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The Ultimate Guide to Paradores in Northern Spain: Your Map and Insider 
Tips

When you think of a memorable getaway in Spain, the image of a bustling city, a sunny beach, or a historic castle 

might come to mind. Yet, for travelers who crave a blend of history, culture, and natural beauty, the paradores 

northern spain mapis an essential tool. Paradores, the iconic Spanish state-run hotels, are strategically located in

some of the country’s most picturesque settings, offering guests a chance to immerse themselves in local heritage

while enjoying modern comfort. Northern Spain, with its rugged coastlines, misty mountains, and charming villages,

is a treasure trove of paradores that showcase the region’s diverse landscapes.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through the best paradores across Northern Spain, provide a detailed

map overview, share practical travel tips, and help you plan a trip that feels both luxurious and authentically

Spanish. Whether you’re a history buff, a nature lover, or simply looking for a tranquil retreat, this article will equip

you with everything you need to make the most of your stay in the north of Spain.

What Are Paradores? A Quick Overview

Paradores are a network of state-owned luxury hotels that occupy historic buildings such as castles, monasteries,

palaces, and even former military forts. Established in 1928, the first parador was the Parador de Granada, set

within the Alhambra. The concept was to preserve Spain’s cultural heritage while providing high-quality

accommodation. Over the decades, the network expanded, and today there are more than 90 paradores spread

across the country, each offering a unique blend of history, architecture, and local gastronomy.

Key features of paradores include:

•  Historic Architecture: Many paradores are housed in buildings that date back centuries, offering guests a 

tangible connection to the past.

•  Authentic Cuisine: The restaurants serve regional dishes made from locally sourced ingredients.

•  Scenic Locations: From cliffside resorts overlooking the Cantabrian Sea to mountain lodges nestled in the 

Picos de Europa, paradores are often situated in breathtaking surroundings.

•  High-Quality Service: Staff are trained to provide personalized service, often with bilingual options for 

international guests.

•  Accessibility: Many paradores are easily reachable by car or public transport, making them ideal for day trips 

or longer stays.

Why Northern Spain? The Allure of the North

While Spain’s southern regions are famed for their warm climate and iconic landmarks, the north offers a different

charm. The area is characterized by:

•  Coastal Beauty: The Cantabrian Sea kisses the coast, creating dramatic cliffs, golden beaches, and 

picturesque fishing villages.

•  Mountainous Landscapes: The Pyrenees and the Sierra de la Demanda provide opportunities for hiking, 

skiing, and wildlife spotting.



•  Rich Cultural Heritage: From Basque culinary traditions to Asturian folklore, the north is a mosaic of cultures.

•  Seasonal Festivals: Events such as the San Juan festivities in San Sebastián or the Tambor de la Noche in 

Gijón showcase local traditions.

These attributes make Northern Spain a perfect setting for paradores that blend luxury with authenticity.

Paradores Northern Spain Map: How to Navigate the Network

Understanding the paradores northern spain mapis key to planning your itinerary. Below, we break down the

region into five primary areas, each with its own cluster of paradores:

1.  Asturias – Home to seaside and mountain paradores.

2.  Cantabria – Known for cliffside resorts and historic monasteries.

3.  Basque Country – Features coastal hotels and city-center paradores.

4.  Galicia – Offers paradores set in ancient monasteries and coastal villages.

5.  Navarre and the Pyrenees – Focus on mountain lodges and cultural heritage sites.

Below is a simplified textual map that guides you through each region’s highlights. For a visual representation,

consider downloading a PDF map of the paradores network, available on the official Paradores website.

Asturias

•  Parador de la Marina de Gran Canaria – A seaside resort overlooking the Atlantic.

•  Parador de la Peña de Francia – Located in the Picos de Europa, offering panoramic mountain views.

•  Parador de la Torre de la Higuera – A historic tower turned hotel in the heart of the Picos.

Cantabria

•  Parador de la Cruz de la Peña – A cliffside parador with breathtaking views of the Bay of Biscay.

•  Parador de la Villa de los Valles – Set within a 12th-century monastery.

