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Class 10 English literature is a pivotal year for students across India. The curriculum, designed by the National

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), is carefully curated to develop critical thinking, analytical

skills, and an appreciation for diverse literary forms. Among the four units, Unit III contains the drama “The Dear

Departed,” a compelling narrative that explores themes of friendship, betrayal, and the moral complexities of human

relationships. For students preparing for board exams, understanding this drama in depth is essential. This article

provides a comprehensive guide, including a detailed summary, character analysis, thematic exploration, and

practical NCERT solutions to help you master the text.

Why NCERT Solutions Matter for Class 10 English Literature

NCERT solutions are more than just answer keys; they are structured study aids that break down the textbook

content into digestible parts. They:

•  Offer step �by �step explanations for comprehension questions.

•  Highlight key literary devices and their impact on the narrative.

•  Provide contextual information that links the text to real �world situations.

•  Help students practice exam �style questions, improving speed and accuracy.

•  Encourage analytical thinking through guided commentary.

By integrating NCERT solutions into your study routine, you can transform passive reading into active learning,

ensuring you are well �prepared for both internal assessments and the All �India Secondary School Certificate

(AISSC) exam.

Getting Started: Overview of “The Dear Departed”

“The Dear Departed” is a drama written by Indian playwright Shankar Rao and first published in 2004. The play is 

set in a small coastal town in Karnataka, where the protagonist, Ramesh, grapples with the sudden disappearance 

of his best friend, Ajay. The narrative unfolds through a series of monologues, dialogues, and flashbacks, revealing

the complex web of emotions that bind the characters.

Key points:

1.  The drama examines the fragility of human relationships.

2.  It juxtaposes tradition and modernity in rural India.

3.  It invites audiences to question the nature of loyalty and truth.

Setting the Scene

The play opens with a quiet, sun �lit beach. Ramesh, a 16 �year �old schoolboy, is seen walking along the shore,

reflecting on the loss of Ajay. The stage is minimalistic, with a few props—a wooden boat, a fishing net, and a



broken photograph—symbolizing the remnants of a once �strong bond.

Plot Summary: Step �by �Step Breakdown

Below is a concise yet thorough summary of the drama’s plot. It is structured to aid students who need a quick

refresher before delving into deeper analysis.

Act I – The Disappearance

Ramesh receives a letter from Ajay, inviting him to the beach. However, Ajay never arrives. Ramesh’s distress

grows as he realizes that Ajay has vanished without a trace. The first act ends with Ramesh staring at the empty

boat, symbolizing the void left by his friend.

Act II – The Investigation

Ramesh, with the help of his classmate Leena, starts investigating. They interview Ajay’s family members and

friends, uncovering a series of contradictions. Ajay’s mother claims he left home to seek better opportunities, while

his sister insists he was involved in a local dispute. The act highlights the conflicting narratives that cloud the truth.

Act III – The Revelation

The climax of the drama occurs when Ramesh discovers a hidden journal in Ajay’s old fishing boat. The journal

reveals Ajay’s internal struggle: he was torn between staying with his family and pursuing his dream of becoming a

marine biologist. The journal also shows Ajay’s fear of confronting his father’s expectations, leading to his eventual

disappearance.

Act IV – The Resolution

In the final act, Ramesh confronts Ajay’s father, demanding answers. The father confesses that Ajay had indeed

left, but the family had suppressed the truth to avoid scandal. The drama ends with Ramesh standing on the shore,

realizing that the only way forward is to accept the loss and honor Ajay’s memory.

Character Analysis: Who Drives the Story?

Understanding the characters is crucial for a deeper appreciation of the drama. Below is a detailed look at the key

figures.

Ramesh – The Protagonist

Ramesh is portrayed as a thoughtful, introspective teenager. His internal monologues reveal his deep attachment

to Ajay and his moral compass. He serves as the audience’s guide through the narrative, offering a lens of empathy

and curiosity.

Ajay – The Missing Friend

Ajay’s character is complex. Though he is physically absent, his presence is felt through letters and the journal. He

embodies the conflict between tradition and personal aspirations, making him a relatable figure for many students.

Ajay’s Father – The Patriarch

He represents societal expectations and the pressure to conform. His reluctance to accept Ajay’s ambitions

highlights generational gaps and the challenges of pursuing unconventional careers.

