GENERAL

korean grammar in use beginning to early intermediate by
ahn jean myung lee kyun

Published: September 3, 2026 | Index ID: #-

Introduction

Learning a new language can feel like navigating a maze—there are countless rules, exceptions, and cultural
nuances that can overwhelm even the most determined student. For Korean learners, the journey from beginner to
early intermediate often hinges on finding a resource that balances clear explanations, practical examples, and
engaging practice. “Korean Grammar in Use: Beginning to Early Intermediate” by Ahn Jean Myung Lee Kyun
has become a staple for many in this transitional phase, offering a structured path through the intricacies of Korean
syntax and morphology. In this article, we’ll explore why this textbook stands out, how it's organized, and how you
can maximize its benefits to boost your Korean fluency.

About the Author and Publisher

Ahn Jean Myung Lee Kyun: A Pedagogical Visionary

Ahn Jean Myung Lee Kyun is a respected Korean language educator with decades of experience teaching both
native speakers and international learners. Her approach blends linguistic precision with cultural context, ensuring
that students not only grasp grammar rules but also understand how they manifest in everyday conversation. Lee
Kyun’s teaching philosophy centers on active engagement—students learn by doing, practicing, and receiving
feedback, which aligns perfectly with the “Grammar in Use” framework.

Publisher Insight: The Korean Language Institute

The Korean Language Institute (KLI) is renowned for producing high quality language learning materials. Their
“Grammar in Use” series is designed to complement each other, creating a seamless learning journey from
absolute beginner to advanced proficiency. By maintaining consistent pedagogical standards across the series, KLI
ensures that learners can transition smoothly from one level to the next without feeling lost.

Target Audience: Who Should Read This Book?

¢ Absolute Beginners who have just started with Hangul and need foundational grammar.

 Early Intermediate Learners looking to solidify their understanding of complex sentence structures and
honorifics.

e Students preparing for TOPIK | (Test of Proficiency in Korean) or TOPIK Il who require a systematic review of
grammar points.

¢ Language teachers seeking a structured curriculum for their classes.

Book Structure and Chapter Overview

The textbook is divided into 20 chapters, each tackling a specific grammatical concept. Every chapter follows a
consistent layout: a clear explanation, illustrative examples, a short exercise, and a “practice” section that
encourages deeper application. This predictable structure helps students develop a study rhythm and reduces
cognitive load.



Sample Chapter Breakdown

1. Introduction to Hangul and Basic Sentence Structure — Sets the foundation for understanding subject—object—
verb order.

2. Particles and Their Functions — Explores topic (C@/?"), subject (Ct/-), object (CD/Y|), and other essential particles.

3. Present Tense Verb Conjugation — Covers both regular and irregular verb stems.

4. Question Forms and Interrogatives — Teaches how to form yes/no questions and question words.

5. Polite vs. Formal Speech Levels — Introduces honorifics and appropriate usage contexts.

6. ... and so forth up to Chapter 20, which deals with complex clauses, passive voice, and advanced verb
endings.

Key Grammar Points Covered

Below is a snapshot of the most important grammatical structures addressed in the book, grouped by difficulty level.

Basic Structures
e Subject—-Object—Verb (SOV) order
 Topic particle C@/?” versus subject particle Ct/-
¢ Simple present and past tense conjugations
» Basic question formation (AD/A"/Ai?)

Intermediate Structures
+ Honorific verb endings (AUz24, -AD/A"/AIE”)
« Negative verb forms and negative particles (AH, °»)
e Conditional clauses (°t, -|°t)
« Comparative and superlative expressions (Y4624, = C¥)
« Passive voice construction (Ct2&, -1B/AE/AEA" £”)
Advanced Structures (Early Intermediate)

« Indirect speech and reported statements

« Complex subordinate clauses (C<°tA , -C¢)

» Adjective and adverbial houn phrases

« Polite versus formal register distinctions in spoken and written contexts

Learning Strategies to Maximize the Book’s Effectiveness

While the textbook itself is comprehensive, pairing it with targeted study habits can accelerate progress.

