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Unlocking the Secrets of Larson Precalculus with Limits Chapter 10 Answers

For many students, the journey through precalculus can feel like navigating a maze of abstract concepts and

challenging problems. The Larson Precalculus with Limits textbook, widely used in high �school and introductory

college courses, offers a clear and engaging approach to these mathematical adventures. Chapter 10, in particular,

stands out as a pivotal point where trigonometric theory meets real �world applications. Whether you’re preparing for

an exam, looking to deepen your understanding, or simply curious about how trigonometry solves everyday

problems, this guide will walk you through the essential concepts, provide detailed solutions to common exercises,

and share practical study strategies.

In this article, we’ll explore:

•  The main topics covered in Chapter 10.

•  Key trigonometric formulas and how to apply them.

•  Step �by �step solutions to representative problems.

•  Tips for mastering the material and avoiding common pitfalls.

•  Frequently asked questions and concise answers.

By the end, you’ll have a solid grasp of the chapter’s core ideas and the confidence to tackle any question that

comes your way.

What Chapter 10 Covers: A Quick Overview

Chapter 10 in Larson Precalculus with Limits is dedicated to the practical applications of trigonometry. The chapter

is divided into several interconnected sections:

•  Law of Sines – A powerful tool for solving non �right triangles when two angles and one side, or two sides and 

one angle, are known.

•  Law of Cosines – Extends the Pythagorean theorem to any triangle, useful when two sides and the included 

angle are known.

•  Area of Triangles – Techniques for finding the area using base and height, as well as Heron’s formula for 

triangles with all sides known.

•  Trigonometric Applications – Real �world scenarios such as navigation, surveying, architecture, and physics 

where trigonometric concepts are applied.

Each section builds on the previous ones, creating a coherent framework that equips students to solve a wide array

of problems. The chapter’s exercises range from straightforward calculations to multi �step problems that require

careful reasoning.

Law of Sines: The Cornerstone of Triangle Solving

The Law of Sines is expressed as:

sin(A)/a = sin(B)/b = sin(C)/c

where A, B, and C are the angles of a triangle, and a, b, and care the lengths of the sides opposite those angles.



This law is especially handy when you have:

•  Two angles and one side (AAS or ASA).

•  Two sides and one non �included angle (SSA).

When applying the Law of Sines, always remember:

1.  Check for ambiguous cases (SSA) where two different triangles might satisfy the given conditions.

2.  Use a calculator capable of trigonometric functions, and make sure it’s set to the correct mode (degrees or 

radians) matching the problem’s instructions.

3.  Verify the solution by substituting back into the equation to ensure consistency.

Example Problem 1: Solving a Triangle with SSA

Problem: In triangle ABC, side c = 10, angle A = 30°, and angle B = 45°. Find the length of side a and the 

remaining angle C.

Solution:

1.  Use the Law of Sines to find side a:

sin(30°)/10 = sin(45°)/b = sin(C)/a

We need side a, so:

sin(30°)/10 = sin(C)/a

But we don’t yet know C. First, compute C using the fact that the sum of angles in a triangle is 180°:

C = 180° – A – B = 180° – 30° – 45° = 105°.

sin(30°)/10 = sin(105°)/a

sin(30°) = 0.5, sin(105°) "H 0.9659.

Thus, 0.5/10 = 0.9659/a.

Cross �multiply:

a = 10 × 0.9659 / 0.5 "H 19.318.

So side a "H 19.32 units.

All other sides can be found similarly if needed.

Key Takeaway

When dealing with SSA, always compute the missing angle first. This eliminates ambiguity and ensures the Law of

Sines can be applied correctly.

Law of Cosines: Extending the Pythagorean Theorem

The Law of Cosines is given by:

c² = a² + b² – 2ab·cos(C)

It reduces to the Pythagorean theorem when angle C = 90°, because cos(90°) = 0.

Use the Law of Cosines when you know:



•  All three sides (SSS) and want to find an angle.

•  Two sides and the included angle (SAS) and want to find the third side.

Example Problem 2: Finding a Side with SAS

Problem: In triangle XYZ, side XY = 7, side YZ = 9, and angle Y = 60°. Find side XZ.

Solution:

1.  Identify the known sides and the included angle. Here, XY and YZ are the sides adjacent to angle Y.

2.  Apply the Law of Cosines:

XZ² = XY² + YZ² – 2·XY·YZ·cos(Y)

XZ² = 7² + 9² – 2·7·9·cos(60°)

cos(60°) = 0.5.

XZ² = 49 + 81 – 2·7·9·0.5 = 130 – 63 = 67.

Thus, XZ = "�67 "H 8.19.

Area of Triangles: From Base–Height to Heron’s Formula

There are several ways to compute the area of a triangle. The most common methods in Chapter 10 include:

•  Base and Height Method – Area = ½ × base × height.

•  Using Trigonometry – Area = ½ × a × b × sin(C), where a and b are two sides and C is the included angle.

•  Heron’s Formula – For triangles where all three sides are known.

Example Problem 3: Applying Heron’s Formula

Problem: Triangle ABC has sides a = 5, b = 6, and c = 7. Find its area.

Solution:

1.  Compute the semi �perimeter s:

s = (a + b + c)/2 = (5 + 6 + 7)/2 = 9.

1.  Apply Heron’s formula:

Area = "�[s(s – a)(s – b)(s – c)] = "�[9(9 – 5)(9 – 6)(9 – 7)] = "�[9 × 4 × 3 × 2] = "�[216] "H 14.70.

So the area is approximately 14.70 square units.

Real �World Applications: Why Trigonometry Matters

Trigonometric concepts are not confined to classroom problems; they play a critical role in engineering,

architecture, physics, navigation, and everyday life. Here are a few illustrative scenarios:
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