Leena – The Supportive Friend

Leena’s role is pivotal. She encourages Ramesh to investigate and provides emotional support. Her character



showcases the importance of friendship in navigating crises.

Thematic Exploration: Lessons Beyond the Stage

“The Dear Departed” is rich in themes that resonate with both individual and collective experiences. Below are the

main themes and their significance.

Friendship and Loyalty

The drama questions the durability of friendship when faced with adversity. Ramesh’s unwavering loyalty to Ajay

demonstrates the moral strength of true companionship.

Identity and Self �Discovery

Ajay’s struggle to define himself beyond societal expectations is a universal theme. His journey reflects the tension

between personal desire and familial duty.

Truth and Deception

The conflicting narratives about Ajay’s disappearance underscore how truth can be manipulated. The drama

encourages critical thinking about the sources of information.

Tradition vs. Modernity

Set in a coastal town, the play juxtaposes traditional values with the lure of modern opportunities. The characters’

choices reflect the broader societal transition in India.

Exam �Ready Tips: How to Use NCERT Solutions Effectively

Below are practical strategies for leveraging NCERT solutions to excel in your exams.

Step 1: Read the Text Thoroughly

Before consulting solutions, read the drama attentively. Highlight unfamiliar words and note any emotional

responses. This baseline understanding will make the solutions more meaningful.

Step 2: Refer to the Solution Guide for Comprehension Questions

The NCERT solution manual typically contains detailed answers to comprehension questions. Use these to verify

your understanding and identify any gaps.

Step 3: Analyze Literary Devices

Solutions often explain metaphors, similes, and symbolism. Pay close attention to how these devices shape the

narrative and reinforce themes.

Step 4: Practice Past Paper Questions

NCERT solutions often include sample answers for past exam questions. Practice these to gauge your ability to

structure responses within time limits.

Step 5: Engage in Group Discussions

Use the insights from solutions to spark discussions with classmates. Explaining concepts to others consolidates

your knowledge.

Commonly Asked Questions About “The Dear Departed”



Below are frequently asked questions (FAQs) that students often encounter in exams.

1. What is the central conflict in “The Dear Departed”?

The central conflict revolves around Ajay’s internal struggle between following his dream of becoming a marine

biologist and adhering to his father’s expectations.

2. How does the setting influence the plot?

The coastal setting emphasizes themes of freedom, exploration, and the unknown, mirroring Ajay’s desire to break

free from societal constraints.

3. Which literary device is most prominent in the drama?

Metaphor is extensively used, especially the broken boat symbolizing broken promises and lost opportunities.

4. What message does the play convey about friendship?

The drama underscores that true friendship endures even when the friend is physically absent, as long as one

remains loyal and supportive.

5. How does the drama reflect contemporary Indian society?

By depicting generational conflict and the tension between tradition and modernity, the drama mirrors the evolving

cultural landscape of India.

Practical Exercises: Applying NCERT Solutions

To reinforce learning, try these exercises based on NCERT solutions.

Exercise 1: Character Diary

Write a diary entry from Ajay’s perspective, using information from the journal. Highlight his thoughts and emotions.

Exercise 2: Debate on Tradition vs. Modernity

Organize a classroom debate where students argue for and against Ajay’s decision to pursue marine biology.

Exercise 3: Symbolism Mapping

Create a visual map linking symbols (e.g., the boat, the photograph) to their thematic significance.

Exercise 4: Mock Exam Question

Using NCERT solutions, draft a mock exam question that tests comprehension and analysis. Peer �review each

other’s responses.

Conclusion: Mastering “The Dear Departed” Through NCERT Solutions

“The Dear Departed” is a nuanced drama that offers valuable lessons on friendship, identity, and the pursuit of

truth. By combining a thorough reading of the text with the structured guidance of NCERT solutions, students can

develop a deep, analytical understanding that will serve them well in exams and beyond. Remember to approach

the drama with curiosity, engage actively with the material, and use the solutions as a roadmap rather than a

crutch. With dedication and the right resources, mastering this drama will not only boost your academic

performance but also enrich your appreciation of literature’s power to reflect human experience.

Happy studying, and may your journey through “The Dear Departed” inspire both academic success and personal

growth!
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