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Out of the Fog: The Sinking of Andrea /Doria

The night of the Andrea /Doriatragedy unfolded under a thick veil of darkness and mist. A luxury liner that had once

epitomized the glamour of mid �century transatlantic travel met an abrupt end when it collided with the SS Stockholm

in the North Atlantic. The phrase “out of the fog the sinking of Andrea Doria” captures the dramatic moment when

the fog lifted, revealing the wreckage and the reality of the disaster. This article delves into the history of the ship,

the circumstances that led to the collision, the rescue efforts that followed, and the lasting impact on maritime

safety and cultural memory.

Background: The Luxury of the Andrea /Doria

Launched in 1951 by the Italian shipyard of Cantiere Navale Triestino, the Andrea /Doriawas a marvel of

engineering and design. Named after the 16th �century admiral, the vessel measured 1,066 feet in length and

boasted a displacement of 24,000 tons. It was equipped with six diesel engines, a speed of 28 knots, and could

accommodate 1,300 passengers and crew in three distinct classes.

Inside, the ship was a floating palace: opulent lounges, an opera house, a grand ballroom, and even a dedicated 

tennis court. The interior décor drew from the Art Deco movement, featuring polished brass fixtures, marble floors, 

and custom furnishings crafted by renowned designers. The Andrea /Doriaquickly became the flagship of the

Italian Line (Italia Linhas), symbolizing Italy’s resurgence in the post �war era and its commitment to luxury travel.

•  First �class cabins with private balconies.

•  Second �class accommodations featuring comfortable lounges and dining rooms.

•  Third �class (steerage) cabins designed for practicality and comfort.

Its reputation was further cemented by its record for the fastest crossing of the North Atlantic at the time, a

testament to its advanced propulsion system and streamlined hull design. Yet, the ship’s success would soon be

eclipsed by a tragedy that would reverberate through maritime history.

The Fateful Collision

Weather Conditions and Navigational Challenges

On the night of 25 /June 1956, the Andrea /Doriawas making its way from New York to Genoa, while the Swedish

passenger ship SS Stockholm was heading from Gothenburg to New York. The North Atlantic is notorious for its

unpredictable weather, and that evening was no exception. A dense fog enveloped the sea, reducing visibility to

less than a mile.

Fog, a common maritime hazard, can drastically alter a ship’s ability to detect other vessels. In 1956, radar 

technology was still in its infancy, and many ships relied on visual sightings and radio communications. The 

Andrea /Doria and the Stockholmwere each following a predetermined course, but the fog made it nearly

impossible to see one another in time to avoid a collision.

Collision Details



At approximately 10:30 /p.m. local time, the fog lifted enough for the Andrea /Doria to spot the Stockholm ahead. 

The two ships were on a head �on approach, each traveling at about 20 knots. Within moments, the Andrea /Doria 

struck the starboard side of the Stockholm near its engine room. The impact caused a massive breach in the hull, 

flooding the compartments and setting the Andrea /Doria on a rapid downward trajectory.

The collision tore a 50 �foot gash in the side of the Andrea /Doria, severing the ship’s steering gear and disabling its

engines. The damage was catastrophic: the forward sections of the ship began to list, and water rushed in faster

than the pumps could cope. The crew’s attempts to stabilize the vessel were thwarted by the extent of the damage

and the sudden shift in the ship’s center of gravity.

In the minutes that followed, the Andrea /Doriabegan to sink, its bow dipping into the icy Atlantic waters. The fog,

which had once obscured the ships’ positions, now revealed the sinking vessel and the chaos that ensued. The

phrase “out of the fog the sinking of Andrea Doria” is emblematic of that instant when the darkness lifted to expose

the tragedy.

Rescue Efforts and Human Stories

Immediate Response

Despite the collision, the crew of the Andrea /Doriamanaged to launch lifeboats and life rafts in a coordinated effort.

The ship’s radio operators immediately transmitted a distress signal, alerting nearby vessels to the emergency. The

SS Stockholm, still intact but severely damaged, assisted in the rescue operations by taking aboard survivors and

providing medical aid.

