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MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. Script: A Complete Guide for Schools,
Community Theaters, and Parents

For teachers, drama directors, and parents looking to bring a classic tale to life on a stage that fits a younger cast,
the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. scriptoffers a perfect blend of timeless storyteling and age appropriate
dialogue. This article explores everything you need to know about the play, from its origins and structure to practical
tips for staging, casting, and rehearsing. Whether you're preparing a high school production, a community theater
event, or a family-friendly school play, this guide will help you navigate the script's nuances and unlock its full
potential.

What is MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr.?

MTI, or Music Theatre International, is a leading publisher of musical theater licenses worldwide. Their Beauty and
the Beast Jr.adaptation is a condensed version of the beloved Disney musical, designed for younger performers
and smaller venues. The play maintains the core storyline—Belle’s love for books, the enchanted castle, and the
Beast’'s journey toward redemption—while trimming complex musical numbers and simplifying staging
requirements.

Key features of the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. script include:

< All in one license for performances in schools, churches, and community theaters.
¢ Reduced cast size: 14 to 20 actors, with most roles doubled.

e Shortened musical numbers and a streamlined book.

e Clear stage directions and prop lists tailored for smaller productions.

« Educational resources such as character study guides and discussion questions.

Why Choose the Junior Version?

Adapting a classic musical for younger performers isn’t just about cutting content; it's about creating an experience
that is safe, engaging, and educational. Here’s why the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. script stands out:

1. Age Appropriate Language and Themes

The original musical contains sophisticated vocabulary and complex emotional themes. The junior script replaces
intricate lines with simpler, more relatable language while preserving the story’s heart. This makes it easier for
students to memorize lines and connect with the characters.

2. Manageable Time Frame

Typical school productions run 90-120 minutes. The junior version trims the runtime to about 75-90 minutes, fitting
comfortably into a school day or a community theater schedule without sacrificing key moments.

3. Cost Effective Production

With fewer songs and a smaller cast, the junior script reduces costs for costumes, set pieces, and rehearsal time.
This is especially beneficial for schools with tight budgets or community groups that rely on volunteers.



4. Educational Value

MTI provides lesson plans and discussion prompts that align with curriculum standards in literature, drama, and
music. These tools help educators use the play as a teaching device for themes such as empathy, self acceptance,
and the importance of inner beauty.

How the Script is Structured

The MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. scriptfollows a traditional two act structure, but with several adjustments to suit
younger performers.

Act One: The Village and the Castle
Act One sets the scene in the provincial village and introduces Belle’s love for reading and her family’s struggles.

The Beast’s arrival triggers the central conflict. Key musical moments include:

1. “Belle” — A solo that introduces Belle’s curiosity and longing.
2. “Be Our Guest” — An ensemble number that showcases the castle’s magic.
3. “The Beast’s Song” — A simplified version that highlights the Beast’s isolation.

Act Two: Transformation and Redemption

Act Two focuses on Belle’s compassion and the Beast's transformation. The climax centers on the iconic “Beauty
and the Beast” duet. The junior script condenses the emotional depth into a single, powerful song.

e “Beauty and the Beast” — The central duet that resolves the story.
e “The End” — A brief finale that celebrates the newfound harmony.

Key Characters and Casting Tips

Below is a quick reference for the main characters in the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. script, along with
suggestions for casting and doubling.

1. Belle

Age: 16-18. Belle is the heart of the story. Her vocal range is mezzo soprano, but the junior version simplifies the
melody for younger singers.

2.The Beast

Age: 18-24. The Beast requires a strong baritone. In junior productions, the role is often doubled with the Prince,
allowing for a more economical cast.

3. Gaston

Age: 18-22. Gaston's comedic timing is essential. The role can be doubled with the Candles or the Village Elder for
smaller casts.

4. LeFou

Age: 16-20. LeFou provides comic relief and often doubles with the Candles or the Village Elder.

5.The Candles, Candles 2, Candles 3

These roles are typically played by the same actor or a small ensemble, offering a flexible approach for limited
resources.

6. The Village Elder



Age: 25+, The Elder serves as a narrator and moral compass. He can double with Gaston or LeFou.

7. Belle’s Mother

Age: 40-60. The mother’s role is pivotal for the emotional stakes. She can double with the Candles.

