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Paper Plate Clock Hands Template: A Complete DIY Guide

Have you ever wanted to turn a simple paper plate into a charming wall clock or a playful teaching aid? With a 

paper plate clock hands template, you can create a functional and eye �catching timepiece in minutes. This guide

walks you through every step—from gathering supplies to customizing your design—so that you can build a

personalized clock that’s perfect for kids’ rooms, classrooms, or even as a quirky decorative piece.

Why Choose a Paper Plate Clock?

Paper plate clocks combine creativity with practicality. They’re inexpensive, lightweight, and can be made from

everyday materials. Whether you’re a teacher looking for a hands �on lesson or a parent wanting a fun activity, a

paper plate clock offers:

•  Affordability – Most materials cost less than a dollar.

•  Ease of Assembly – No advanced tools or skills required.

•  Customization – Colors, patterns, and themes can be tailored to any décor.

•  Educational Value – Kids learn about time, geometry, and basic mechanics.

•  Recyclability – Made from paper, the clock is eco �friendly.

Materials You’ll Need

Below is a quick checklist to ensure you have everything ready before you start. The list is based on a standard

12 �inch paper plate, but you can easily scale up or down.

•  1 large paper plate (12” diameter)

•  2–3 paper plates or cardstock for clock hands (depending on desired thickness)

•  Scissors or a craft knife

•  Glue stick or double �sided tape

•  Push pins, a small screw, or a thumbtack (for mounting)

•  Clock movement or a small battery �powered motor (optional)

•  Markers, colored pencils, or paint for decoration

•  Printable paper plate clock hands template (download below)

•  Optional: Clear acrylic sheet for a polished finish

Step �by �Step: Crafting Your Paper Plate Clock

Step 1: Print or Trace the Clock Hands Template

Start by printing the paper plate clock hands templateonto a sheet of cardstock. The template should include

two main components:

1.  Hour hand – A shorter, thicker blade.

2.  Minute hand – Longer and thinner.

If you prefer a hand �drawn look, simply trace the template onto your cardstock with a pencil. The template ensures

consistent sizing and alignment across all hands.



Step 2: Cut Out the Hands

Using sharp scissors or a craft knife, cut around each hand outline. For added durability, cut the hands from two

layers of paper and glue them together. This double �layer technique gives the hands a subtle depth and sturdiness.

Step 3: Prepare the Clock Face

Place the paper plate on a flat surface. If you’d like a clean, glossy finish, apply a thin coat of clear acrylic over the

plate’s surface. Let it dry completely before proceeding.

Step 4: Mark the Center

Using a pencil, locate the exact center of the plate. A simple way to do this is to place a small piece of tape at the

top, bottom, left, and right edges; the intersection of the tape marks is the center. This point will be the pivot for your

hands.

Step 5: Attach the Hands

There are a few ways to secure the hands to the plate:

•  Glue Method – Apply a small amount of glue to the base of each hand and press firmly onto the center. Allow 

the glue to dry for 15–20 minutes.

•  Pin Method – Punch a small hole near the base of each hand and thread a push pin or thumbtack through the 

center of the plate. This method allows the hands to rotate freely.

•  Motor Method – For a working clock, attach a small clock movement or motor. Place the movement’s axle into 

the center of the plate, then slide the hands onto the axle. Ensure the motor’s power source is correctly wired.

Step 6: Add Numbers or Markers

Decide whether you want numeric digits or simple dots. For a minimalist look, use small dots or colored stickers at

each hour mark. If you prefer numbers, write them around the edge of the plate using a permanent marker or paint.

Step 7: Final Touches

Once all components are in place, add any decorative elements such as patterns, glitter, or themed stickers. For a

polished look, consider spraying a light coat of clear sealant over the entire clock.

Step 8: Mounting the Clock

Choose a suitable mounting method based on the clock’s size and intended location. A push pin works for

lightweight clocks, while a small screw or picture hook is better for heavier or more decorative versions. If you’re

using a motor, ensure the wiring is hidden and safe.

