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Let It Go on the Ukulele: A Complete Guide to Frozen’s Anthem by Idina
Menzel

When Disney’s Frozenfirst hit theaters, its soundtrack became an instant cultural phenomenon. At the heart of that
success is the soaring, empowering ballad “Let It Go,” performed by the legendary Idina Menzel. While the original
version is a powerhouse pop rock arrangement, many musicians have embraced the song’s melodic charm on the
ukulele. Whether you're a beginner looking to add a new tune to your repertoire or an experienced player seeking
fresh chord progressions, this guide will walk you through every detail of playing “Let /It /Go” on the ukulele.

Why “Let /It /Go” Is Perfect for Ukulele

The ukulele’s bright, resonant tone lends itself beautifully to the uplifting mood of “Let It Go.” The song’s harmonic
structure is relatively straightforward, making it an ideal choice for players at all levels. Moreover, the ukulele’s
portability and easy learning curve allow you to practice the anthem anywhere—from a park bench to a cozy living
room. By mastering this version, you'll not only impress friends at karaoke but also deepen your understanding of
chord voicings and rhythmic patterns.

Key Musical Elements That Translate Well

e Simple Chord Progression: The song uses only a handful of chords (C, G, Am, F, and occasionally Dm),
which can be comfortably played on the ukulele’s four strings.

¢ Clear Melodic Line: The vocal melody can be adapted to the ukulele’s open strings, providing a natural way to
sing along while strumming.

e Dynamic Build Up: The arrangement’s crescendo—from quiet verses to a soaring chorus—offers a great
opportunity to practice dynamic strumming and volume control.

Getting Started: Essentials You’'ll Need

Before you dive into the chords, make sure you have the right equipment and setup. A few simple adjustments can
make a world of difference in your playing experience.

1. Choose the Right Ukulele: A soprano or concert ukulele is ideal for beginners because of its smaller size and
easier string tension. If you prefer a fuller sound, a tenor or baritone might be a better fit.

2. Tune Your Instrument: The standard tuning for a ukulele is G—-C—E—-A (from the top, lowest string to the
bottom). Use a tuner app or a clip on tuner to ensure each string is in tune before you start.

3. Learn Basic Strumming Patterns: A simple down stroke and up stroke pattern will suffice for most of the song.
Practice maintaining a steady rhythm with a metronome set at 90 100 beats per minute.

4. Get a Capo (Optional): If you want to match Idina Menzel's vocal range more closely, placing a capo on the
2nd fret can shift the chords up a whole step.

The Chords You'll Need

Below is a concise chord chart that you can reference while you play. Each chord is written in the most common
ukulele voicing, making it easy to switch between them during the song.



C Major (C): 0003

G Major (G): 0232

A Minor (Am): 2000

F Major (F): 2010

D Minor (Dm): 2210

e F Major 7 (F7): 2012 (optional for a jazzy touch)

When playing with a capo on the 2nd fret, simply move these shapes up two frets. The chord names will remain the
same, but the sound will shift higher.

Chord Progression Overview

Here’s a quick rundown of how the chords line up with the song’s sections:

e Intro:C-G-Am-F

e Verse 1: C— G — Am — F (repeat)

e Pre Chorus:F-G-Am-G

e Chorus: C - G — Am — F (repeat, then C - G — Am - G)

¢ Bridge: Dm — G — C — Am (repeat)

¢ Final Chorus: Same as earlier chorus, with an added “Let /It /Go” repetition

Strumming Patterns to Capture the Song’s Essence

“Let /It /Go” thrives on dynamic strumming. Below are a few patterns that work well for different parts of the song. Feel
free to mix and match based on the mood you want to convey.

1. Basic Down Up Pattern: Down, Down, Up, Up, Down, Up (counts 1-2—-3-4, 1-2—3-4). This pattern keeps the
rhythm steady and is great for verses.

2. Syncopated Strum for the Chorus: Down, Up, Down, Up, Down, Up, Down (adds a subtle syncopation that
adds excitement during the chorus).

3. Palm Muted Accent: Lightly touch the strings with your palm while strumming to create a percussive effect,
especially in the bridge where the intensity builds.

Putting It All Together

Start with a slow tempo, focusing on chord transitions and clean strums. Once you're comfortable, increase the
speed to match the original track’s tempo (around 120 BPM). Use a metronome or a backing track to keep time.
The key is to maintain a steady rhythm while allowing the emotional crescendo of the song to shine through.

