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Mechanics of Materials Beer Johnston 6th Edition Solutions: A Complete 
Guide

When engineering students and practicing professionals tackle the classic text Mechanics of Materialsby Beer,

Johnston, and their colleagues, they quickly realize that mastering the concepts is only half the battle. The real

challenge lies in translating theory into accurate, step �by �step solutions for the hundreds of problems that appear in

the 6th edition. Whether you’re preparing for exams, designing a structural component, or simply brushing up on

fundamentals, having a reliable set of solutions is invaluable.

This article offers a thorough, 2000 �plus �word walkthrough of the most common problem types found in the 6th 

edition, complete with annotated solutions, practical tips, and strategies to help you internalize the material. We’ll 

explore beam deflection, stress analysis, torsion, axial loading, and even composite materials—all while keeping 

the keyword phrase mechanics of materials beer johnston 6th edition solutionswoven naturally into the

narrative.

1. Overview of the 6th Edition Text

The 6th edition of Mechanics of Materials is a staple in engineering curricula worldwide. Its strengths include:

•  Clear Explanations: Each chapter starts with intuitive concepts before moving into equations.

•  Extensive Problem Sets: Every section ends with dozens of practice questions, ranging from basic to 

advanced.

•  Practical Examples: Real �world applications—like bridge design, aerospace structures, and everyday 

mechanical devices—anchor the theory.

Because the book’s problems are so diverse, students often seek mechanics of materials beer johnston 6th 

edition solutionsto verify their work and understand the reasoning behind each answer. The following sections

break down the most frequent problem types and show you how to solve them efficiently.

2. Common Problem Types Covered

Before diving into solutions, it’s helpful to categorize the types of problems you’ll encounter. The 6th edition typically

organizes problems by:

1.  Beam Bending: Simply supported, cantilever, continuous, and composite beams.

2.  Stress and Strain: Normal, shear, and combined loading scenarios.

3.  Torsion: Circular shafts, non �circular cross �sections, and torsional stiffness.

4.  Axial Loading: Tension, compression, and buckling of columns.

5.  Shear and Flexure Interaction: Combined bending and shear in beams.

6.  Advanced Topics: Composite materials, temperature effects, and fatigue.

Understanding these categories helps you anticipate the steps needed to solve any given problem.

3. Step �by �Step Problem Solving Approach

While each problem may vary in complexity, the general workflow remains consistent:

1.  Read the Problem Carefully: Identify knowns and unknowns, sketch the geometry, and note boundary 



conditions.

2.  Choose the Appropriate Theory: Decide whether to use beam theory, torsion formulas, or stress �strain 

relationships.

3.  Set Up Equations: Write equilibrium equations, compatibility conditions, and constitutive relations.

4.  Calculate: Perform algebraic manipulations, unit conversions, and numerical evaluations.

5.  Check Units and Reasonableness: Verify that the answer makes sense physically.

6.  Interpret the Result: Relate the answer back to the engineering context.

Adopting this systematic approach ensures that even the most challenging problems become manageable.

4. Beam Deflection Solutions

Beam deflection problems are ubiquitous in the 6th edition. They test your ability to apply the Euler �Bernoulli beam 

theory and integrate loading distributions. Below is a representative problem and its annotated solution.

Problem Example: A simply supported beam of length 6 /m carries a uniformly distributed load of 4 /kN/m. The beam 

has a rectangular cross �section of width 200 mm and height 400 mm. Determine the maximum deflection and the

bending moment diagram.

Solution Steps:

1.  Compute the Moment of Inertia (I): For a rectangle, I = bh³/12.  

I = (0.20 /m)(0.40 /m)³ / 12 = 0.001067 /m t.

2.  Calculate the Flexural Rigidity (EI):  

EI = E × I = 210 /GPa × 0.001067 /m t = 224.07 /N·m² (assuming steel).

3.  Determine the Maximum Bending Moment:  

M_max = wL²/8 = 4 /kN/m × (6 /m)² / 8 = 18 /kN·m.

4.  Compute the Maximum Deflection:  
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5.  Sketch the Bending Moment Diagram:  

The moment diagram is a parabola peaking at the beam’s center.

Key takeaways: always convert units early, double �check the moment of inertia formula, and remember the 5/384

factor for uniform loads.

5. Stress Analysis Solutions

Stress analysis problems often involve calculating normal stresses in beams, shafts, or plates. The 6th edition 

emphasizes the Hooke’s Law and the Stress �strain relationship. Here’s a typical example.

Problem Example:A cylindrical rod of diameter 30 mm is subjected to a tensile force of 50 kN. Determine the axial

stress and the resulting strain if the material has a Young’s modulus of 200 /GPa.

Solution Steps:

1.  Compute the Cross �Sectional Area (A):  

A = <�K"óB�Ò�À(0.03 /m)² / 4 = 0.0007069 /m².

2.  Calculate Axial Stress (<2“   

<2�Ò�bô��Ò�S�Ã����ôâ�ò��ã���s�c’�öÛ"�Ò�s�ãsr�ôÕ�a.

3.  Determine Strain (;R“   

;R�Ò�Ã/E = 70.77 /MPa / 200 /GPa = 3.54 × 10 { t (dimensionless).

Remember that the stress is uniform across the cross �section for pure axial loading, and that strain is a unitless

ratio.



6. Torsion and Shear Solutions

Torsion problems test your grasp of shear flow and torsional stiffness. The 6th edition typically presents circular

shafts but also includes non �circular cross �sections. Below is a concise solution for a circular shaft.

Problem Example:A steel shaft of radius 50 mm transmits a torque of 200 kN·m. Determine the shear stress and

the angle of twist per meter if the shaft length is 2 /m.

Solution Steps:

1.  Compute the Polar Moment of Inertia (J):  

J = <�"�Bó"�Ò�À(0.05 /m) t / 2 = 4.91 × 10 { v /m t.

2.  Calculate Shear Stress (<B“   

<B�Ò�T r / J = 200,000 /N·m × 0.05 /m / 4.91 × 10 { v /m t = 2.04 /MPa.

3.  Determine Angle of Twist (;‚“   

;‚�Ò�TL / (J G) = 200,000 /N·m × 2 /m / (4.91 × 10 { v /m t × 79.3 /GPa) = 1.02 /rad ("H /58.4°).

Key points: the polar moment of inertia for a circular shaft is <�"�Bó"À and shear flow is constant across the shaft’s

surface.

7. Axial Loading and Material Properties Solutions

Axial loading problems often involve columns and require an understanding of buckling criteria. The 6th edition

includes the Euler buckling formula for long columns and the Rayleigh–Ritz method for short columns. Below is an

example focusing on Euler buckling.

Problem Example:A steel column of length 3 m and effective radius 20 mm is pinned at both ends. What is the

critical load for buckling?

Solution Steps:

1.  Compute the Cross �Sectional Area (A):  

A = <�+"�Ò�À(0.02 /m)² = 1.257 × 10 {³ /m².

2.  Determine the Radius of Gyration (k):  

For a circular cross �section, k = r / "�2 = 0.02 /m / 1.414 = 0.01414 /m.
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