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Understanding the Kinetico Water Softener Manual Model 60

When it comes to protecting your home from the harsh effects of hard water, the Kinetico Water Softener Manual

Model 60 stands out as a reliable, salt-free solution. Whether you’re a homeowner looking to extend the lifespan of

appliances, a contractor advising clients, or simply a curious reader, this article dives deep into every aspect of the

Kinetico Manual Model 60. We’ll explore its design, installation, operation, maintenance, and real �world benefits—

providing you with the knowledge you need to decide if it’s the right fit for your household.

Why Hard Water Is a Problem

Hard water contains high concentrations of calcium and magnesium ions. Over time, these minerals can

accumulate as scale inside pipes, water heaters, and appliances, reducing efficiency and causing costly repairs.

Softening water not only improves the quality of drinking water but also:

•  Prevents soap scum and improves lather.

•  Reduces the need for detergents.

•  Extends the life of dishwashers, washing machines, and water heaters.

•  Improves the taste and clarity of tap water.

For households that rely heavily on water for cooking, cleaning, and bathing, a water softener is an investment in

longevity and convenience.

What Is the Kinetico Manual Model 60?

The Kinetico Manual Model 60 is a salt �free, ion exchange water softener designed for residential use. Unlike 

traditional salt �based systems, it employs a copper-zinc ion exchange resinthat selectively removes calcium and

magnesium ions from the water stream. The result is soft water that is gentle on skin, clothes, and appliances.

Key features include:

•  Compact 60 �gal capacity—ideal for homes with moderate to high water usage.

•  Manual control panel for precise settings.

•  Durable, corrosion �resistant construction.

•  Low maintenance—no salt or brine required.

•  Energy �efficient operation—no electricity needed for the softening process.

Because it eliminates the need for salt, the system is especially appealing to those who want an eco �friendly,

low �maintenance solution.

Design & Build Quality

Resin Technology

The core of the Kinetico Manual Model 60 is its copper �zinc ion exchange resin beads. These beads act like a

sponge, absorbing hardness ions while releasing sodium ions back into the water. The resin is engineered to

withstand high water pressures and resist fouling, ensuring consistent performance over many years.

Housing & Materials



The unit’s housing is constructed from high �density polyethylene (HDPE)reinforced with a stainless steel frame.

This combination offers:

•  Corrosion resistance in varying water chemistries.

•  Durability against temperature fluctuations.

•  Low weight for easier installation.

Additionally, the unit’s interior is coated with a non �stick layer to prevent mineral buildup, further reducing

maintenance.

Manual Control Panel

Unlike many modern softeners that rely on digital controls, the Kinetico Manual Model 60 features a straightforward 

mechanical dial and indicator lights. This simplicity offers several advantages:

1.  Reliability: Fewer electronic components mean fewer potential points of failure.

2.  Ease of use: Users can adjust settings without needing a remote or smartphone.

3.  Cost �effective: No need for a pricey digital interface.

The manual control panel allows you to set the regeneration cycle, monitor water hardness, and trigger manual

regenerations when needed.

Installation Guide

Pre �Installation Checklist

Before you begin, gather the following tools and materials:

•  Adjustable wrench

•  Pipe cutter

•  Pipe insulation

•  Backflow preventer (if required by local code)

•  Shut �off valves

•  Water softener kit (includes fittings, hoses, and the Kinetico Manual Model 60)

•  Level and measuring tape

Check local plumbing codes to ensure compliance, especially regarding backflow prevention.

Step �by �Step Installation

1.  Choose the Location: Position the unit near the main water supply line, ensuring ample space for 

maintenance and airflow. A wall �mounted or floor �mounted setup is acceptable, but avoid placing it in damp or 

temperature �extreme areas.

2.  Shut Off Water: Turn off the main supply and drain any residual water from the lines.

3.  Install the Backflow Preventer: If required, install a backflow device before connecting the softener to protect 

your potable water supply.

4.  Connect the Intake Line: Attach a 1 �inch (or as specified) pipe from the main supply to the intake port of the 

Kinetico unit. Use a compression fitting and seal with pipe joint compound.

5.  Connect the Outlet Line: Run a pipe from the outlet port to the main distribution panel. Again, use a 

compression fitting and seal properly.

6.  Secure the Unit: Mount the softener to a wall or secure it to the floor using brackets. Ensure it is level to avoid 

uneven flow.

7.  Attach the Regeneration Valve: Connect the regeneration line to the unit’s dedicated port. This line will 

supply fresh water during the regeneration cycle.



8.  Insulate Pipes: Wrap all exposed piping in foam insulation to prevent heat loss and condensation.

9.  Prime the System: Turn the main supply back on and allow water to flow through the unit until the pressure 

stabilizes.