Step by Step Breakdown of the Song

Below is a detailed walkthrough that matches the structure of the original “Let It Go” by Idina Menzel. Each section
includes chord changes and suggested strumming patterns.

Intro (8 Bars)

Play the progression C — G — Am — Ftwice. Use the basic down up pattern. Keep the volume moderate, setting the
stage for the lyrical build up.

Verse 1 (16 Bars)

Repeat the same chord progression as the intro. Focus on clean chord transitions. Sing the first verse while
strumming. Keep the strumming gentle, almost like a fingerpicking pattern, to reflect the introspective mood.



Pre Chorus (8 Bars)

Switchto F — G — Am — G. Increase the strumming intensity slightly. This section acts as a bridge to the chorus, so
you can start building energy.

Chorus (12 Bars)

Play C — G — Am — F twice, then finish with C — G — Am — G. Use the syncopated strum pattern. The chorus is
where the song’s emotional climax occurs—so let the strumming get louder and more emphatic.

Bridge (12 Bars)
Use Dm — G — C — Amfor the bridge. Here, palm muted accents add a percussive feel. Keep the strumming
moderate but maintain the emotional intensity.

Final Chorus (12 Bars)

Return to the chorus progression. Add an extra “Let It Go” repetition at the end for dramatic effect. Finish with a
gentle strum to let the song fade out.

Tips for Mastering the Song

While the chords and patterns are straightforward, achieving a polished performance requires attention to detail.
Here are some practical tips to help you nail the song.

¢ Practice with a Metronome: Start slow (80 BPM) and gradually increase until you reach 120 BPM. This
ensures timing accuracy.

e Focus on Dynamics: Use a soft touch during verses and a powerful strum for choruses. The contrast will bring
the song to life.

» Sing While Playing: This will improve your coordination and help you stay in rhythm. Start by humming the
melody and gradually add lyrics.

¢ Record Yourself: Listening back will highlight areas that need improvement, such as chord transitions or strum
timing.

* Experiment with Capo Placement: If you find the key too low, try a capo on the 3rd or 4th fret to raise the
pitch. This can also help match Idina Menzel's vocal range.

e Use a Loop Pedal: Loop a section of the song while you practice the next part. This technique is great for
building muscle memory.

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

Even seasoned players can fall into a few pitfalls when learning “Let It Go.” Recognizing and correcting these errors
early can save you frustration.

¢ Chords Not in Tune: Double check your tuner after every chord change. A slightly off key chord can ruin the
overall harmony.

e Skipping Strum Patterns: Consistency is key. Even if a part feels repetitive, stick to the chosen pattern to
maintain the song’s flow.

e Over Strumming: Too many strums can clutter the sound. Use palm muted accents to keep the rhythm tight.

< Not Listening to the Original: Familiarize yourself with Idina Menzel's vocal phrasing. It will help you match the
emotional timing of the song.

 Ignoring Dynamics: The song’s emotional power lies in its dynamic contrast. Practice soft and loud sections to
replicate the original feel.



Alternative Versions and Arrangements

“Let It Go” has been covered by countless artists, each bringing their unique flavor. Here are a few variations you
might enjoy experimenting with on the ukulele.

1. Acoustic Fingerstyle: Instead of strumming, use a fingerpicking pattern that follows the vocal melody. This
creates a more intimate rendition.

2. Jazz Influenced Version: Add chords like G7 or Am7 to give the song a smoother, jazzier feel. The F7 chord
can be used in the pre chorus for added color.

3. Up Tempo Cover: Increase the tempo to 140 BPM and use a more aggressive strumming pattern. This turns
the ballad into a high energy anthem.

4. Instrumental Solo: Remove the vocal track entirely and let the ukulele carry the melody. This is perfect for
instrumental showcases or medleys.

Resources to Enhance Your Learning
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e sims 3 trophy quide and roadmap
URL: http://arnpagency.com/sims-3-trophy-guide-and-roadmap.pdf

e the elf on the shelf story online
URL: http://arnpagency.com/the-elf-on-the-shelf-story-online.pdf

* _biological classification poqil
URL: http://arnpagency.com/biological-classification-pogil.pdf

¢ kubota 3 cylinder diesel engine manual

URL: http://arnpagency.com/kubota-3-cylinder-diesel-engine-manual.pdf
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