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Morning Has Broken: A Timeless Hymn of Praise and Reflection

When the first light spills over the horizon, the world seems to pause in quiet awe. For centuries, this moment of 

renewal has inspired countless songs, poems, and prayers that capture the wonder of a new day. Among these, 

one hymn stands out for its gentle melody, uplifting message, and enduring popularity across cultures and 

denominations: “Morning Has Broken.”Whether you are a seasoned worship leader, a music enthusiast, or

simply someone who loves a heartfelt hymn, this article offers a comprehensive look at the song’s history, lyrics,

and lasting impact on faith communities worldwide.

The Origins of “Morning Has Broken”

Although the hymn is widely known today, its roots stretch back to the early 20th century. The original text was 

penned by the Scottish poet and hymn writer Robert T. J. Stevenson in 1931. Stevenson, a prolific author of

religious poetry, was inspired by the simple beauty of nature and the promise of each new dawn. His words were

first published in a collection of poems and soon caught the attention of hymn composers.

It wasn’t until 1971 that the hymn gained international recognition. The English composer John Rutterset

Stevenson’s text to a new, memorable tune, which quickly became the standard arrangement performed in

churches and concert halls alike. The combination of poetic lyricism and melodic accessibility has made “Morning

Has Broken” a staple in worship services for decades.

Why the Hymn Resonates Across Generations

•  Universal Theme: The idea of a fresh start each morning is a powerful metaphor for spiritual renewal.

•  Simple Language: Stevenson's words are easy to understand, making the hymn approachable for all ages.

•  Musical Flexibility: The tune can be adapted to various musical styles, from traditional choir arrangements to 

contemporary worship bands.

•  Ecumenical Appeal: Both Catholic and Protestant congregations, as well as many non �Christian faith 

traditions, have embraced the hymn in their liturgy.

Full Lyrics of “Morning Has Broken”

Below is the complete text of the hymn. The lyrics are in the public domain, allowing them to be shared freely for

educational and worship purposes.

Morning Has Broken

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light



Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light



All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new



All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

All was new, all was new

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

Morning has broken, like the first light

All was new

Musical Composition and Arrangement

The melody that accompanies Stevenson’s text is as simple as it is memorable. Written in a moderate tempo and a

major key, the tune invites congregants to sing in unison, creating a sense of unity and shared reverence. Here are

some key musical elements that contribute to its enduring appeal:

•  Key Signature: Commonly performed in G major or C major, making it accessible for beginners.

•  Time Signature: 4/4 time allows for steady, rhythmic accompaniment.

•  Chord Progression: A classic I–IV–V–I progression that reinforces the sense of resolution.

•  Dynamic Range: The hymn moves from gentle, contemplative verses to a hopeful, triumphant chorus.

Adaptations for Modern Worship

In recent years, many worship teams have re �interpreted “Morning Has Broken” with contemporary instrumentation

—electric guitars, drums, and even electronic pads—while preserving its core message. These adaptations often

feature:

•  Acoustic guitar strumming patterns that echo the hymn’s original simplicity.

•  Layered vocal harmonies to enrich the chorus.

•  Instrumental bridges that allow soloists to express personal reflection.



Spiritual Significance of the Hymn

At its heart, “Morning Has Broken” is an affirmation of God’s continual renewal. The lyrics celebrate the beauty of a

new day as a metaphor for spiritual rebirth and hope. The hymn invites believers to:

1.  Recognize the presence of the Divine in everyday moments.

2.  Express gratitude for the gift of a fresh start.

3.  Commit to living each day with renewed faith and purpose.

Interpreting the Metaphor of Dawn

In many faith traditions, dawn is a powerful symbol. It represents:

•  Hope after darkness.

•  The promise of redemption.

•  God’s unending mercy and love.

By linking these ideas to the hymn’s chorus—“Morning has broken, like the first light”—listeners are reminded that

each sunrise is a tangible reminder of divine grace.

Popular Recordings and Performances

Over the years, countless artists have recorded “Morning Has Broken,” each adding their own unique touch. Some

of the most notable versions include:

•  Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam): The 1971 rendition that introduced the hymn to a mainstream audience.

•  The Tenors: A polished, operatic interpretation that showcases powerful vocal harmonies.

•  The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra: A grand orchestral arrangement that highlights the hymn’s majestic 

qualities.

•  Various contemporary worship bands that have incorporated the hymn into modern worship sets.

These recordings demonstrate the hymn’s versatility, proving that it can thrive in both traditional and contemporary

contexts.

How to Incorporate “Morning Has Broken” into Worship Services

Worship leaders can use this hymn in numerous ways to enrich their services. Below are several suggestions:

•  Opening Hymn: Begin the service with the hymn to set a tone of hope and renewal.

•  Mid �Service Reflection: Use it as a pause between sermons, allowing congregants to meditate on the 

message.

•  Incorporate scriptural readings that echo the hymn’s themes—e.g., Psalm 30:5, Isaiah 43:18.

•  Invite soloists or choirs to perform a solo verse, creating an intimate moment of worship.

•  Pair the hymn with visual media—such as sunrise footage—to enhance the sensory experience.

Tips for Effective Delivery

To ensure the hymn resonates with your congregation, keep these points in mind:

•  Use a clear vocal arrangement that accommodates the skill level of your choir.

•  Offer lyrics sheets so everyone can sing along.

•  Encourage personal reflection after the hymn, perhaps through a brief meditation or prayer.

•  Consider instrumental accompaniment that complements the hymn’s tempo and mood.



Common Questions About “Morning Has Broken”

Is the hymn originally Christian?

Yes, the hymn originates from Christian theology, celebrating the concept of spiritual renewal that aligns with many

Christian doctrines.

Can the hymn be sung in other languages?

Absolutely. Many translations exist in Spanish, French, German, and other languages, preserving the original

sentiment while making it accessible to diverse audiences.

Is the hymn copyrighted?
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