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Introduction

Shiloh, the beloved novel by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, has captivated readers of all ages for decades. Its 

heartwarming story about a young boy, Marty, and his bond with a stolen dog has become a staple of middle �grade 

reading lists worldwide. For teachers, parents, and students eager to dive deeper into the narrative, Shiloh 

worksheets chapter 1can transform a simple reading assignment into an engaging, multi �dimensional learning

experience. This article explores the value of targeted worksheets, offers a comprehensive guide to creating and

using them, and provides ready �to �use examples that align with Chapter 1’s themes, characters, and language.

About the Book

Published in 1991, Shilohfollows Marty, a 10 �year �old boy who discovers a wounded dog in the woods behind his

family’s farm. Marty names the dog Shiloh and secretly brings him home, setting the stage for a series of moral

dilemmas, friendships, and adventures. The novel blends humor, suspense, and poignant moments, making it an

ideal vehicle for discussions on empathy, responsibility, and ethical decision �making.

Chapter 1 Overview

Chapter 1 introduces the setting, the main characters, and the inciting incident that propels the plot. Marty’s initial

encounter with Shiloh, his decision to hide the dog, and the tension with his father are all woven into the narrative.

The chapter also establishes key themes such as the contrast between rural and urban values, the importance of

compassion, and the consequences of secrecy.

Why Use Worksheets for Chapter 1?

Worksheets are more than just worksheets; they are learning tools that:

•  Encourage active reading and critical thinking.

•  Reinforce vocabulary and comprehension skills.

•  Provide a structured framework for discussion and reflection.

•  Allow teachers to assess student understanding in a focused way.

•  Enable parents to support reading at home.

When designed thoughtfully, worksheets help students internalize the text’s nuances and connect them to broader

learning objectives.

Types of Worksheets for Chapter 1

Below are several categories of worksheets that align with the chapter’s content and can be adapted to varying skill

levels:

1.  Vocabulary and Word Study

2.  Comprehension and Critical Thinking

3.  Creative Writing and Expression



4.  Discussion and Debate Prompts

5.  Artistic and Visual Representation

1. Vocabulary and Word Study

Chapter 1 introduces several descriptive terms that enhance the narrative’s tone. A vocabulary worksheet can help

students decode unfamiliar words, analyze context clues, and practice usage in new sentences.

2. Comprehension and Critical Thinking

Comprehension worksheets prompt readers to identify main ideas, infer motives, and evaluate character actions.

They can include multiple �choice questions, short �answer prompts, and matching exercises.

3. Creative Writing and Expression

Creative writing tasks encourage students to step into Marty’s shoes, write diary entries, or imagine alternate

outcomes. These activities develop narrative skills and empathy.

4. Discussion and Debate Prompts

Discussion worksheets facilitate classroom or family conversations about ethics, responsibility, and the nature of

friendship.

5. Artistic and Visual Representation

Art �based worksheets allow students to illustrate scenes, create character maps, or design storyboards, reinforcing

comprehension through visual means.

Sample Worksheet 1: Vocabulary

Objective

Identify and define key terms from Chapter 1; practice using them in context.

Instructions

Read the definitions and match each word to its correct meaning. Then, write a sentence using each word.

Word List

•  Wounded

•  Stolen

•  Secluded

•  Vigilant

•  Compassion

Matching Exercise

1.  Having a serious injury or hurt

2.  Taken illegally

3.  Far from other people

4.  Keeping a watchful eye

5.  Feeling sympathy for others

Sentence Writing

Write one original sentence for each word.

Sample Worksheet 2: Comprehension



Objective

Assess understanding of plot details, character motivations, and thematic elements.

Multiple �Choice Questions

1.  What is Marty’s initial reaction when he sees the dog?

He calls the police.

2.  He feels a mix of fear and compassion.

3.  He runs away.

4.  He ignores it.

•  He loves animals.

•  He wants to avoid punishment.

•  He wants to sell it.

•  He thinks it is a threat.

Short �Answer Prompts

1.  Describe the setting where Marty first encounters Shiloh.

2.  Explain how Marty’s father’s attitude toward animals differs from Marty’s.

3.  Identify one ethical dilemma presented in this chapter.

Sample Worksheet 3: Creative Writing

Objective

Encourage creative engagement by writing from Marty’s perspective.

Prompt 1: Diary Entry

Write a diary entry from Marty’s point of view on the day he found Shiloh. Include his thoughts, feelings, and plans.

Prompt 2: Alternate Ending

Imagine an alternate ending to Chapter 1 where Marty does not hide the dog. Write a short paragraph describing

what happens next.

Sample Worksheet 4: Discussion Prompts

Objective

Foster critical discussion around themes of responsibility and empathy.

Discussion Questions

1.  Do you think Marty made the right decision by hiding Shiloh? Why or why not?

2.  How does Marty’s relationship with his father influence his actions?

3.  What does the novel suggest about the role of compassion in everyday life?

4.  Would you have acted differently if you were in Marty’s position?

How to Use Worksheets in the Classroom

Integrating worksheets effectively requires thoughtful planning. Below are step �by �step guidelines for teachers:

1.  Pre �Reading Warm �Up – Use a vocabulary worksheet to prime students for unfamiliar words.

2.  During Reading – Provide short comprehension questions every few pages to maintain focus.



3.  Post �Reading Activities – Assign creative writing or discussion worksheets to deepen analysis.

4.  Assessment – Use a mix of multiple �choice and open �ended questions to gauge understanding.

5.  Reflection – Encourage students to reflect on how the chapter’s themes relate to their own lives.

Tips for Parents to Support Learning at Home

•  Read Chapter 1 together and pause to discuss key moments.

•  Use the vocabulary worksheet as a fun game: “Word Bingo” or “Guess the Word.”

•  Encourage children to write a letter to Marty, offering advice or support.

•  Discuss the moral choices presented, asking “What would you do?”

•  Set a reading schedule and celebrate milestones with a small reward.

Resources for Further Exploration

For educators and parents looking to expand beyond Chapter 1, consider the following resources:

•  Teaching for Understanding – Provides lesson plans and discussion guides for Shiloh.

•  Scholastic – Offers printable worksheets and activity sheets.

•  ReadWorks – Contains comprehension passages and quizzes.

•  Khan Academy – Features videos on literary analysis and critical thinking.

•  BookRiot – Offers creative writing prompts and character studies.

Conclusion

Shiloh’s first chapter offers a rich tapestry of narrative elements that can be explored through well �crafted

worksheets. Whether you’re a teacher looking to structure a lesson, a parent aiming to support reading at home, or

a student eager to deepen understanding, the worksheets outlined above provide a clear roadmap. By combining

vocabulary drills, comprehension checks, creative writing, and discussion prompts, learners can engage with the

text on multiple levels, fostering critical thinking, empathy, and a lifelong love of reading.
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