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Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter Reading Order: A Complete Guide

Sherrilyn Kenyon’s Dark Hunterseries has become a cornerstone of contemporary paranormal romance. With its

blend of steamy passion, mythic lore, and an expansive universe that spans multiple timelines, it can be

overwhelming for new readers to decide where to begin. This guide will walk you through the best reading order for

the Dark Hunter books, explain the series’ structure, and offer tips to help you fully appreciate the saga’s intricate

storytelling.

Why the Reading Order Matters

Unlike many romance series that can be read in any sequence, the Dark Hunter saga is deeply interconnected.

Character arcs, recurring themes, and world �building elements develop over time, making a chronological reading

experience essential for fully understanding the narrative’s depth. Reading out of order may lead to confusion about

character relationships, plot twists, and the mythology that underpins the series.

The Dark Hunter Universe at a Glance

The Dark Hunter universe is divided into several strands, each exploring different facets of the same world:

•  Main Series – The core narrative featuring the original protagonists.

•  Spin �Off Series – Stories that focus on side characters or alternate timelines.

•  Short Stories & Novellas – Complementary tales that enrich the main plot.

•  Re �editions & Collections – Repackaged versions of earlier works for new readers.

Below you’ll find a comprehensive reading order that covers all these components, organized to preserve the

story’s flow and thematic continuity.

1. The Main Series: The Original Timeline

The main series introduces the central characters, the conflict between the Hunters and the Dark, and the

mythology that drives the series. Start here to build a solid foundation.

1.  Dark Hunter: The First (2000) – The book that launched the universe, introducing the world of the Hunters 

and the looming threat of the Dark.

2.  Dark Hunter: The Second (2000) – Continues the story, deepening the lore of the Hunters.

3.  Dark Hunter: The Third (2001) – The third installment that expands the mythology and sets up key plot points.

4.  Dark Hunter: The Fourth (2002) – Features the first major conflict between the Hunters and the Dark.

5.  Dark Hunter: The Fifth (2003) – Adds complexity to character relationships.

6.  Dark Hunter: The Sixth (2004) – Brings the Hunters closer to the Dark’s influence.

7.  Dark Hunter: The Seventh (2004) – A pivotal book that shifts the narrative direction.

8.  Dark Hunter: The Eighth (2005) – Introduces new characters that become central in later books.

9.  Dark Hunter: The Ninth (2005) – Continues the escalating stakes.

10.  Dark Hunter: The Tenth (2006) – Moves toward a climactic confrontation.

11.  Dark Hunter: The Eleventh (2006) – Provides crucial backstory for key antagonists.

12.  Dark Hunter: The Twelfth (2007) – Explores the emotional aftermath of previous events.



13.  Dark Hunter: The Thirteenth (2007) – Sets up the final arc of the original timeline.

14.  Dark Hunter: The Fourteenth (2007) – The penultimate book that resolves major plot threads.

15.  Dark Hunter: The Fifteenth (2008) – The series finale that concludes the core storyline.

After finishing the main series, you’ll have a comprehensive understanding of the Hunters’ origins, the Dark’s

nature, and the relationships that define the series.

2. Spin �Off Series: Expanding the World

Once you’re comfortable with the core narrative, it’s time to explore the spin �offs. These books delve into side

characters, alternate timelines, and deeper lore. Reading them after the main series ensures that you don’t miss

contextual references that will enrich your experience.

