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Introduction

For generations of Australian families, the name Skippy the Bush Kangaroo conjures images of a clever 

marsupial and his young friend navigating adventures across the rugged landscapes of the Australian outback. The 

show, which first aired in 1966, remains a beloved classic in children’s television history. If you’ve ever wondered 

about the specific skippy the bush kangaroo episodesthat shaped this iconic series, or simply want to revisit the

memorable moments that captivated viewers, you’re in the right place. This guide offers a deep dive into the show’s

origins, episode structure, broadcast legacy, and lasting cultural impact—all presented in a clear, SEO �friendly

format.

What Is Skippy the Bush Kangaroo?

Created by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), Skippy the Bush Kangarootells the story of a

nine �year �old boy named David “Dave” Martin, who lives on a remote farm in the Australian bush. Dave’s best

companion is Skippy, a highly intelligent and resourceful kangaroo who communicates through a combination of

gestures, vocalizations, and a series of hand �signs. Together, they solve problems, help neighbors, and protect

wildlife.

The series was produced by Reg Grundy Productions and featured a mix of live action, animal footage, and

occasional special effects that were groundbreaking for its time. With a runtime of 25 minutes per episode, the

show combined humor, adventure, and gentle moral lessons—making it an ideal family program.

Episode Structure and Themes

Each episode follows a simple yet effective formula: a problem arises, Skippy and Dave devise a plan, obstacles

arise, and the pair ultimately resolves the issue in a way that teaches a valuable lesson. The themes often revolve

around:

•  Environmental stewardship and respect for wildlife

•  Friendship, teamwork, and community support

•  Problem �solving and critical thinking

•  Respect for indigenous cultures and traditional land practices

Because of this structure, the episodes remain relatable to children and adults alike, even decades after their

original broadcast.

Episode Guide

Below is a concise rundown of the series’ two seasons, highlighting key episodes that have become fan favorites.

Season 1 (1966–1967)

1.  “The Kangaroo’s Secret” – Skippy’s ability to communicate becomes the focus as Dave introduces the animal 

to his classmates.

2.  “The Lost Dog” – A stray dog ends up in the bush, and Skippy helps locate its owner.



3.  “The Fire Escape” – A bushfire threatens the farm, and the duo devises a plan to protect the local wildlife.

4.  “The Mysterious Footprints” – Skippy and Dave investigate strange footprints that may belong to a dangerous 

predator.

5.  “The New Neighbor” – A new family moves into the area, and Skippy helps them acclimate to the bush 

environment.

6.  “The Missing Shear” – A sheep goes missing, and the pair tracks it down with the help of local farmers.

7.  “The Great Race” – Skippy competes in a local kangaroo race, teaching lessons about fair play.

8.  “The River Rescue” – A child falls into a river, and Skippy’s quick thinking saves the day.

9.  “The Harvest Festival” – The community prepares for a harvest festival, and Skippy helps coordinate the 

event.

10.  “The Final Showdown” – Season finale where Skippy faces a formidable challenge that tests his courage 

and intelligence.

Season 2 (1968–1969)

1.  “The New Friend” – Skippy befriends a curious koala who needs help returning to his habitat.

2.  “The Desert Mirage” – The duo navigates a sandstorm while searching for a lost hiker.

3.  “The Cattle Call” – Skippy helps a farmer rescue cattle that have strayed into a dangerous area.

4.  “The Secret Garden” – Skippy discovers a hidden garden and teaches the importance of preserving natural 

spaces.

5.  “The Music Festival” – The community hosts a music festival, and Skippy becomes the unofficial mascot.

6.  “The Storm Warning” – A severe storm threatens the farm, and the pair uses early warning systems to 

protect the property.

7.  “The Lost Treasure” – A treasure map leads Skippy and Dave on a hunt for a long �lost family heirloom.

8.  “The Community Project” – Skippy assists in building a new community center, emphasizing teamwork.

9.  “The Wildlife Rescue” – A baby kangaroo is injured, and Skippy guides a rescue operation.

