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Neonatal Resuscitation Program Study Guide

Every healthcare professional who works with newborns—whether in a delivery room, neonatal intensive care unit,

or community clinic—knows that the first minutes after birth can be the difference between life and death. The

Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP) is the gold �standard curriculum that equips clinicians with the knowledge,

skills, and confidence needed to stabilize and support a newborn who is not breathing or not maintaining adequate

oxygenation. Preparing for the NRP exam or simply refreshing your skills requires a focused, well �structured study

plan. This comprehensive guide walks you through the essential content, offers proven study techniques, and

highlights the resources that will help you master the material and excel on the exam.

1. Understanding the Foundation of Neonatal Resuscitation

1.1 What is the Neonatal Resuscitation Program?

The NRP is a joint effort of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the American Heart Association (AHA).

It is based on the latest evidence and incorporates the American Heart Association’s Basic Life Support (BLS)

guidelines for infants. The program emphasizes a systematic approach: initial assessment, stimulation, airway

management, breathing support, circulatory support, and post �resuscitation care.

1.2 Why the NRP Matters

•  Standardization: Provides a consistent framework for all providers.

•  Evidence �Based: Reflects current research on optimal neonatal resuscitation.

•  Outcome Improvement: Studies show that NRP training reduces neonatal morbidity and mortality.

•  Certification: Many hospitals require NRP certification for staff involved in newborn care.

1.3 Core Principles of Neonatal Resuscitation

1.  Early Identification: Recognize signs of distress immediately after birth.

2.  Rapid Intervention: Apply stimulation and airway maneuvers promptly.

3.  Systematic Approach: Follow the 5 �step algorithm (Assessment, Stimulation, Airway, Breathing, Circulation).

4.  Team Coordination: Ensure clear roles and effective communication.

5.  Post �Resuscitation Monitoring: Continuously assess for complications and provide ongoing support.

2. Key Components Covered in the NRP Curriculum

2.1 Assessment of the Newborn

Begin with the APGARscore, but also evaluate heart rate, respiration, tone, color, and reflex irritability. Recognize

the thresholds for initiating stimulation, positive pressure ventilation (PPV), or chest compressions.

2.2 Stimulation and Airway Management

•  Gentle tactile stimulation.

•  Positioning: placing the infant on the chest or abdomen of the provider.

•  Jaw thrust and suctioning if necessary.

2.3 Breathing Support



Understand the indications for PPV, the correct mask size, and the optimal ventilatory settings (volume or pressure

control). Master the use of a bag �mask device and the transition to positive pressure ventilation.

2.4 Circulatory Support

Recognize when to initiate chest compressions (heart rate 

2.5 Post �Resuscitation Care

Monitor for hypothermia, hypoglycemia, and hyperglycemia. Provide appropriate thermal management, glucose

supplementation, and ongoing respiratory support.

2.6 Advanced Topics

•  Management of meconium aspiration.

•  Use of surfactant and continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP).

•  Special considerations for preterm infants.

3. Structuring Your Study Guide

A well �organized study guide is the backbone of successful learning. Below is a suggested framework that mirrors

the NRP content and aligns with the exam format.

3.1 Create a Detailed Outline

Start with a high �level outline that includes all major sections: Assessment, Airway, Breathing, Circulation,

Post �Resuscitation, and Advanced Topics. Under each, list subtopics and key facts you need to remember.

3.2 Integrate Visual Aids

Include flowcharts for the 5 �step algorithm, tables summarizing ventilator settings, and diagrams of chest

compression techniques. Visuals help reinforce memory and provide quick reference during simulations.

3.3 Use Flashcards for High �Yield Facts

Flashcards are ideal for memorizing definitions, thresholds, and medication dosages. Tools like Anki or physical

index cards can be used to test recall regularly.

3.4 Incorporate Practice Questions

Embed multiple �choice questions (MCQs) after each section. This allows you to gauge understanding and identify

weak areas early on.

4. Effective Study Techniques for NRP Mastery

4.1 Active Recall

Instead of passive reading, quiz yourself on key concepts. For example, after reviewing the airway section, close

the book and try to recite the steps of airway management.

4.2 Spaced Repetition

Review material at increasing intervals—immediately after learning, then after 1 day, 3 days, 1 week, and 2 weeks.

This technique strengthens long �term retention.

4.3 Simulation Practice

Hands �on simulation is crucial. Use a neonatal manikin to practice stimulation, PPV, and chest compressions.

Repeating the entire algorithm in a timed scenario builds confidence and muscle memory.



4.4 Peer Teaching

Explain concepts to a study partner or group. Teaching forces you to organize your thoughts and uncover gaps in

knowledge.

4.5 Time Management During the Exam

Practice answering questions within the allotted time. The NRP exam typically has a 90 �minute time limit for 60

questions, so aim for 

5. Essential Resources for Your Study Journey

5.1 Official NRP Textbook

The Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP) 2023–2024textbook is the definitive source. It contains up �to �date

guidelines, algorithms, and evidence summaries.

5.2 NRP Video Series

Visual learners benefit from the NRP’s video demonstrations. Watch each module multiple times, pausing to

practice the steps.

5.3 Online Practice Exams

Several platforms offer NRP practice exams that mirror the real test’s format and difficulty. Use these to benchmark

progress.

5.4 Simulation Labs

Many hospitals and training centers host simulation labs. If accessible, enroll in a lab session that covers the full

resuscitation algorithm.

5.5 Mobile Apps

•  NRP Pocket Guide: Quick reference for algorithms and drug dosages.

•  E-Resuscitation: Interactive case scenarios.

6. Sample Practice Questions

Below are ten sample MCQs that reflect the style and content of the NRP exam. Try answering them before

reviewing the explanations.

6.1 Question 1

Which of the following is the correct first step in the management of a newborn who has a heart rate of 70 beats

per minute immediately after birth?

1.  Initiate positive pressure ventilation.

2.  Start chest compressions.

3.  Begin intravenous fluid bolus.

4.  Give epinephrine.

Answer:A – The first step is to provide positive pressure ventilation because the heart rate is above 60 bpm but

below 100 bpm, indicating a need for ventilation support.

6.2 Question 2

What is the recommended mask size for a term newborn during positive pressure ventilation?



1.  Adult mask.

2.  Child mask.

3.  Infant mask.

4.  Special neonatal mask.

Answer: C – Use an infant mask that covers the nose and mouth of the newborn.

6.3 Question 3

At what heart rate should chest compressions be initiated in a newborn who is receiving adequate ventilation?

1.  >100 bpm

2.  80 bpm

3.  60 bpm

4.  40 bpm

Answer: C – Chest compressions are indicated if the heart rate remains 

6.4 Question 4

Which drug is the first line for treating persistent bradycardia in a newborn?

1.  Adenosine

2.  Amiodarone

3.  Epinephrine

4.  Atropine

Answer: C – Intravenous epinephrine is the first line medication for persistent bradycardia.

6.5 Question 5

What is the correct compression-to-ventilation ratio during neonatal CPR?

1.  5:1

2.  3:1

3.  2:1

4.  1:1

Answer: B – The recommended ratio is 3 compressions for every 1 ventilation.

6.6 Question 6

A newborn with meconium-stained fluid requires which of the following interventions?

1.  Immediate intubation and suction.

2.  Positive pressure ventilation with a bag �mask device.

3.  Administer surfactant.

4.  All of the above.

Answer: D – All of the above are appropriate initial interventions for meconium aspiration.

6.7 Question 7

Which of the following best describes the purpose of maintaining thermal regulation in a newborn during

resuscitation?

1.  To prevent hypoglycemia.
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