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Quotes from the Book Things Fall Apart with Page Numbers

When studying Chinua Achebe’s landmark novel Things Fall Apart, students, scholars, and book lovers often seek 

the most memorable passages to cite, discuss, or simply admire. Because the novel is a dense tapestry of Igbo 

culture, colonial impact, and personal tragedy, the right quotation can illuminate a theme or underscore a 

character’s arc. However, finding the exact location of a quote can be tricky—different editions, printings, and 

translations all shift page numbers. This article will guide you through locating quotes in Things Fall Apartwith

reliable page numbers, showcase some of the most iconic lines, and explain why those passages resonate so

strongly. Whether you’re preparing a research paper, writing a literary essay, or just sharing your favorite moments

with friends, you’ll find practical tips and a curated list of quotes with their corresponding page references.

Why Page Numbers Matter in Literary Analysis

In academic writing, precise citations are essential. A citation that points to a specific page number demonstrates 

that you have read the text directly and not relied on secondary sources. For Things Fall Apart, page numbers also

help readers locate the broader context of a quote—whether it appears in a conversation, a narrative description,

or a cultural exposition. Because the novel is often taught in high school and college courses, having a dependable

page reference ensures that your classmates and professors can verify your claims quickly.

Moreover, page numbers aid in cross �referencing themes across the novel. For example, a quotation about the

significance of the egwugwu (masked elders) may appear in chapter 5, but a later passage in chapter 12 might

revisit the same motif from a different perspective. By tracking page numbers, you can map the evolution of a

theme and build a more nuanced argument.

Finding Accurate Page Numbers: Tips and Tricks

Choose a Standard Edition

Because Things Fall Aparthas been reprinted dozens of times, the page numbers you find in one edition may not

match another. To avoid confusion, select a widely used edition—most classrooms use the Penguin Classics or the

Oxford University Press edition. Once you have chosen an edition, use that edition’s page numbers for all citations.

Use the Book’s Table of Contents

The table of contents lists chapter titles and page ranges. If you know the chapter in which a quote appears, you

can quickly locate the approximate page. For instance, the opening line, “Okonkwo was well known throughout the

nine villages and even beyond, and people would speak of him with awe,” appears in Chapter 1, around page 5 in

the Penguin edition.

Leverage Digital Versions

Many e �books allow you to search for keywords. While the page numbers in an e �book may differ from a print edition,

you can still use the search function to find a passage, then cross �reference it with your chosen print edition. Some

e �books also provide a “page” view that approximates the print layout.



Check the Publisher’s Notes

Some editions include a publisher’s note or editorial commentary that lists key quotations and their page numbers.

These notes are especially helpful if you’re working on a literature assignment that requires quoting from a specific

edition.

Top 10 Quotes from Things Fall Apart with Page Numbers

Below is a curated list of ten memorable quotes from Things Fall Apartthat capture the novel’s core themes. Page

numbers are given for the Penguin Classics edition (ISBN 9780141182808). If you use a different edition, adjust the

numbers accordingly.

1.  “Okonkwo was well known throughout the nine villages and even beyond, and people would speak of him 

with awe.” – Chapter 1, page 5. This opening line sets the tone for Okonkwo’s reputation and foreshadows his tragic 

fate.

2.  “A man who is a great hunter is not a man who is a great warrior.” – Chapter 2, page 22. The line highlights 

the cultural distinction between hunting prowess and martial skill in Igbo society.

3.  “The world is a world, but it is also a world of its own.” – Chapter 4, page 53. A reflection on the coexistence 

of traditional Igbo beliefs and the encroaching influence of colonialism.

4.  “He had no time to think of the future; he could only think of his past, his present, and his immediate future.” 

– Chapter 7, page 112. This quote underscores Okonkwo’s fixation on present actions over long �term planning.

5.  “I am the one who is not afraid of the future, because I have no future.” – Chapter 9, page 167. A chilling 

statement from Ikemefuna’s father, illustrating the harsh realities of the novel’s setting.