10.  “The Final Adventure” – Season two concludes with a heartwarming adventure that celebrates the bond 

between humans and animals.

Where to Watch the Episodes

While the original broadcasts aired on ABC, the show has since been rebroadcast on various networks and is

available through streaming platforms. Here are the most reliable options:

•  ABC Classic – The Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s dedicated channel for classic programming 

occasionally airs the series.

•  Netflix – A curated selection of skippy the bush kangaroo episodes is available in certain regions.

•  Amazon Prime Video – Episodes can be purchased individually or as part of a season pack.

•  iTunes & Google Play – Offers digital downloads for those who prefer offline viewing.

•  Local libraries and community centers in Australia often have DVD collections that include the full series.

Behind the Scenes

The production of Skippy the Bush Kangaroowas a remarkable feat, especially considering the limited

technology available in the 1960s. Key behind �the �scenes facts include:

•  Animal Training – Skippy, the real kangaroo, was trained by a skilled animal handler named Bill Gower, who 

ensured the animal’s safety and well �being throughout filming.

•  Location Scouting – Filming took place in the rugged terrains of the Australian outback, with the crew often 

traveling long distances to capture authentic landscapes.



•  Special Effects – The show employed practical effects, such as miniature models and stop �motion animation, 

to depict Skippy’s daring feats.

•  Music and Sound – The series’ original score, composed by John Scott, blended traditional Australian 

instruments with contemporary themes.

•  Community Involvement – Local residents frequently appeared in background roles, giving the series an 

authentic, community �centric feel.

Fan Community and Cultural Impact

Decades after its debut, Skippy the Bush Kangaroocontinues to inspire new generations. The fan community is

vibrant, with numerous fan sites, forums, and social media groups dedicated to the show. Some notable aspects of

the fandom include:

•  Fan Art & Fan Fiction – Artists create reinterpretations of classic scenes, while writers expand on the 

characters’ backstories.

•  Reenactment Events – Annual “Skippy Day” celebrations in Australia feature live performances and costume 

contests.

•  Educational Programs – Teachers use episodes as teaching tools for lessons on ecology, teamwork, and 

Australian culture.

•  Merchandise – From action figures to t �shirts, the brand remains popular among collectors and casual fans 

alike.

Merchandise & Collectibles

Collectors can find a wide array of Skippy memorabilia, including:

•  Action Figures – 1970s plastic figures remain highly sought after.

•  Posters & Prints – Vintage posters featuring iconic scenes are prized by enthusiasts.

•  DVD & Blu �ray Sets – Complete season collections provide a convenient way to revisit the series.

•  Clothing & Accessories – T �shirts, hats, and keychains featuring Skippy’s silhouette are available through 

online retailers.

•  Limited �edition items, such as autographed scripts, are occasionally released at fan conventions.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Beyond its entertainment value, Skippy the Bush Kangaroohas left an indelible mark on Australian media and

global television:

•  Environmental Awareness – The show helped raise awareness about wildlife conservation and the 

importance of protecting natural habitats.

•  Representation of Indigenous Culture – Episodes often featured respectful portrayals of Aboriginal traditions 

and knowledge of the land.

•  International Reach – The series was syndicated in countries such as the United Kingdom, Canada, and 

parts of Asia, introducing international audiences to Australian wildlife and storytelling.

•  Influence on Future Shows – Many contemporary Australian children’s series credit Skippy as a pioneering 

influence in combining adventure with educational content.

•  Academic Studies – Scholars have examined the series’ role in shaping perceptions of Australian identity and 

the portrayal of animals in media.

Frequently Asked Questions



1. How many episodes of Skippy the Bush Kangaroo were produced?

The original series ran for 52 episodes across two seasons, with each episode lasting approximately 25 minutes.

2. Who played the role of David Martin?

David Martin was portrayed by child actor David Smith in the original broadcast.

3. Is Skippy a real kangaroo?

Yes, the main kangaroo was a real animal named Skippy, trained to perform specific actions for the show. The

animal
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