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How to Make Google My Homepage on a MacBook: A Step �by �Step Guide

For many MacBook users, the first thing that pops up when you open a browser is a familiar search bar, a clean

interface, and an instant connection to the web. Setting Google as your default homepage gives you quick access

to search, news, maps, and the entire Google ecosystem right from the moment you launch your browser. Whether

you’re a seasoned Mac user or a newcomer, this guide will walk you through the process for all major browsers on

macOS, troubleshoot common issues, and offer tips to keep your browsing experience smooth and efficient.

Why You Might Want Google as Your Homepage

Choosing Google as your homepage isn’t just about aesthetics; it’s about functionality:

•  Fast Search Access – The search box is always front and center.

•  Integrated Services – Seamlessly switch between Gmail, Google Drive, and YouTube.

•  Personalization – Your personalized news feed, location, and language preferences appear instantly.

•  Consistency Across Devices – If you use Google on other devices, having the same homepage reduces 

friction.

In the following sections, we’ll cover how to set Google as the homepage on Safari, Chrome, Firefox, and Edge –

the four most popular browsers on macOS.

Setting Google as Your Homepage in Safari

Safari, the default browser on macOS, offers a straightforward method to designate a homepage. Because Safari is

tightly integrated with macOS, it also respects system-level settings like “Open all windows from last session.”

Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open Safari – Click the Safari icon in the Dock or launch it from Applications.

2.  Navigate to Google – Type www.google.com in the address bar and press Enter.

3.  Access Preferences – In the menu bar, click Safari !’ Preferences (or use the shortcut Command + ,).

4.  Choose the General Tab – The General tab contains the homepage setting.

5.  Set the Homepage – Click the drop �down next to “Homepage” and select Enter website address. Type https://

www.google.com and hit Enter.

6.  Apply to New Windows and Tabs – Under “New windows open with” and “New tabs open with,” choose 

Homepage to ensure every new window or tab starts at Google.

7.  Close Preferences – Safari will remember your choice automatically.

Now, whenever you open a new window or tab, Google will load immediately.

Additional Tips for Safari Users

•  Use Bookmarks – Drag the Google icon from the address bar to the bookmarks bar for quick access.

•  Enable “Open a specific page or set of pages” – Under Safari !’ Preferences !’ General, you can set multiple 

pages to open on startup.

•  Check for Extensions – Some Safari extensions may override homepage settings. Disable or adjust them if 



you encounter issues.

Setting Google as Your Homepage in Google Chrome

Google Chrome, while developed by Google, doesn’t automatically set Google as the homepage. You can,

however, configure it easily through the settings menu.

Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open Chrome – Click the Chrome icon in the Dock or open it from Applications.

2.  Navigate to Google – Type www.google.com and press Enter.

3.  Open Settings – Click the three �dot menu in the upper �right corner and select Settings.

4.  Find the On �Startup Section – Scroll down to the “On startup” heading.

5.  Choose “Open a specific page or set of pages” – Click the radio button and then click Add a new page.

6.  Add Google – In the dialog, enter https://www.google.com and click Add.

7.  Close Settings – Chrome will now open Google each time you launch the browser.

Alternative: Use the New Tab Page

Chrome’s new tab page can also be customized to show Google search. Go to chrome://settings/appearance and

enable “Show search bar.” This ensures that every new tab offers a Google search field.

Troubleshooting Chrome

•  Extensions Interference – Some extensions may reset the homepage. Disable them one by one to identify the 

culprit.

•  Sync Issues – If you’re signed in, sync settings may override local preferences. Turn off sync for settings if 

necessary.

Setting Google as Your Homepage in Mozilla Firefox

Firefox gives users granular control over the homepage and new tab page. The steps are similar to Chrome but

with a few Firefox �specific nuances.

Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open Firefox – Launch the app from the Dock or Applications.