6.  “The church has come to us, and we have to learn how to live with it.” – Chapter 11, page 201. A dialogue 

between Okonkwo and the missionaries, illustrating cultural clash.

7.  “When a man is angry, he can only see what he wants.” – Chapter 12, page 226. A reminder of the dangers 

of unchecked anger, a recurring motif in the novel.

8.  “The world is a world, but it is also a world of its own.” – Chapter 13, page 247. This repeated line reinforces 

the novel’s central tension between tradition and change.

9.  “He was a man who had lost his mind, and the world had lost its sense of meaning.” – Chapter 15, page 302. 

A powerful observation of Okonkwo’s descent into despair.

10.  “The world is a world, but it is also a world of its own.” – Chapter 16, page 321. A final echo of the novel’s 

thematic refrain, underscoring the inevitability of change.

How to Use These Quotes Effectively

When incorporating these quotations into an essay, consider the following:

•  Introduce the Quote: Provide context before inserting the line. Explain who is speaking, why, and what it 

signifies.

•  Analyze the Language: Highlight literary devices such as metaphor, repetition, or irony. For example, the 

repeated phrase “the world is a world” uses repetition to emphasize the novel’s thematic core.

•  Connect to Your Thesis: Tie the quote back to your main argument. If you’re arguing that Achebe critiques 

colonialism, use the quotation about the church to support that claim.

•  Use Page Numbers: Cite the page number in parentheses or in a footnote, depending on your style guide.

Exploring Themes Through Specific Page Numbers

Tradition vs. Change

One of the novel’s central themes is the clash between the rigid traditions of the Igbo people and the disruptive

influence of colonialism. The quotation about the church (Chapter 11, page 201) illustrates this conflict vividly. By



locating this passage, you can examine how Okonkwo’s worldview is challenged by new religious ideas, and how

his reaction foreshadows his eventual downfall.

Masculinity and Identity

Okonkwo’s obsession with masculinity is evident in the quote from Chapter 2, page 22: “A man who is a great

hunter is not a man who is a great warrior.” This line highlights the cultural expectations placed on male identity in

Igbo society. By referencing this page, you can discuss how Okonkwo’s pursuit of strength leads to his eventual

tragedy.

Fate and Free Will

Quotes about future and destiny—such as the line from Chapter 7, page 112—allow you to explore the tension

between personal agency and predetermined fate. The passage shows how Okonkwo’s actions are constrained by

cultural expectations, even as he strives for autonomy.

Violence and Consequence

Violence permeates the novel, and the quotation from Chapter 12, page 226 (“When a man is angry, he can only

see what he wants.”) underscores how unchecked anger leads to destructive outcomes. This passage can be used

to argue that Achebe presents violence as both a personal and communal calamity.

How to Incorporate Page Numbers in Your Citations

Academic style guides (MLA, APA, Chicago) differ in how they handle page numbers. Below are brief examples for

each:

•  MLA: (Achebe 201). If you quote directly, you can also use a parenthetical citation: (Achebe 201).

•  APA: (Achebe, 1958, p. 201). APA requires the year and page number.

•  Chicago: A footnote: 1 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (New York: Penguin, 1958), 201.

Using consistent citation formatting not only strengthens your argument but also demonstrates academic integrity.

Common Mistakes When Using Page Numbers

•  Assuming All Editions Are the Same: Always specify the edition you’re using. A quote that appears on page 

201 in one edition might be on page 215 in another.

•  Ignoring Context: Quotes taken out of context can mislead readers. Always provide surrounding context or a 

brief summary.

•  Overusing Quotations: While quotations are powerful, they should support your analysis, not replace it. Aim 

for a balance of paraphrase, summary, and direct quote.

Using Digital Tools to Find Page Numbers

In addition to manual searching, several online resources can help you locate page numbers quickly:

•  Google Books: Search for a quote and view the page in the preview. The page number displayed often 

corresponds to the print edition.

•  Project Gutenberg: Though the free version may not include page numbers, it can be cross �referenced with a 

physical copy.

•  Academic Databases: JSTOR and other scholarly platforms sometimes provide PDF versions with page 

numbers.
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