1. Active Recall and Spaced Repetition

After each chapter, write down the key points from memory. Use flashcards (physical or digital) to test yourself on
particles, verb endings, and common phrases. Reviewing these cards at increasing intervals solidifies long term
retention.

2. Practice with Real World Materials

Supplement textbook exercises by reading Korean news articles, watching dramas, or listening to podcasts.
Highlight sentences that mirror the grammar structures you're learning, then dissect them using the book’s
guidelines.

3. Peer Discussion and Language Exchange

Form study groups or find a language partner. Explaining a grammar rule to someone else forces you to clarify your



own understanding. Conversely, listening to a native’s explanation can reveal nuances you might miss when
studying alone.

4. Writing Journals and Self Assessment

Maintain a daily journal in Korean. Use the book’s example sentences as templates, then gradually replace them
with original content. At the end of each week, review your entries and identify recurring errors or patterns needing
attention.

Integrating the Book with Other Resources

While “Korean Grammar in Use: Beginning to Early Intermediate” provides a solid foundation, diversifying your
materials can offer broader exposure.

Online Platforms

¢ TalkToMelnKorean — Offers free lessons that align with the textbook’s chapters.

¢ Duolingo — Useful for quick vocabulary drills and basic sentence construction.

e KoreanClass101 — Provides audio lessons that reinforce listening skills.
Apps for Vocabulary Expansion

* Memrise — Uses spaced repetition for Korean words.

¢ Anki — Customizable decks for grammar points and idiomatic expressions.

» HelloTalk — Enables conversation with native speakers, applying the grammar you've learned.
Supplementary Books

 “Integrated Korean” — Offers deeper dives into advanced grammar and cultural context.
« “Korean for Everyone” — A lighter, more conversational companion.

Student Experiences and Success Stories

Real world testimonials often illustrate how a textbook performs beyond its pages. Below are anonymized excerpts
from learners who used the book to achieve their Korean goals.

Case Study 1: From Zero to TOPIK |

Jae min, a 25 year old marketing professional, began with no Korean knowledge. Using the book’s structured
chapters, he spent 30 minutes daily, gradually building confidence. Within eight months, he passed TOPIK | with a
score of 68/100, citing the book’s clear explanations as a key factor.

Case Study 2: Language Teacher’s Curriculum Development

Professor Hye jin incorporated the textbook into her university Korean program. By aligning lesson plans with the
book’s chapters, she provided students with a coherent learning path. Mid semester assessments showed a 15%
improvement in grammar accuracy compared to previous cohorts.

Case Study 3: Self Study Success

Mark, a 32 year old software engineer in Seoul, used the book for self study while working full time. He combined the
textbook with Korean dramas and a language exchange partner. After 12 months, he could hold a 20 minute
conversation on everyday topics and felt comfortable writing emails in Korean.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them



Even with a robust textbook, learners may face hurdles. Identifying these challenges early can help maintain
motivation and progress.

1. Overwhelm from Vocabulary Load

Solution: Focus on high frequency words first. Use the book’s example sentences as a starting point, then gradually
expand your lexicon through spaced repetition tools.

2. Difficulty with Honorifics

Solution: Practice by labeling everyday objects or actions with the appropriate honorific forms. Pair this with
listening exercises that highlight polite versus informal speech.

3. Inconsistent Practice

Solution: Set a fixed study schedule (e.g., 20 minutes every morning). Treat the textbook like a class assignment—
complete the exercises before moving on to the next chapter.

Conclusion

“Korean Grammar in Use: Beginning to Early Intermediate” by Ahn Jean Myung Lee Kyun offers a meticulously

organized, pedagogically sound approach to mastering Korean grammar. Its blend of clear explanations, contextual

examples, and practical exercises makes it an invaluable resource for learners at the transition from beginner to

early intermediate. By pairing the textbook with active learning strategies, supplementary materials, and real world
practice, students can accelerate their journey toward fluency. Whether you're preparing for TOPIK, aiming to

communicate with Korean friends, or simply fascinated by the language, this book provides a solid stepping stone

on your Korean learning path.
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