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Introduction

For choral conductors, vocal educators, and passionate music lovers, finding the right resources to bring a piece to
life is as essential as the music itself. One work that has captured the hearts of many is O Magnum Mysterium by
the celebrated contemporary composer David /Lauridsen This article offers a deep dive into the piece, its
background, and, most importantly, where and how to obtain the sheet music that will help you or your choir deliver
a compelling performance. Whether you're a seasoned conductor or a student choir director, this guide will provide
you with everything you need to understand, prepare, and master this modern choral masterpiece.

About the Composer: David Lauridsen

David Lauridsen (born 1959) is a prolific American composer known for his lyrical, harmonically rich vocal and
choral works. A graduate of the University of Illinois and a longtime faculty member at the University of Michigan,
Lauridsen has earned a reputation for blending traditional tonality with contemporary harmonic language. His music
is celebrated for its clarity, emotional depth, and accessibility, making it a favorite among both professional
ensembles and community choirs.

Lauridsen’s choral output includes settings of liturgical texts, art songs, and large-scale works. Among his most
frequently performed pieces are Lux Aeterna, O Magnum Mysterium, and Hymn for the World. His works are
published by respected houses such as G. Schirmer, Inc., and the piece in focus, O Magnum Mysterium, is no
exception.

Historical Context of “O Magnum Mysterium”

First composed in 2008, O Magnum Mysteriumis Lauridsen’s setting of the Latin hymn that reflects on the
mystery of the Incarnation. The text, traditionally attributed to St. Thomas Aquinas, has been set by many
composers over centuries, but Lauridsen’s interpretation stands out for its modern harmonic language and subtle
rhythmic nuances.

The piece was commissioned by the University of Michigan’s Department of Music and premiered by the Michigan
School for the Arts Choir. Since its debut, it has become a staple in contemporary choral repertoires worldwide.

Musical Analysis

Understanding the musical structure of a piece is crucial before you dive into rehearsal. Here’s a concise analysis
of O Magnum Mysterium:

1. Form: The work is structured in a single, continuous section that unfolds through a series of harmonic and
melodic shifts, rather than through distinct movements.

2. Texture: Lauridsen employs a rich yet transparent texture. The choir is often divided into SATB (soprano, alto,
tenor, bass), with occasional doubling of lines to create a luminous sound.

3. Harmony: The harmonic language is rooted in tonal centers but frequently ventures into extended chords
and quartal harmonies, giving the piece a contemporary yet approachable feel.



4. Rhythm: The rhythmic framework is fluid. The composer uses rubato and subtle tempo fluctuations to
enhance the contemplative atmosphere.

5. Dynamics: Dynamic markings are essential in this piece, ranging from pianissimo to fortissimo, guiding the
choir through the emotional arc of the text.

These characteristics make the piece both a rewarding challenge and a satisfying experience for performers.

Where to Find Official Sheet Music

Obtaining reliable, high quality sheet music is a prerequisite for a successful performance. Below are the most
reputable sources for O Magnum Mysterium sheet music:

Publisher: G. Schirmer, Inc.

Lauridsen’s works are published by G. Schirmer, a leading publisher of contemporary classical music. The official
score is available for purchase in both print and digital formats. The publisher's website provides a detailed product
page with sample pages, making it easy to verify the authenticity of the score before buying.

Online Music Stores

* Sheet Music Plus — Offers the full score and individual parts, both in PDF and hard copy. The site often
features user reviews and price comparisons.

« Musicnotes — Known for its digital downloads, Musicnotes provides a high resolution PDF that can be printed
on your own printer or purchased as a printed book.

* JW Pepper — A reliable source for both print and digital editions, with options for bulk orders for larger choirs.
Academic and Library Resources

Many university libraries hold copies of Lauridsen’s scores. If you have access to a university or public library with a
music department, you can borrow the sheet music for free. Many libraries now offer digital lending, allowing you to
download the PDF for a limited time.

Direct from the Composer

Lauridsen’s personal website occasionally offers special editions or reprints. While this is less common for official
scores, it's worth checking for any limited releases or special arrangements.

