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Introduction

When you hear the phrase “my name is bill w movie questions,” you might imagine a trivia night or a fan forum 

buzzing with curiosity. In reality, it’s a doorway into a compelling cinematic journey that blends history, faith, and the 

universal struggle with addiction. My Name Is Bill W.is a 2013 biographical film that chronicles the life of Bill

Wilson, the co �founder of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). The movie invites audiences to explore the origins of one of

the world’s most enduring recovery programs, while also posing thoughtful questions about identity, purpose, and

the human capacity for change.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the film’s plot, characters, themes, production, and reception. We’ll also answer

the most frequently asked questions that fans and newcomers alike have about the movie. Whether you’re a

long �time AA member, a film enthusiast, or simply curious about the story behind the iconic “My Name Is Bill W.”,

this guide will offer a comprehensive, engaging, and SEO �friendly exploration of the film.

What Is “My Name Is Bill W.”?

My Name Is Bill W. is a biographical drama that tells the story of Bill Wilson, a New York City financier who

became a founding father of Alcoholics Anonymous. The film traces his journey from a privileged upbringing to a

devastating addiction, and finally to the creation of a fellowship that has helped millions worldwide.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins in the 1920s, with Bill Wilson (played by Paul Giamatti) enjoying a life of luxury, frequenting

speakeasies, and indulging in the era’s rampant alcohol consumption. As the Great Depression takes hold, Bill’s

financial stability crumbles, and his drinking escalates into a full �blown addiction. The film follows his descent into

despair, his attempts at sobriety, and the pivotal moments that lead him to meet Dr. Bob Smith (played by

Christopher Plummer). Together, they develop a spiritual framework that later becomes the foundation of Alcoholics

Anonymous.

Production Details

•  Director: Stephen Gaghan

•  Screenplay: Stephen Gaghan, based on the 1985 biography “Bill W.” by Robert M. H. (Bill Wilson) and Robert 

M. H. (Dr. Bob Smith)

•  Producer: Stephen Gaghan, John B. McCormick

•  Music: David Shire

•  Cinematography: Janusz Kami�G6¶•

•  Runtime: 110 minutes

•  Release Date: December 2013 (United States)

Key Cast and Crew

•  Paul Giamatti as Bill Wilson – A charismatic, troubled financier whose journey forms the core of the story.

•  Christopher Plummer as Dr. Bob Smith – The wise, compassionate physician who partners with Bill to create 

a recovery program.



•  Jennifer Ehle as Lillian Wilson – Bill’s supportive wife, whose faith and patience help him stay on track.

•  David Schwimmer as Jim – Bill’s close friend who provides a different perspective on the path to sobriety.

•  Jude Law as a young Bill (flashback scenes).

•  Janusz Kami�G6¶’	b�6–æVÖ�Föprapher known for his atmospheric visual style, enhancing the film’s emotional 

depth.

•  David Shire – Composer who crafted a score that underscores the film’s spiritual and dramatic moments.

Exploring the Core Themes

Alcoholism and Recovery

The film delves into the complex nature of addiction, portraying it not merely as a personal failing but as a disease

that can affect anyone, regardless of status or background. Bill’s struggle highlights the cyclical pattern of denial,

shame, and relapse, and the eventual breakthrough that comes with acceptance and community support.

Faith and Spirituality

Central to the story is the role of spirituality in recovery. Bill’s encounter with Dr. Bob Smith introduces the concept

of a higher power, a cornerstone of the Twelve �Step program. The film illustrates how faith, whether religious or

secular, can provide a framework for personal transformation.

Friendship and Support

Through the relationship between Bill and Bob, the movie showcases the power of genuine human connection.

Their partnership demonstrates how mutual respect, empathy, and shared purpose can create a safe space for

healing.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Movie

Who directed the film?

Stephen Gaghan, known for his work on Gone Baby Gone and The Big Short, directed My Name Is Bill W.

Gaghan’s background in crafting character �driven narratives helped bring Bill Wilson’s story to life with sensitivity

and depth.

What year was it released?

The film premiered in December 2013. It was distributed by Lionsgate and received a limited theatrical release

before becoming available on streaming platforms.

Is it historically accurate?

While the film takes creative liberties for dramatic purposes, it largely adheres to the factual timeline of Bill Wilson’s

life. The key events—his early success, the onset of alcoholism, the meeting with Dr. Bob Smith, and the founding

of Alcoholics Anonymous—are all grounded in documented history.

What are the main characters?

•  Bill Wilson – The protagonist, a wealthy financier who becomes a founding father of AA.

•  Dr. Bob Smith – The medical doctor who collaborates with Bill to develop the Twelve �Step program.

•  Lillian Wilson – Bill’s wife, a pillar of support throughout his journey.

•  Jim – Bill’s close friend, representing a different perspective on sobriety.

How did the film perform at the box office?

Despite a modest budget, My Name Is Bill W.earned approximately $3.5 million worldwide. Its limited release



strategy, coupled with its niche audience, contributed to the modest financial performance. However, the film’s

impact extended far beyond box office numbers, resonating strongly with audiences seeking inspiration and insight.

What awards did it receive?

The film earned several accolades, including the Best Feature Filmaward at the 2014 San Diego International Film

Festival, and nominations for Best Actor (Paul Giamatti) at the 2014 Independent Spirit Awards.

Is there a soundtrack?

Yes. Composer David Shire created a score that blends contemporary instrumentation with period �appropriate

motifs, enhancing the film’s emotional resonance. The soundtrack includes original compositions that reflect the

film’s themes of hope and redemption.

Where can I watch it?

As of 2024, My Name Is Bill W. is available on several streaming services, including Amazon Prime Video, iTunes,

and the AA’s official website. For those interested in a theatrical experience, select cinemas occasionally screen

the film as part of AA-related events.

Critical Reception and Audience Response

Critics praised the film’s nuanced portrayal of addiction and recovery. Reviewers highlighted Paul Giamatti’s

compelling performance and the film’s ability to balance historical context with universal themes. Rotten Tomatoes

reports a 72% approval rating, while Metacritic lists a score of 65/100, reflecting generally favorable reviews.

Audience responses were equally positive, with many viewers expressing gratitude for the film’s honest depiction of

the recovery journey. The film sparked discussions on social media, where fans shared personal stories of sobriety

and the influence of AA’s principles.

Impact on Alcoholics Anonymous Community

Since its release, My Name Is Bill W.has been embraced by the AA community as an educational tool. Many AA

groups incorporate the film into their meetings, using it as a catalyst for discussion about the Twelve �Step principles,

the power of fellowship, and the importance of personal accountability.

AA’s official website features a dedicated page that includes discussion questions, a downloadable guide, and

testimonials from members who credit the film with reigniting their commitment to sobriety.

Behind the Scenes: Making the Film

During production, the cast and crew faced several challenges that mirrored the film’s themes. For instance, Paul

Giamatti underwent a rigorous drinking regimen to authentically portray Bill’s addiction. Christopher Plummer, who

was 79 at the time, brought a profound sense of gravitas to his role, drawing on his own experiences of aging and

reflection.

Director Stephen Gaghan emphasized the importance of research. He consulted Bill Wilson’s original writings, AA

literature, and interviewed former AA members to ensure that the film’s portrayal of the Twelve �Step program

remained faithful to its roots.

Why You Should Watch It

•  Inspirational Story: Witness the transformation of a man who turned his darkest moments into a beacon of 



hope for millions.

•  Educational Value: Gain insight into the origins of AA and the Twelve �Step program.
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