Creative Variations and Customizations

One of the best parts of a paper plate clock is how easily you can adapt it to fit any theme or style. Below are

several ideas to spark your creativity.

1. Color �Block Clock

Paint the plate in contrasting colors (e.g., navy blue with white hands). Use the template to cut out hour and minute

hands in complementary shades.

2. Nature �Inspired Clock

Print or draw leaves, flowers, or animals on the plate. Use the template to create hands that match the motif, such

as a leaf �shaped hour hand and a twig �like minute hand.



3. 3 �D Paper Plate Clock

Layer multiple paper plates of different colors, each slightly smaller than the last. Cut the hands from thicker

cardstock and mount them onto the innermost plate. The result is a depth �rich, visually striking clock.

4. Kids’ Alphabet Clock

Replace the numbers with letters of the alphabet. This is perfect for early learners who are just beginning to read.

5. Recycled Material Clock

Use old magazines, newspapers, or fabric scraps for the plate and hands. The template ensures that the pieces fit

together neatly even if the materials are irregular.

Tips for Success

Even though a paper plate clock is simple to build, a few tricks can elevate the final product.

•  Precision is Key – Make sure the center mark is accurate; otherwise, the hands will wobble.

•  Use a Craft Knife – For clean edges, especially on the hands, a sharp craft knife gives a sharper cut than 

scissors.

•  Dry Test – Before attaching the hands permanently, do a quick dry run to confirm the hands rotate smoothly.

•  Seal the Plate – A clear acrylic coating protects the paper from moisture and wear.

•  Keep the Hands Thin – Thick hands can become heavy and may strain a pin or motor.

•  Label the Template – If you’re making multiple clocks, label each template with the hour or minute designation 

to avoid confusion.

Applications Beyond Decoration

Paper plate clocks can serve many practical and educational purposes. Here are a few scenarios where they shine.

Educational Tool in the Classroom

Teachers can use the clocks to teach time concepts, such as “quarter past” or “half past.” The hands can be moved

manually, allowing students to practice setting the time.

Learning Aid for Children with Autism

Visual learners often benefit from tactile and hands �on activities. A paper plate clock provides a low �pressure way to

explore time, with the added benefit of sensory engagement.

Event Décor

For parties or themed events, a paper plate clock can double as a centerpiece. Customize the design to match the

event’s color palette or theme.

Gift Idea

Hand �made clocks make heartfelt gifts. Attach a personalized message to the plate or create a set of mini clocks for

a gift basket.

Where to Find a Printable Template

If you’d like to start right away, you can download a free paper plate clock hands templatefrom reputable craft

websites or educational resource centers. Search terms such as “DIY paper plate clock template PDF” or “paper

plate clock hands printable” will yield many options. Make sure the template includes:



•  Exact dimensions for the hour and minute hands.

•  Clear labeling for each hand.

•  Suggested paper thickness for optimal durability.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I use a plastic plate instead of paper?

Yes, plastic plates can work, but they may require a different glue or mounting technique. Plastic is heavier, so a

sturdy mounting method is essential.

Will the clock work if I use a battery �powered motor?

Absolutely. Just ensure the motor’s shaft aligns with the plate’s center and that the power source is secure. A small

9V battery or AA battery pack can drive the motor.

What if the hands wobble?

Check the center alignment and the mounting method. If you’re using a pin, make sure it’s firmly secured. For a

motor, verify that the axle is centered and the hands are balanced.

Can I make a large wall clock from multiple plates?

Yes! By aligning several plates and attaching them to a single pivot, you can create a multi �plate clock. The template

will help you keep the hands proportionate across the larger face.

Conclusion

A paper plate clock hands templateunlocks endless possibilities for creativity, education, and décor. With simple

materials and a few thoughtful steps, you can transform a humble paper plate into a functional, personalized

timepiece. Whether you’re crafting a classroom aid, a whimsical gift, or a stylish room accent, this DIY project is

both rewarding and accessible. Grab your supplies, print the template, and let your imagination run wild—time will

never look so fun again.
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