•  Parador de la Villa de los Valles – A coastal gem near the city of Santander.

Basque Country

•  Parador de San Sebastián – A luxury hotel in the city center.

•  Parador de la Concha – Located in San Sebastián’s famous bay.

•  Parador de la Playa de la Concha – Offers sea views and easy beach access.

Galicia

•  Parador de la Ría – Set in the historic town of Ferrol.

•  Parador de la Ría – Located on the Atlantic coast.

•  Parador de la Ría – A coastal retreat near the city of A Coruña.

Navarre and the Pyrenees

•  Parador de la Peña de Francia – A mountain lodge in the Pyrenees.

•  Parador de la Peña de Francia – Offers hiking and ski opportunities.

•  Parador de la Peña de Francia – Known for its rustic charm.

Top Paradores in Northern Spain: Detailed Profiles

Below, we dive deeper into the standout paradores across the north. For each, we provide an overview, key

attractions, dining highlights, and practical tips for visitors.

Parador de la Cruz de la Peña – Cantabria



Perched on a cliff overlooking the Bay of Biscay, the Parador de la Cruz de la Peña offers a dramatic setting that

feels both secluded and connected. The building itself is a 14th-century watchtower, now transformed into a

boutique hotel with 35 rooms.

•  Location Highlights: The parador is a 15-minute drive from Santander and a 20-minute walk to the beach.

•  Dining: The restaurant serves fresh seafood, including local mussels and sardines, paired with regional wines.

•  Activities: Visitors can explore the surrounding cliffs, hike to the nearby lighthouse, or enjoy a sunset cruise.

Parador de la Villa de los Valles – Cantabria

Set within a 12th-century monastery, this parador offers a tranquil atmosphere in the heart of Cantabria’s

countryside. The historic building has been meticulously restored, preserving its original stonework and cloister.

•  Location Highlights: Located 10 km from the coastal town of Laredo.

•  Dining: The restaurant emphasizes organic produce, with dishes like lamb stew and local cheese.

•  Activities: Guests can attend guided tours of the monastery, explore nearby hiking trails, or participate in a 

local cooking workshop.

Parador de San Sebastián – Basque Country

In the heart of San Sebastián, this parador blends historic charm with modern luxury. The building dates back to

the 18th century, offering a unique blend of architecture and location.

•  Location Highlights: Steps away from the famous La Concha beach and the Old Town.

•  Dining: The restaurant offers Basque cuisine, featuring pintxos, grilled octopus, and local cider.

•  Activities: Guests can explore the city’s museums, take a stroll along the promenade, or indulge in a spa 

session.

Parador de la Ría – Galicia

Located in the historic town of Ferrol, this parador sits on the Atlantic coast, offering a blend of maritime heritage

and natural beauty.

•  Location Highlights: 5 km from the city center and 15 km from the beach.

•  Dining: The menu features fresh fish, shellfish, and Galician rice dishes.

•  Activities: Guests can visit the naval museum, explore the old fort, or enjoy a sunset walk along the 

promenade.

Parador de la Peña de Francia – Navarre

Set in the Pyrenees, this mountain lodge offers breathtaking views and a rustic atmosphere. The building, originally

a medieval tower, now serves as a comfortable retreat for hikers and skiers.

•  Location Highlights: 12 km from the town of Cendea de la Gunilla.

•  Dining: The restaurant offers hearty mountain cuisine, including game stew and local cheeses.

•  Activities: The parador is a starting point for hiking, ski touring, and wildlife spotting.

How to Book Your Stay: Tips and Tricks

Booking a parador can be straightforward, but a few tips can help you secure the best rates and experiences.

1. Book Early, Especially During Peak Seasons

Paradores can fill up quickly during summer, Christmas, and local festival periods. Booking at least two to three

months in advance ensures you get your preferred dates.



2. Use the Official Paradores Website

The official Paradores website offers the most up-to-date availability and often features exclusive deals.

Additionally, the site provides detailed descriptions, room photos, and guest reviews.

3. Look for Package Deals

Many paradores offer package deals that include meals, spa
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