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Understanding Santa /Clara County Marriage Licenses: A Modern Guide to 
the OAC Server

When two people decide to tie the knot, the legal paperwork can feel as daunting as the wedding planning itself. In 

Santa /Clara County, California, couples must navigate a series of requirements, fees, and deadlines to obtain a 

valid marriage license. Fortunately, the county’s OAC server—the Office of Administrative Courts’ online portal—

has made the process faster, more transparent, and easier to manage from the comfort of home.

This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know: from eligibility and fee schedules to step �by �step

instructions on using the OAC server, common pitfalls, and practical tips to ensure your license is ready when you

need it. Whether you’re a local resident or planning a destination wedding in the Silicon Valley, this article will help

you avoid surprises and focus on what truly matters: celebrating your love.

1. Santa /Clara County Marriage Licenses: An Overview

1.1 Eligibility and Basic Requirements

Santa Clara County follows California state law for marriage licenses, which means the following general

prerequisites apply:

•  Age: Both parties must be at least 18 years old. If under 18, a court order and parental consent are required.

•  Identity: A valid government �issued photo ID (driver’s license, passport, or state ID) is mandatory.

•  Residency: No residency requirement exists; couples from anywhere can apply.

•  Marriage History: Both parties must be single, divorced, or widowed. A civil divorce decree or death certificate 

must be presented if applicable.

•  Waiting Period: California imposes a 1 �day waiting period after the application is submitted, except for couples 

who have completed a premarital education course.

•  Validity: The license is valid for 90 days from the date of issuance.

1.2 Fees and Payment Options

The fee for a Santa /Clara County marriage license is $60as of 2024. Couples can pay the fee in person at the

county clerk’s office or online via the OAC server. Payment methods include:

•  Credit or debit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover)

•  PayPal (if integrated with the server)

•  Bank transfer for large groups or corporate weddings (by request)

Late fees apply if the license is not used within the 90 �day window, and couples must bring a copy of the license to

the ceremony location.

1.3 Waiting Periods, Validity, and Renewal

After the application is accepted, a 24 �hour waiting period begins. Couples who wish to marry immediately can take 

advantage of the marriage license waiverif they have completed a California Marriage Education Program. The

license is valid for 90 days, after which it expires and must be renewed if the ceremony is postponed.



2. The OAC Server: Revolutionizing Marriage License Applications

2.1 What Is the OAC Server?

The OAC serverstands for Office of Administrative Courts server—a secure, cloud �based platform that houses

Santa Clara County’s civil court records, marriage license applications, and related documents. It allows applicants

to:

•  Submit applications online

•  Upload supporting documents electronically

•  Schedule appointments for license pickup or wedding officiant certification

•  Track the status of their application in real time

•  Receive electronic confirmation and reminders via email or SMS

2.2 How the OAC Server Streamlines the Process

Traditionally, couples had to visit the clerk’s office in person, fill out paper forms, and wait in line. The OAC server

eliminates many of these hurdles:

•  Convenience: Apply from any device with internet access.

•  Speed: Electronic submission reduces processing time; most applications are processed within 24 hours.

•  Accuracy: Form fields validate data, minimizing errors that cause delays.

•  Transparency: Applicants can view the status of their application at any time.

2.3 Security and Data Protection

Santa /Clara County takes privacy seriously. The OAC server employs:

•  End �to �end encryption for data transmission.

•  Multi �factor authentication for account access.

•  Regular security audits and compliance with California’s privacy laws (CCPA).

•  Secure storage of personal data with restricted access to authorized clerk staff.

3. Step �by �Step Guide to Applying for a Marriage License via the OAC Server

3.1 Gathering Required Documents

Before logging in, prepare the following:

•  Government �issued photo ID for both parties.

•  Proof of name change (if applicable) such as a marriage certificate or court order.

•  Divorce decree or death certificate if previously married.

•  Marriage education course completion certificate (if you plan to waive the waiting period).

Having these documents ready will speed up the upload process.

3.2 Creating an Account and Logging In

1.  Navigate to the Santa /Clara County Clerk’s website and locate the Marriage License Application link.

2.  Click “Create Account.” Enter your email address, set a secure password, and verify your account via the 

confirmation link sent to your inbox.

3.  Log in using your credentials. If you’re a returning user, simply enter your username and password.

3.3 Completing the Online Application

1.  Fill out the personal information fields: full names, dates of birth, addresses, and contact details.

2.  Upload scanned copies of your IDs and any supporting documents.



3.  Answer the mandatory questions about marital status and previous marriages.

4.  Review the application for accuracy; the system will flag missing or inconsistent data.

5.  Submit the application. You will receive an electronic receipt with a reference number.

3.4 Scheduling the License Pickup

Once the application is accepted, the system will prompt you to schedule a pickup time at the Santa Clara County

Clerk’s office. You can choose from available slots, and the clerk will confirm via email. If you prefer to have the

license mailed, check if the county offers this service for an additional fee.

3.5 Paying Fees Online

After scheduling, you will be directed to the payment portal. Choose your payment method, enter the amount, and

confirm. A receipt will be emailed, and the fee will be deducted from your account balance.

3.6 Receiving Confirmation

Once payment is processed and the license is ready, you will receive a confirmation email. The email will contain:

•  License number and expiration date.

•  Pickup location and time.

•  Instructions for the wedding officiant, if required.

Keep this email and a printed copy of your license for the ceremony.

4. Common Issues and Troubleshooting

4.1 Technical Problems with the OAC Server

If you encounter loading errors or the site is down, try the following:

•  Clear your browser cache and cookies.

•  Use a different browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari).

•  Check for internet connectivity issues.

•  Visit the county’s IT support page for known outages.

4.2 Document Submission Errors

Common mistakes include:

•  Low �resolution scans that fail to meet the system’s size requirements.

•  Incorrect file formats (PDF, JPG, PNG).

•  Missing signatures or stamps on documents.

Resubmit the document after ensuring it meets the guidelines. The OAC server will provide error messages to

guide corrections.

4.3 Payment Failures

Payment may fail due to:

•  Expired credit card.

•  Insufficient funds.

•  Incorrect billing address.

•  Bank restrictions on online transactions.

Try a different card or contact your bank. If the problem persists, call the clerk’s office for assistance.



4.4 How to Contact Support

For any unresolved issues:

•  Call the Santa /Clara County Clerk’s office at (408) 123 �4567.

•  Email marriage@claracounty.ca.gov.

•  Use the live chat feature on the clerk’s website for immediate help.

•  Visit the clerk’s office during business hours for in �person assistance.

5. Tips for a Smooth Marriage
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