Within an hour, the Andrea /Doriahad taken on 1,300 passengers and crew, many of whom were in shock. The

ship’s emergency response team, trained for such scenarios, worked tirelessly to evacuate passengers to lifeboats.

However, the rapid sinking and the limited number of lifeboats made the process difficult.

Survivors and Losses

Out of the 1,300 people aboard, 1,134 survived the ordeal, while 166 lost their lives. The loss of life was a sobering

reminder of the fragility of even the most advanced maritime technology. Among the survivors were notable figures

such as the Italian poet Gino Paoli and the American playwright Eugene O’Neill, who later described the event in

their works.

One of the most poignant stories comes from a young Italian passenger, Maria Rossi, who survived by clinging to a

life raft for 14 hours in freezing waters. Her testimony highlights the courage and resilience of the passengers and

crew during the crisis. Another survivor, Captain Giovanni Bianchi, later reflected on the importance of rigorous

training and communication in preventing future disasters.

In the aftermath, the survivors were transported to the nearest port—New York—where they received medical

treatment, counseling, and assistance in reconnecting with their families. The event left a lasting psychological

impact on many, and the collective memory of the tragedy continues to be honored through memorials and

remembrance events.

Aftermath and Legacy

Investigations and Lessons Learned

The collision prompted an international investigation led by the United States Coast Guard, the Italian Maritime

Authority, and the Swedish Maritime Administration. The inquiry examined navigational procedures, the



effectiveness of radar technology, and the adequacy of safety protocols.

Key findings included:

•  The need for standardized radar usage aboard all passenger ships.

•  Improved training for crew members on emergency protocols.

•  Enhanced communication protocols between vessels in congested sea lanes.

The investigation led to the adoption of stricter maritime safety regulations, including the International Convention

for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) amendments that addressed collision avoidance and emergency

preparedness.

Impact on Maritime Safety

Following the sinking, the maritime industry underwent significant changes. Ships were required to carry more

lifeboats, and lifeboat drills became mandatory. The use of radar was expanded, and the concept of “lookouts” was

formalized, requiring dedicated personnel to monitor the surrounding waters.

Moreover, the incident accelerated the development of the Automatic Identification System (AIS), a technology that

provides real �time tracking of vessels. AIS has become a cornerstone of modern maritime navigation, significantly

reducing the likelihood of collisions in foggy or congested waters.

The Ship Today

After the collision, the Andrea /Doriawas towed to the port of Genoa, where it was beached and left to serve as a

museum. The wreck lies on the harbor floor, a silent testament to the tragedy. In 2001, a memorial was erected at

the site, featuring a plaque that reads: “In memory of those who perished on the night the fog lifted and the ship

sank.”

For maritime enthusiasts, the wreck offers a unique dive site. Divers can explore the ship’s interior, where the

original décor remains preserved in a ghostly state. The site has become an educational tool, allowing future

generations to learn about the history of maritime travel and the importance of safety measures.

Conclusion

The sinking of the Andrea /Doriaremains one of the most significant maritime disasters of the 20th century. From

the luxurious beginnings of the ship to the tragic collision that unfolded “out of the fog,” the event serves as a stark

reminder of the unpredictable nature of the sea and the paramount importance of safety protocols. The lessons

learned from this tragedy have shaped modern maritime regulations, ensuring that future generations can travel

with greater confidence and security.

Today, the memory of the Andrea /Dorialives on—not only in the physical remnants of the ship but also in the

stories of those who survived and those who did not. By studying this event, we honor the lives lost and reaffirm our

commitment to continuous improvement in maritime safety.



Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  sims 3 trophy guide and roadmap
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf

•  the elf on the shelf story online
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf

•  biological classification pogil
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf

•  kubota 3 cylinder diesel engine manual
   URL: http://arnpagency.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf

Tags: #sinking  #andrea  #doria

http://arnpagency.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf
http://arnpagency.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf


Page 1 of 4



Page 2 of 4



Page 3 of 4



Page 4 of 4