10.  Test for Leaks: Inspect all connections for leaks. Tighten any fittings as needed.

11.  Configure the Settings: Use the manual dial to set the desired regeneration frequency and hardness level.

After installation, run a test cycle to confirm proper operation. The unit should signal the start and completion of

regeneration via indicator lights.

Operating the Kinetico Manual Model 60

Regeneration Cycle

The regeneration cycle is the heart of the softening process. Here’s how it works:

1.  Water Shutoff: The system temporarily stops the flow of potable water.

2.  Backwash: The unit flushes out any trapped debris and minerals.

3.  Resin Regeneration: Fresh water passes through the resin beads, exchanging sodium ions for calcium and 

magnesium.

4.  Rinse: The system rinses the resin bed to remove excess sodium.

5.  Restart: Normal water flow resumes.

Because the Kinetico Manual Model 60 uses a salt �free resin, the regeneration cycle does not require a brine

solution. This simplifies the process and eliminates the need for salt storage.

Adjusting Settings

The manual dial allows you to fine �tune the softener based on your household’s water usage and hardness level.

Common adjustments include:

•  Cycle Frequency: Set how often the unit regenerates—daily, every few days, or weekly.

•  Water Hardness Threshold: Specify the hardness level (in grains per gallon) at which the unit should trigger 

regeneration.

•  Manual Regeneration: Activate a regeneration cycle manually if you suspect a sudden spike in hardness.

Consult the user manual for recommended settings based on your local water hardness readings.

Maintenance & Troubleshooting

Regular Maintenance Tasks

Even though the Kinetico Manual Model 60 is low �maintenance, a few routine tasks will keep it running smoothly:

1.  Check Resin Condition: Every 2–3 years, inspect the resin beads for fouling. If you notice a decline in 

performance, consider a resin replacement.

2.  Inspect Fittings: Tighten any loose connections and replace worn gaskets.

3.  Verify Pressure: Monitor inlet and outlet pressures to ensure they stay within recommended ranges.

4.  Clean the Unit: Wipe down the exterior and remove any dust or debris from the control panel.

5.  Record Performance: Keep a log of regeneration cycles and any anomalies to spot trends early.

Common Issues & Fixes

•  Reduced Softening Efficiency: Check for clogged resin or low water pressure. Replace resin if necessary.

•  Leaking Connections: Tighten fittings and replace any damaged seals.

•  Indicator Lights Not Functioning: Verify the manual dial is set correctly and inspect the wiring if applicable.



•  Unusual Noise: Inspect the unit for loose components or debris in the water line.

When in doubt, consult the Kinetico support portal or contact a licensed plumber familiar with salt �free systems.

Benefits of the Kinetico Manual Model 60

Eco �Friendly Operation

Because the system doesn’t rely on salt or brine, it eliminates:

•  Salt waste and disposal concerns.

•  High water consumption for regeneration.

•  Environmental impact from salt runoff.

Choosing a salt �free system aligns with sustainable living practices.

Low Operational Costs

With no need for salt, the only recurring costs are occasional resin replacements and basic maintenance. This

results in:

•  Lower monthly bills.

•  Reduced labor costs for servicing.

•  Longer lifespan of plumbing and appliances.

Consistent Water Quality

Users consistently report softer water, leading to:

•  Improved soap lather and reduced suds.

•  Less buildup on showerheads and faucets.

•  Cleaner dishes and laundry.

Durability & Reliability

Built with high �grade materials and a proven resin technology, the Kinetico Manual Model 60 is designed to operate

for 20+ years with minimal intervention.

Comparing Salt �Free vs. Salt �Based Systems

While both systems aim to soften water, their mechanisms differ significantly. Here’s a quick comparison:



Feature Salt �Free (Kinetico) Salt �Based (Traditional)

Maintenance Low (no salt, no brine) High (salt refills, brine tanks)

Environmental Impact Minimal (no salt runoff) Moderate (salt runoff, brine disposal)

Installation Complexity Simple (manual controls) Complex (requires digital interface)

Operating Cost Low (no salt) Higher (salt purchase & storage)

Water Quality Consistency Consistent (no brine dilution) Variable (depends on brine 
concentration)

For many homeowners, the salt �free model offers a compelling blend of performance, convenience, and

sustainability.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. How often does the Kinetico Manual Model 60 need to be serviced?

Routine maintenance is minimal. Check resin condition every 2–3 years and inspect fittings annually.

2. Can I install the unit myself?

Yes, if you have basic plumbing skills. However, for best results and to comply with local codes, consider hiring a

licensed plumber.

3. Does the unit require electricity?

No. The Kinetico Manual Model
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