2.  Navigate to Google – Type www.google.com and hit Enter.

3.  Open Settings – Click the three �horizontal lines (menu button) in the upper �right corner, then choose Settings.

4.  Find the Home Section – In the left sidebar, click Home.

5.  Set the Homepage – Under “Homepage,” click the drop �down and select Custom URLs…. Then type https://

www.google.com.

6.  Apply to New Windows – Under “New windows open with,” choose Homepage.

7.  Apply to New Tabs – Under “New tabs open with,” select Homepage if you want every tab to start at Google.

8.  Close Settings – Firefox will remember the configuration.

Firefox Customization Tips

•  New Tab Search Engine – Under Settings !’ Search, set Google as the default search engine for new tabs.

•  Bookmarks Toolbar – Drag the Google icon to the bookmarks toolbar for instant access.

Setting Google as Your Homepage in Microsoft Edge

Edge, built on Chromium, shares many similarities with Chrome but has its own UI. Here’s how to set Google as

the homepage.



Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open Edge – Launch from the Dock or Applications.

2.  Navigate to Google – Enter www.google.com in the address bar.

3.  Open Settings – Click the three �dot menu and select Settings.

4.  Go to “Start, home, and new tabs” – On the left pane, click Start, home, and new tabs.

5.  Set the Homepage – Under “Homepage,” click Add a new page and type https://www.google.com.

6.  Set New Tabs – In the “New tabs” section, choose Open a specific page or pages and add Google.

7.  Close Settings – Edge will now open Google on launch.

System �Wide Homepage Settings on macOS

macOS itself doesn’t enforce a homepage across all browsers, but you can use the system’s “Default web browser”

setting to ensure that any link you click opens in your preferred browser. While this doesn’t set Google as the

homepage, it guarantees a consistent entry point for browsing.

How to Change the Default Browser on macOS

1.  Open System Settings – Click the Apple menu !’ System Settings.

2.  Navigate to General !’ Default Browser – Find the “Default Browser” option in the left pane.

3.  Select Your Browser – Choose Safari, Chrome, Firefox, or Edge.

After setting your default browser, any link or web content will open in that browser, where your homepage

preferences will apply.

Advanced Tips: Using AppleScript to Automate Homepage Setting

For power users who like automation, AppleScript can quickly set a homepage across browsers. Below is a simple

script that sets Google as the homepage in Safari and Chrome.

AppleScript Example

Safari:

tell application "Safari"

    set homepage of front document to "https://www.google.com"

end tell

Chrome:

tell application "Google Chrome"

    set URL of front window to "https://www.google.com"

end tell

Save the script as an application and run it whenever you need to enforce homepage settings. Note that you may

need to grant accessibility permissions in System Settings !’ Privacy & Security !’ Accessibility.

Common Issues and How to Fix Them

Homepage Resets After Updates

Browser updates sometimes revert custom settings. To prevent this:



•  Always check the homepage setting immediately after an update.

•  Use a browser extension that preserves preferences.

•  Backup your browser profile and restore if needed.

Extensions or Add �Ons Overriding Settings

Some extensions, especially ad �blockers or privacy tools, may alter homepage behavior. If you notice your

homepage changing, disable extensions one by one to identify the culprit.

New Tab Page Not Showing Google Search

In Safari, ensure that the “Show search field” option is enabled under Safari !’ Preferences !’ Search. In Chrome and

Edge, enable the search bar in the new tab page settings.

Alternative Ways to Access Google Quickly

If you prefer not to set a homepage but still want instant Google access, consider the following:

•  Bookmark Bar – Add Google as a bookmark and pin it to the toolbar.

•  Keyboard Shortcuts – Use Command + L to focus the address bar, then type g and press Tab to jump to the 

search box.

•  Custom Search Engine – In Chrome or Firefox, set Google as the default search engine so that typing a 

query in the address bar opens a Google search.

•  Dock Icon – Drag the Google icon from the address bar to the Dock for a quick launch.

Why the Choice of Browser Matters

Each browser has its own
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