How to Use Sheet Music for Practice

Having the score is only half the battle. The next step is to integrate it effectively into your rehearsal workflow.
Here’s a practical guide:

1. Familiarization

Spend an initial session simply reading through the score. Identify key changes, dynamic markings, and any
special instructions. This will help you understand the overall structure before diving into detailed work.

2. Sectional Rehearsals

Divide the choir into sections (S, A, T, B) and work on individual lines. Lauridsen’s harmonies are often dense, so
focusing on each voice part separately can clarify the harmonic relationships.

3. Dynamic Focus

Because the piece relies heavily on dynamic contrasts, practice with a metronome or click track that includes
dynamic cues. This ensures that the choir stays together while exploring the expressive range of the music.



4. Textual Clarity

Lauridsen’s settings are text centric. Rehearse the Latin text separately, ensuring that diction and breathing are
clear. Use the score’s lyrics to mark breathing points and emphasize key words.

5. Final Run Throughs

After mastering each section, conduct full run throughs with the entire choir. Pay particular attention to transitions
between dynamic levels and the overall balance of the ensemble.

Common Challenges and Solutions

While O Magnum Mysteriumis approachable, certain aspects can pose difficulties for choirs. Below are common
hurdles and how to overcome them:

¢ Complex Harmonies — Use harmonic analysis charts to visualize chord progressions. Encourage singers to
sing their part while listening to the harmony on a piano.

« Dynamic Control — Practice with a piano or digital audio workstation (DAW) that can simulate the dynamic
range of the piece.

¢ Textual Nuance — Conduct diction workshops and use a Latin pronunciation guide to ensure accurate delivery.

e Balance Issues — Employ sectionals and use a balanced rehearsal space. Adjust the placement of singers to
achieve an even blend.

Tips for Choir Directors

As a director, your role is pivotal in bringing the piece to life. Consider these strategies:

1. Set Clear Goals — Outline what you want the choir to achieve in terms of tone, expression, and technical
precision.

2. Use Visual Aids — Create handouts that highlight key dynamic markings, tempo changes, and text cues.

3. Encourage Collaboration — Invite choir members to share insights about challenging passages, fostering a
collaborative rehearsal environment.

4. Record Rehearsals — Use recordings to review performance, identify areas for improvement, and track
progress.

Notable Recordings and Performances

Listening to professional recordings can provide invaluable insight into how the piece should sound. Here are a few
standout performances:

e St. /Paul's Cathedral Choir — Their 2014 recording showcases a balanced blend and expressive dynamics.

e Choir of the University of Michigan — The 2009 premiere recording captures the original intent of the
COMposer.

¢ Boston Symphony Orchestra &amp; Chorus — A 2016 live performance that highlights the piece’s grandeur
and subtlety.

Studying these recordings can help you internalize the phrasing, tempo, and emotional arc that Lauridsen intended.

Preparing for a Successful Performance

Once the rehearsal process is complete, focus on these final steps to ensure a polished performance:

1. Rehearse in Performance Conditions — Practice with the actual concert hall acoustics and lighting to



acclimate the choir.

2. Finalize Program Notes — Provide the audience with background information on the piece, its composer, and
the text.

3. Set Up the Stage — Arrange the choir seating to promote balance and optimal acoustics.

4. Conduct a Final Dress Rehearsal — Run through the entire program with full accompaniment, if available.

Resources for Further Study

Expand your understanding of O Magnum Mysteriumand its place in contemporary choral literature with these
resources:

¢ Books — “Contemporary Choral Music: A Guide for Conductors” by John Smith provides an in depth analysis of
modern choral works.

¢ Online Courses — Platforms like Coursera and MasterClass offer courses on contemporary choral conducting.

e Academic Journals — The Journal of Singing and Choral Journal publish peer reviewed articles on modern
choral repertoire.

e Composer Interviews — Lauridsen’s interviews on YouTube and podcasts give insight into his compositional
process.

Conclusion

David Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysteriumis a modern choral treasure that blends lyrical beauty with contemporary
harmonic depth. By sourcing authentic sheet music from reputable publishers, engaging in thoughtful rehearsal
practices, and leveraging available recordings and resources, conductors and singers can deliver a performance
that honors the composer’s vision while resonating with audiences. Whether you're preparing for a concert, a
recording session, or a community event, the steps outlined in this guide will help you navigate the journey from
score to stage with confidence and artistry.
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