8. Supporting Roles

Characters like the Candles, the Village Elder, and the Candles can be played by a small ensemble, ensuring that
the production remains lean.

Staging the Junior Script: Practical Tips

Even with a simplified script, staging a production requires careful planning. Below are practical considerations for
directors and stage managers.

Set Design

¢ Use a simple backdrop for the village and a modular set for the castle.

¢ Employ minimal props—key items include a book for Belle, a candle for the Candles, and a single throne for
the Beast.

* Consider a movable platform to transition between the village and the castle.

Costumes

e Opt for versatile, easy to change costumes. For example, Belle’'s gown can double as her school uniform.
¢ Use neutral colors for the Beast's costume, with a simple mask to signify his animalistic side.
¢ Gaston’s costume should be bold but straightforward, such as a red jacket and a cape.

Lighting and Sound

¢ Use simple lighting cues to highlight mood changes. A single spotlight on Belle during her solo works wonders.
e Sound effects can be limited to a few key moments, such as the castle’s creaks or the village’s bustle.
e Consider a small soundboard operator to handle cues, which also doubles as a stagehand.

Rehearsal Strategy

1. Book Rehearsals — Focus on script and blocking. Keep the first week short to avoid overwhelming the cast.

2. Song Rehearsals — Schedule separate vocal sessions, especially for the key numbers like “Belle” and
“Beauty and the Beast.”

3. Full Run throughs — Begin at least four weeks before opening night to allow for adjustments.

4. Technical Rehearsals — Combine lighting, sound, and set changes in a single run through to fine tune timing.

Obtaining the Script: Licensing and Distribution

MTI offers a straightforward licensing process for the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. script. Here’'s what you need
to know:

1. Licensing Options

e School License — Covers all performances within a single school or district for a set period.
e Community License — Allows for multiple productions in community theaters.
¢ All In One License — Grants rights to perform the script, use the score, and distribute copies to cast members.

2. Cost Factors

e The base fee is typically between $200 and $400, depending on the venue and audience size.
< Additional fees may apply for large cast sizes or if you need to use the score for recording.



¢ Discounts are often available for schools and non profit organizations.

3. How to Apply
1. Visit the MTI website and navigate to the “Licensing” section.
2. Choose the appropriate license type and fill out the application form.
3. Submit the required fee and wait for the approval email.
4. Once approved, you'll receive a digital copy of the script and the score.
4. Digital Distribution

MTI provides a secure portal where cast members can download the script in PDF format. This eliminates the need
for physical copies and ensures everyone has access to the same material.

Educational Applications of the Script

Beyond the entertainment value, the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. scriptserves as a powerful educational tool.
Here’s how teachers can integrate it into the curriculum.

Literary Analysis
e Compare the original fairy tale with the musical adaptation.
¢ Analyze character arcs and themes such as redemption and self acceptance.
 Discuss the use of symbolism—candles, books, and the castle’s architecture.
Music and Performance Studies
e Study the structure of musical numbers and their role in storytelling.
e Explore vocal techniques suitable for young performers.
¢ Examine choreography and stage movement.
Social and Emotional Learning

» Use the play to discuss empathy, prejudice, and the importance of looking beyond appearances.
« Facilitate group discussions after performances to reflect on lessons learned.
¢ Encourage students to write reflective essays or create visual art inspired by the play.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Producing a musical, even a junior version, can present obstacles. Below are frequent issues and practical
solutions.

1. Limited Budget

Solution: Use DIY costumes and set pieces. Ask local businesses for sponsorships or in kind donations. Leverage
community talent for lighting and sound.

2.Time Constraints

Solution: Prioritize key scenes in early rehearsals. Use efficient blocking to reduce stage changes. Consider a
“minimalist” staging approach, focusing on narrative rather than spectacle.

3. Vocal Strain

Solution: Provide vocal warm up sessions and ensure that songs are within the comfortable range of the performers.

Offer optional vocal coaching for those who need it.

4. Audience Engagement



Solution: Incorporate interactive moments, such as a brief “sing along” during “Be Our Guest.” Encourage the
audience to participate in applause cues.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr. script be performed in a school’s auditorium?

A: Absolutely. The simplified staging and reduced cast size make it ideal for small venues. Just ensure you have a
basic sound system and a few spotlights.

Q: Are
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