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Introduction

For fans of cozy British mysteries, Midsomer Murdershas been a staple of television since its debut in 1998. The

series transports viewers to the idyllic yet deceptively sinister countryside of Gloucestershire, where every

picturesque village hides secrets waiting to be uncovered. Among the countless episodes that have captivated

audiences over the years, “The Great and the Good” stands out as a quintessential example of the show’s blend of

intricate plotting, sharp dialogue, and memorable characters.

In this article we’ll dive deep into the episode’s storyline, explore the talented ensemble that brings the drama to

life, and provide a detailed cast list that highlights both the main detectives and the guest stars who add intrigue to

this particular murder mystery. Whether you’re a long �time viewer or a newcomer eager to discover what makes

“The Great and the Good” so compelling, this guide offers a comprehensive look at every element that makes the

episode unforgettable.

Overview of Midsomer Murders

Before we focus on a single episode, it’s useful to understand the broader context of the series. Midsomer Murders

is adapted from Caroline Graham’s “Chief Inspector Barnaby” novels and follows the investigations of the rural

police force in the fictional county of Midsomer. The show’s hallmark is its ability to pair a seemingly tranquil setting

with dark, often brutal crimes, creating a contrast that keeps audiences hooked.

Over the past two decades, the series has seen a rotating cast of detectives, but the core has remained consistent:

the seasoned and stoic DS Tom Barnaby, played by John Nettles, and his younger, tech �savvy partner, DS John

Lewis, portrayed by John Hopkins until his departure in 2017. Their dynamic—Barnaby’s traditional approach

versus Lewis’s modern techniques—provides a narrative backbone that carries each episode’s mystery forward.

The series is also known for its rotating guest stars, who often portray wealthy aristocrats, eccentric locals, or

unsuspecting suspects. These characters bring depth to the storyline and keep the show from becoming

predictable.

Episode Spotlight: The Great and the Good

“The Great and the Good” is the third episode of season 18, originally broadcast on 11 March 2009. The title, a

playful nod to the phrase “the great and the good,” hints at the episode’s focus on a family that prides itself on its

status and propriety. The plot centers around a seemingly perfect family whose façade crumbles when a murder

rocks their lives, forcing the detectives to peel back layers of deceit.

While the episode follows the classic Midsomer formula—murder, investigation, red herrings, and a surprising twist

—it also offers a fresh take by exploring themes of class disparity, generational conflict, and the hidden cost of

maintaining a polished image.

Thematic Elements and Plot Summary

At its core, “The Great and the Good” examines the tension between public perception and private reality. The



family at the center of the episode, the Greats, are known for their philanthropic work and social standing. Their

reputation is built on the image of generosity and benevolence, yet beneath the surface lies a web of secrets that

threaten to unravel everything.

The murder occurs during a family gathering, a setting that immediately raises suspicion: who would want to

eliminate a family member in front of everyone? The detectives discover that each member of the family holds a

motive, ranging from inheritance disputes to personal grudges. The investigation reveals that the family’s wealth

has been built on questionable business deals, and that several members have been involved in illicit activities.

Throughout the episode, the audience is introduced to a series of subplots: a disgruntled employee who has been

overlooked for promotions, a young heir who resents his parents’ controlling nature, and an outsider who has a

personal vendetta against the family. Each subplot is carefully woven into the main narrative, providing depth and

complexity to the story.

The climax of the episode is a classic Midsomer twist, where the detectives confront the murderer in a dramatic

reveal that ties together all the clues. The resolution not only solves the crime but also exposes the broader social

commentary that the episode aims to deliver.

The Great and the Good Cast List

Below is a detailed cast list for “The Great and the Good.” The list includes the main detectives, the central family

members, and the guest actors who contribute to the episode’s tension and intrigue.

Main Cast

•  John Nettles – DS Tom Barnaby, the seasoned detective whose intuition guides the investigation.

•  John Hopkins – DS John Lewis, Barnaby’s partner who provides a modern perspective and technical support.

•  Anna Friel – Lady Evelyn Great, the matriarch of the Great family, whose public persona masks a complex 

private life.
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