing Education

To keep licensees current with evolving laws and market trends, SCOREC mandates a structured continuing

education program, typically requiring 12 hours every two years.

4. Consumer Protection

By enforcing strict disclosure requirements and handling complaints, the department protects buyers, sellers, and

tenants from deceptive practices.

5. Disciplinary Oversight

When violations occur, the commission investigates and imposes sanctions ranging from warnings to license

revocation, ensuring accountability within the industry.

Licensing Process

Obtaining a real estate license in South Carolina involves several steps. Below is a detailed roadmap to help you

navigate the process smoothly.

Step 1: Meet Basic Eligibility

•  Be at least 18 years old.

•  Have a high school diploma or equivalent.

•  Be a U.S. citizen or legal resident.

•  Pass a background check.

Step 2: Complete Pre �Licensing Education

South Carolina requires 90 hours of pre �licensing coursework from an approved institution. Topics include:

•  Real Estate Principles

•  Real Estate Practice

•  Real Estate Math

•  Legal Aspects of Real Estate

•  Ethics and Professional Conduct

Step 3: Submit Your Application

Applications can be filed online via the South Carolina Real Estate Commission Portal. Be prepared to provide:



•  Proof of education completion.

•  Background check authorization.

•  Application fee.

Step 4: Schedule and Pass the Exam

After approval, you’ll receive an exam voucher. The exam is administered at accredited testing centers and covers

both state and national real estate principles.

Step 5: Obtain a Sponsoring Broker

New agents must work under a licensed broker. Choose a broker whose business aligns with your career goals and

values.

Step 6: Receive Your License

Once you pass the exam and meet all requirements, SCOREC will issue your license. You can then legally practice

real estate in South Carolina.

Exam Preparation and Requirements

Success on the licensing exam hinges on thorough preparation. Below are strategies and resources to help you

excel.

1. Understand the Exam Format

The exam typically consists of 120 multiple �choice questions, with a 90 �minute time limit. The test covers:

•  National real estate topics (30%)

•  State-specific laws and regulations (70%)

2. Study Materials

•  Official Study Guides: SCOREC provides official study manuals.

•  Online Courses: Many providers offer interactive modules.

•  Practice Exams: Simulate test conditions to build confidence.

3. Time Management Techniques

Allocate 3–5 minutes per question. If you’re unsure, mark and return to it after completing the rest.

4. Focus on State Law

South Carolina has unique statutes, such as the South Carolina Real Estate License Act and the Consumer 

Protection Act. Pay special attention to these sections.

Continuing Education Mandates

Maintaining a real estate license in South Carolina requires a minimum of 12 hours of continuing education every

two years. The program is designed to keep professionals updated on legal changes, market trends, and ethical

standards.

1. Core Topics

•  Real Estate Law Updates

•  Ethics and Professional Conduct

•  Fair Housing Practices

•  Technology in Real Estate



•  Risk Management

2. Approved Providers

Only accredited institutions and approved online platforms can offer CE courses. Verify credentials before enrolling.

3. Tracking and Reporting

After completing CE, you must submit proof of completion through the SCOREC portal. Failure to do so may result

in license suspension.

Consumer Protection Initiatives

Consumer confidence is vital for a healthy real estate market. SCOREC employs several mechanisms to protect

buyers, sellers, and tenants.

1. Disclosure Requirements

Agents must disclose:

•  Material facts about the property.

•  Any known defects.

•  Potential conflicts of interest.

2. Complaint Handling

Consumers can file complaints online. The commission investigates each case, ensuring fair and timely resolution.

3. Educational Outreach

Through workshops, webinars, and informational brochures, SCOREC educates the public on their rights and

responsibilities in real estate transactions.

4. Fair Housing Enforcement

South Carolina law prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national

origin. The commission actively enforces these provisions.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement

Maintaining industry integrity requires strict enforcement of rules. Below is an overview of the disciplinary process.

1. Investigation Phase

Once a complaint is filed, a commission investigator gathers evidence, interviews parties, and compiles a report.

2. Hearing and Decision

A hearing is scheduled where the licensee can present defense. The commission decides on sanctions, which may

include:

•  Reprimand

•  License suspension

•  License revocation

•  Mandatory remedial education

3. Appeals Process

Licensees can appeal decisions within 30 days. Appeals are reviewed by a higher commission panel.



4. Public Record

All disciplinary actions are publicly available, ensuring transparency and fostering trust.

Key Resources and Tools

Below is a curated list of essential tools to help you stay compliant and informed.

•  South Carolina Real Estate Commission Portal: Primary platform for licensing, CE tracking, and complaint 

submission.

•  South Carolina Real Estate Licensing Board: Governing body that sets policies.

•  South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (LAR): Oversees licensing regulations.

•  National Association of Realtors (NAR) South Carolina Chapter: Offers networking and professional 

development.

•  South Carolina Consumer Protection Agency: Provides consumer education and complaint assistance.

How to Apply for a License

1.  Complete Pre �Licensing Education: Enroll in an approved 90 �hour course.

2.  Submit the Application: Use the online portal to upload required documents.

3.  Pass the Background Check: Provide consent for a criminal background review.

4.  Schedule the Exam: Receive your voucher and choose a testing center.

5.  Secure a Sponsoring Broker: Find a broker who can mentor you.

6.  Receive Your License: Celebrate and start practicing!

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: How long does the licensing process take?

Typically, it takes 3–6 months from enrollment in pre �licensing education to receiving the license, depending on

exam scheduling and background check timelines.

Q2: Can I take the exam online?

South Carolina currently offers the exam at designated testing centers. Online proctoring is not yet available.

Q3: What is the cost of obtaining a license?

Fees include a $100 application fee, $25 background check, and $200 exam fee, totaling approximately $325.

Additional costs may arise from pre �licensing courses and CE.

Q4: Are
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