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Love Story Lyrics Where Do | Begin Chords: A Complete Guide for
Musicians and Fans

When the romantic film Love Story first graced the silver screen in 1970, its haunting melody captured hearts
worldwide. The song, written by Vince Martin and performed by Paul Williams, has become an enduring standard
in the pop ballad canon. For guitarists, pianists, and vocalists alike, learning to play the chords that accompany the
iconic lyrics “Where do | begin?” offers a rewarding challenge that blends musical theory with emotional storytelling.

In this article we’'ll explore every aspect of the song’s chord structure, analyze its lyrical content, and provide
step by step instructions for playing on guitar and piano. Whether you're a seasoned musician or a beginner eager to
add a classic to your repertoire, this guide will help you master the chords, understand the song’s emotional arc,
and bring the love story to life on any instrument.

Why “Where Do | Begin” Is Still Relevant

The song’s simple yet profound question—“Where do | begin?"—mirrors the uncertainty that accompanies many
romantic journeys. Its chords are rooted in a timeless harmonic language that makes it both approachable and
deeply expressive. Over five decades later, performers continue to cover the track, proving its lasting appeal. By
learning the chords and understanding how they support the lyrics, you'll gain insight into how music can convey
narrative and emotion.

Love Story Lyrics: Themes and Narrative

The lyrics of “Where Do | Begin” capture the narrator’'s introspection as he contemplates the beginnings of a
relationship. The song’s verses paint a picture of longing, while the chorus delivers a heartfelt plea. Below are the
key thematic elements:

¢ Uncertainty: The opening line questions how to start a new love story.

* Hope: Despite the unknown, the narrator expresses optimism about finding a shared path.

« Commitment: The repeated refrain underscores a desire to commit to a future together.

¢ Reflection: The bridge invites listeners to reflect on past experiences that shape their current feelings.

These lyrical themes are mirrored in the chord progression, which moves from reflective minor chords to uplifting
major chords, mirroring the emotional journey from doubt to confidence.

Understanding the Chords: Key, Progression, and Harmony

The original recording of “Where Do | Begin” is in the key of D major, a key that balances brightness with warmth.
Below is a quick harmonic overview:

1. D Major (I) — The tonic establishes the home base.

2. A Major (V) — The dominant creates tension that resolves back to D.
3. Bm (vi) — The relative minor adds a melancholic flavor.

4. G Major (IV) — The subdominant offers a soothing contrast.



5. F#m (iii) — Adds depth and a subtle shift toward introspection.

These chords are used in a cyclic pattern that keeps the listener engaged while allowing the lyrics to breathe. The
progression’s simplicity is part of its enduring appeal; it's easy to remember yet powerful enough to carry the
emotional weight of the song.

Chord Breakdown by Section

Verse 1
The verse follows a gentle, almost conversational rhythm. Here’s the chord sequence:
e Dm—-Am—-Dm—-Am

e G-D-G-D
e Bm—-F#m-G-D

Notice the use of the relative minor (Bm) to introduce a subtle tension before resolving back to the major chords.
This mirrors the lyrical theme of uncertainty.

Chorus

The chorus lifts the emotional intensity with a brighter harmonic palette:

*G-D-G-D
«G-D-G-D
*G-D-G-D

Each line ends on the tonic (D), reinforcing the sense of resolution and hope.
Bridge
The bridge offers a reflective pause, using a slightly different progression to deepen the narrative:

e Bm—-F#m-G-D
e Bm—-F#m-G-D
e Bm—-F#m-G-D

Here, the minor chords take center stage, allowing the listener to contemplate the past before moving forward.

Outro

The outro echoes the verse and chorus, but with a slower tempo to let the final line linger in the listener’s mind:

e Dm—-Am-Dm-Am
e G-D-G-D
e Bm—-F#m-G-D

Repeating the verse pattern here creates a sense of closure.

How to Play the Song on Guitar

Basic Chord Shapes
Below are the standard open position shapes for the chords used in the song. If you prefer barre chords, you can
transpose them to the 2nd or 3rd fret for a richer tone.

e D Major: xx0232
e A Major: x02220



G Major: 320003

Bm: x24432 (barre) or 799877 (barre at 7th fret)
F#m: 244222 (barre) or 244322 (barre at 4th fret)
¢ E Minor: 022000

Strumming Pattern

For an authentic ballad feel, use a soft down stroke followed by a muted strum on the off beats. A simple pattern
could be:

¢ Down, Down Mute, Down, Down Mute

Feel free to add a gentle arpeggio during the bridge for extra emotional depth.

Putting It All Together

1. Start with the verse progression: Dm — Am — Dm — Am.
2. Move into the chorus with G — D repeated three times.
3. Transition to the bridge using Bm — F#m — G — D.

4. Return to the chorus, then finish with the outro.

Practice each section slowly, then gradually increase the tempo as you become comfortable.

How to Play the Song on Piano

Left Hand Bass Patterns

The left hand should provide a steady harmonic foundation. Use block chords for the verses and a more melodic
approach for the bridge. Here’s a basic pattern for the verse:

e Dm: D - A - D (octave)
e AM:A-E-A
* G:G-D-G
e D:D-A-D
Right Hand Melody

The right hand should carry the vocal melody. Record the original track and listen for the melodic line. Practice it
slowly, then add dynamics as you gain confidence. A simple approach is to play the melody in the middle register,
then add a counter melody or harmony in the upper register during the bridge.

Chord Voicings

Use inversions to create smooth voice leading. For example, when moving from D to G, use D in root position and
then G in first inversion (B in the bass). This technique reduces large jumps and keeps the hand movement efficient.

Tips for Singing the Love Story Lyrics

e Vocal Warm Ups: Before performing, do lip trills, sirens, and scales to loosen your vocal cords.

e Emotion First: Focus on the narrative. Visualize the story you're telling to convey authenticity.

* Dynamic Variation: Use softer dynamics in verses and fuller, stronger tones in choruses.

e Breath Control: The line “Where do | begin?” is a perfect place to take a breath—use it to build anticipation.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Ignoring Rhythm: The song’s emotional impact relies on its rhythmic pacing. Practice with a metronome to



keep a steady tempo.

2. Over Complicating Chords: Stick to the basic chord shapes first. Once you're comfortable, experiment with
inversions or added 7ths.

3. Skipping Transitions: Pay attention to how chords flow. Use smooth voice leading to avoid jarring jumps.

4. Not Listening to the Original: The original track provides a reference for phrasing, dynamics, and timing.
Listen repeatedly to internalize its subtleties.

Advanced Arrangements

If you're comfortable with the basics, consider adding these advanced elements:

« Jazz Voicings: Replace simple triads with 7th or 9th chords to add color.

e Use a Capo on the 2nd fret if you prefer a higher key.

 Incorporate a string pad or soft piano in the background for a richer texture.
« Experiment with tempo rubato in the bridge to create a more intimate feel.

Practice Routine

Consistency is key. Here’s a structured routine you can follow:

Day 1-3: Learn each chord shape and strum pattern on guitar.
Day 4-6: Practice the verse progression, focusing on timing.
Day 7-9: Add the chorus, ensuring smooth transitions.

Day 10-12: Work on the bridge and vocal delivery.
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