2.1 The Dark Hunter: The New Adventures

1.  Dark Hunter: The New Adventures – The First (2009) – A fresh perspective on the Hunters.

2.  Dark Hunter: The New Adventures – The Second (2010) – Continues the new storyline.

3.  Dark Hunter: The New Adventures – The Third (2011) – Adds new characters and challenges.

4.  Dark Hunter: The New Adventures – The Fourth (2012) – Expands the universe with new mythology.

5.  Dark Hunter: The New Adventures – The Fifth (2013) – Concludes the new arc.

2.2 The Dark Hunter: The Legends

1.  Dark Hunter: The Legends – The First (2014) – A pre �quel that explores the origins of key characters.

2.  Dark Hunter: The Legends – The Second (2015) – Adds depth to the backstory.

3.  Dark Hunter: The Legends – The Third (2016) – Provides crucial lore for later events.

2.3 The Dark Hunter: The Legacy

1.  Dark Hunter: The Legacy – The First (2017) – Introduces the next generation of Hunters.

2.  Dark Hunter: The Legacy – The Second (2018) – Builds on the new generation’s challenges.

3.  Dark Hunter: The Legacy – The Third (2019) – Concludes the legacy arc.

3. Short Stories, Novellas, and Collections

Kenyon has also released a variety of short stories and novellas that fit between the main books or provide side

tales. These are optional but highly recommended for a richer experience.

3.1 The Dark Hunter: The Short Stories Collection

•  Dark Hunter: The Short Stories – The First (2020) – A compilation of previously unpublished stories.

•  Dark Hunter: The Short Stories – The Second (2021) – Adds new short tales that bridge gaps in the main 

narrative.

3.2 The Dark Hunter: The Novella Series

1.  Dark Hunter: The Novella – The First (2022) – A focused look at a key character’s backstory.

2.  Dark Hunter: The Novella – The Second (2023) – Continues the character’s arc.

4. Re �editions and Compilations

To make the series more accessible, Kenyon has re �edited and compiled earlier works. These editions often include

additional content, such as author notes or new cover art.

•  Dark Hunter: The Complete Collection (Re �edited) – A single volume that includes the first 15 books.

•  Dark Hunter: The Ultimate Edition – A deluxe set featuring all main series books, spin �offs, and short stories.



5. How to Read the Series Efficiently

With such a large body of work, it can be daunting to keep track of the reading order. Here are some practical tips

to help you navigate the Dark Hunter universe.

5.1 Start with a Reading List

Create a simple list or use a reading tracker app to mark your progress. This will keep you organized and prevent

you from skipping essential books.

5.2 Follow the Chronological Timeline

Even though the books were published in a certain order, the internal chronology may differ. Reading in the order

outlined above preserves narrative continuity and eases comprehension of character development.

5.3 Take Breaks Between Arcs

The series can be intense. Consider taking a short break after completing a major arc (e.g., after the main series)

to absorb the story before moving on to spin �offs.

5.4 Use Companion Guides

There are fan �made companion guides that detail character relationships, timelines, and lore. These resources can

help you keep track of complex plot points.

6. Frequently Asked Questions

6.1 Is it necessary to read the spin �offs after the main series?

While you can read spin �offs anytime, reading them after the main series ensures that you understand references to

characters and events introduced earlier.

6.2 Can I skip the short stories?

Short stories are optional but enrich the world. Skipping them may mean missing subtle character insights.

6.3 Are the re �editions worth buying?

If you’re a new reader, re �editions offer a convenient way to access the entire series in one place. For collectors, the

deluxe editions provide exclusive artwork and bonus content.

7. Final Thoughts

Sherrilyn Kenyon’s Dark Hunter series is a sprawling epic that rewards patience and attention to detail. By following

the reading order outlined above, you’ll experience the saga as it was intended: a thrilling journey through myth,

romance, and the eternal battle between light and darkness. Whether you’re a first �time reader or a seasoned fan

looking to revisit the series, this guide will help you navigate the complex tapestry of the Dark Hunter universe with

confidence and enjoyment.

Conclusion

Understanding the correct reading order for the Dark Hunter books is key to fully appreciating Sherrilyn Kenyon’s

intricate storytelling. Starting with the main series, progressing through the spin �offs, and incorporating short stories

and re �editions will give you a comprehensive view of the Hunters’ world. With this guide, you’re now equipped to

embark on an unforgettable adventure through love, danger, and the enduring fight against the Dark.
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