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Introduction

Whether you’re a seasoned collector, a competitive shooter, or a hobbyist looking to keep your SKS rifle in top

shape, mastering the art of assembly and disassembly is essential. The SKS, a classic Soviet-era rifle known for its

reliability and ruggedness, can be a rewarding project for those willing to invest a little time and effort into learning

its inner workings. This comprehensive guide walks you through every step of the SKS assembly and disassembly

process, offering clear instructions, safety tips, and maintenance advice to help you keep your firearm performing at

its best.

What Makes the SKS Special?

The SKS (Samozaryadny Karabin sistemy Simonova) is a semi �automatic carbine that entered service in the 1940s.

Its distinctive features include a fixed magazine, a bolt �carrier design, and a detachable rear sight. Because of its

simplicity and durability, the SKS remains popular among collectors, hunters, and shooting enthusiasts worldwide.

Understanding its design is the first step toward effective assembly and disassembly.

Key Design Elements

•  Fixed 10 �round magazine: Unlike detachable magazines, the SKS’s magazine is built into the rifle’s lower 

receiver.

•  Bolt �carrier system: The bolt and carrier work together to cycle the cartridge, making the rifle semi �automatic.

•  Rear sight and front blade: Adjustable rear sight and fixed front blade allow for quick target acquisition.

•  Trigger group: A simple trigger mechanism with a safety lever that can be engaged or disengaged.

Parts Breakdown

Before you begin, familiarize yourself with the main components of the SKS. Knowing each part’s function will make

assembly and disassembly smoother and reduce the risk of errors.

1.  Barrel – The chambered tube that houses the projectile.

2.  Receiver (Upper and Lower) – The core housing that holds the bolt, trigger, and other critical parts.

3.  Magazine – The fixed 10 �round feed system.

4.  Bolt and Bolt Carrier – The moving parts that load, lock, and fire the cartridge.

5.  Trigger Group – Includes the trigger, sear, and safety lever.

6.  Rear Sight Assembly – Adjustable for elevation and windage.

7.  Front Blade Sight – Fixed front sight for quick target alignment.

8.  Handguard – Protects the shooter’s hand from heat and provides a grip.

9.  Barrel Nut and Locking Ring – Secures the barrel to the receiver.

10.  Fire Control Group – The entire trigger mechanism assembled into the receiver.

11.  Optional Accessories – Scope mounts, bipods, and other add �ons.

Essential Tools for the Job

Having the right tools on hand is vital for a smooth assembly or disassembly. Here’s a list of must �have items:



•  Socket set (10 �mm and 13 �mm): For removing barrel nuts and other fasteners.

•  Torque wrench: Ensures that barrel nuts are tightened to manufacturer specifications.

•  Flat �head screwdriver: For loosening small screws.

•  Cleaning rod and brushes: For clearing fouling from the barrel and bolt.

•  Compressed air or cleaning solvent: Helps remove debris from tight spaces.

•  Workbench or sturdy table: Provides a stable surface for disassembly.

•  Safety glasses and gloves: Protect your eyes and hands during the process.

Safety First: Guidelines Before You Start

Safety cannot be overstated when working with firearms. Follow these precautions to protect yourself and your

equipment:

1.  Unload the rifle: Ensure the chamber is empty and the magazine is removed.

2.  Inspect for live rounds: Verify that no live ammunition is present.

3.  Work in a well �ventilated area: Prevent the build �up of fumes from cleaning solvents.

4.  Wear protective gear: Safety glasses and gloves shield against accidental contact.

5.  Keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction: Avoid pointing the muzzle at yourself or others.

Step �by �Step SKS Assembly Guide

Below is a detailed walk �through of the SKS assembly process. Each step is designed to be clear and concise,

allowing you to assemble the rifle with confidence.

1.  Prepare the Components

    

      Place all parts on a clean surface.

2.  Check each component for damage or wear.

3.  Ensure you have the correct barrel length for your model.

•  Align the barrel with the receiver’s locking ring.

•  Insert the barrel nut and hand �tighten.

•  Use a torque wrench to tighten the nut to the specified torque (typically 30–35 /Nm).

•  Slide the bolt carrier into the upper receiver.

•  Insert the bolt into the carrier.

•  Check that the bolt moves freely without excessive play.

•  Align the trigger assembly with the trigger guard.

•  Screw the trigger group into place.

•  Ensure the safety lever engages correctly.

•  Slide the sight onto the receiver.

•  Secure with the appropriate screws.

•  Adjust for elevation and windage as needed.

•  Position the blade on the barrel’s front.

•  Secure with a small screw or clip.

•  Verify alignment with the rear sight.

•  Slide the handguard over the barrel.

•  Screw the handguard in place.

•  Check for smooth rotation if the handguard is adjustable.



•  Insert the fixed magazine into the lower receiver.

•  Ensure it sits flush and the feed lips are aligned.

•  Load a test round to confirm proper feeding.

•  Verify that all parts are correctly aligned.

•  Check for any loose screws or components.

•  Conduct a dry fire to confirm proper function.

Step �by �Step SKS Disassembly Guide

Disassembling the SKS is equally important for cleaning, maintenance, and storage. Follow these steps to safely

field �strip the rifle.

1.  Unload the Rifle

    

      Remove the magazine.

2.  Inspect the chamber and bolt to confirm it is empty.

•  Use a socket wrench to loosen the barrel nut.

•  Unscrew the nut counterclockwise.

•  Slide the barrel out of the upper receiver.

•  Release the bolt from the carrier by pulling the bolt forward.

•  Remove the bolt from the carrier.

•  Take out the firing pin and other small parts.

•  Unscrew the trigger assembly from the trigger guard.

•  Detach the safety lever if necessary.

•  Unscrew the rear sight from the receiver.

•  Set aside for cleaning or adjustment.

•  Unscrew or unclamp the front blade.

•  Take it out for cleaning.

•  Unscrew the handguard screws.

•  Slide the handguard off the barrel.

•  Use a cleaning rod and brush to remove fouling from the barrel.

•  Clean the bolt, carrier, and trigger group with solvent.

•  Dry all components thoroughly before reassembly.

•  Follow the assembly guide in reverse to rebuild the rifle.

•  Double �check torque specifications and alignment.

•  Conduct a final dry fire to ensure everything functions correctly.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with careful assembly, you may encounter problems. Here’s how to diagnose and fix them:
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