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Introduction

John MacArthur’s study guide for the Gospel of Matthew has become a staple for pastors, teachers, and students

of the Bible who seek a clear, Scripture �centered understanding of Jesus’ first book. Whether you are a seasoned

scholar or a newcomer to biblical exegesis, this guide offers a systematic approach that balances theological depth

with practical application. In this comprehensive article, we’ll explore the structure, key themes, and benefits of

MacArthur’s Matthew study guide, show how to use it effectively, and compare it with other popular commentaries.

By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap for engaging with the Gospel of Matthew in a way that enriches both

personal faith and corporate ministry.

Who Is John MacArthur?

John MacArthur, a renowned pastor, author, and professor, has dedicated his life to the proclamation of the gospel

and the study of Scripture. As the senior pastor of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, California, and the

founding president of The Master's Seminary, MacArthur has produced a vast body of commentaries and teaching

materials that emphasize the authority of the Bible and the centrality of Christ’s work. His teaching style is known

for its clarity, systematic approach, and commitment to expository preaching.

Overview of John MacArthur’s Study Guides

MacArthur’s study guides are part of a broader series of commentaries that cover the entire New Testament. Each

guide follows a consistent format: a chapter �by �chapter analysis, key verses highlighted, theological insights,

practical application questions, and a summary for quick review. The guides are designed for both individual study

and group use, making them versatile tools for a variety of settings.

Focus on Matthew: Why Study the Gospel of Matthew?

The Gospel of Matthew is often called the “Jewish gospel” because it emphasizes Jesus’ fulfillment of Old

Testament prophecy and His role as the new Moses. It begins with a genealogy that traces Jesus back to Abraham

and David, establishing His rightful place in Jewish history. Matthew also contains the most extensive collection of

Jesus’ teachings, including the Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes, and the Lord’s Prayer. For believers seeking

to understand Jesus’ identity and mission, Matthew offers a rich tapestry of narrative and doctrine.

Structure of the Study Guide for Matthew

Outline of Chapters

The guide is organized into 28 chapters, each corresponding to a chapter in the biblical text. Within each section,

MacArthur provides:

•  Historical Context: Background information about the author, audience, and setting.

•  Textual Analysis: A verse �by �verse commentary that explains the meaning and significance.

•  Theological Themes: Key doctrines that emerge from the passage.

•  Application Questions: Thought �provoking prompts that help readers apply the text to their lives.



•  Summary: A concise recap of the main points.

Key Themes

MacArthur identifies several recurring themes that shape the entire Gospel:

1.  The Kingdom of Heaven: A central motif that defines Jesus’ ministry.

2.  Demonstrates Jesus as the promised Messiah.

3.  Calls believers to follow Jesus faithfully.

4.  Explains how the Old Testament Law relates to Jesus’ teachings.

Theological Emphasis

MacArthur’s theological lens is firmly rooted in the Reformed tradition. He emphasizes the sovereignty of God, the

authority of Scripture, and the sufficiency of Christ’s atonement. Throughout the Matthew guide, you’ll find

references to covenant theology, the priesthood of all believers, and the centrality of the gospel in every passage.

How to Use the Study Guide

Step �by �Step Approach

1.  Read the Passage: Begin with a careful reading of the biblical text in a reliable translation.

2.  Consult MacArthur’s Commentary: Read the corresponding chapter in the study guide, taking notes on key 

insights.

3.  Answer the Application Questions: Reflect on how the passage speaks to your life and community.

4.  Summarize: Write a brief summary of the main points to reinforce your understanding.

5.  Share and Discuss: Bring your insights to a small group or study session for further discussion.

Study Questions

The guide includes a set of questions at the end of each chapter that challenge readers to dig deeper:

•  What is the main theological point of this passage?

•  How does this text relate to the larger narrative of the Gospel?

•  What practical steps can I take to live out this teaching?

Application

MacArthur encourages believers to apply the gospel’s teachings in everyday life. For example, after studying the

Beatitudes, readers might examine how humility, mercy, and righteousness manifest in their relationships and

community service. The guide’s application focus bridges the gap between academic study and lived faith.

Key Insights from the Matthew Study Guide

The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5 �7 is often called the “Bible’s greatest sermon.” MacArthur highlights Jesus’ radical re �definition of

righteousness, the importance of inner purity, and the call to live out the law in love. He also stresses that the

Sermon is not just a set of moral rules but a comprehensive vision for Christian living.

The Kingdom of Heaven

Throughout Matthew, the concept of the Kingdom of Heaven is woven into every narrative. MacArthur explains that

this Kingdom is both a present reality and a future hope. He encourages readers to recognize its present power in

their lives and its future fulfillment in Christ’s return.

Jesus’ Parables



Matthew contains some of Jesus’ most famous parables, such as the Sower, the Good Samaritan, and the Lost

Sheep. MacArthur’s commentary dissects each parable’s structure, meaning, and application, making them

accessible to modern readers.

The Great Commission

Matthew 28:18 �20 is the cornerstone of Christian mission. MacArthur emphasizes the authority of Christ’s

command, the importance of evangelism, and the role of the Holy Spirit in empowering believers to fulfill this

commission.

Comparative Analysis: MacArthur vs Other Commentaries

Distinctive Features of MacArthur’s Guide

•  Scripture �First Approach: Every theological point is grounded in biblical text.

•  Clear, Concise Language: Avoids jargon, making complex theology accessible.

•  Balanced Application: Provides practical steps without compromising doctrinal integrity.

Strengths

MacArthur’s Matthew guide excels in its clarity, depth, and practical focus. It is especially valuable for pastors

preparing sermons, teachers leading classes, and individuals seeking a robust biblical education.

Weaknesses

Some readers may find the theological emphasis on Reformed doctrines too narrow if they come from a more

eclectic theological background. Additionally, the guide’s brevity in certain areas might leave advanced scholars

wanting more detail.

Practical Application for Individuals and Churches

Personal Devotions

Use the study guide as a daily devotional plan. Read one chapter each week, answer the questions, and journal

your insights. This routine helps integrate Scripture into everyday life.

Small Group Study

Divide the Gospel into manageable sections and assign each member a chapter to present. The group can then

discuss the application questions, fostering deeper understanding and accountability.

Sermon Preparation

Preachers can rely on MacArthur’s commentary to build expository sermons that stay true to the text while

addressing contemporary issues. The guide’s theological clarity ensures that sermons are theologically sound.

Resources and Further Reading

Books

•  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – The complete series covering the entire New Testament.

•  Grace to Glory: A Narrative History of the Bible – A broader biblical history that complements the Gospel 

study.

Online Tools

•  Logos Bible Software – Offers MacArthur’s commentary and additional resources.



•  Blue Letter Bible – Free access to the commentary and related study tools.

Study Groups

Consider joining a local or online study group that focuses on the New Testament. Many churches host weekly

Bible studies that incorporate MacArthur’s guides.

Conclusion

John MacArthur’s study guide for Matthew is more than a commentary; it is a practical companion that invites

readers to engage deeply with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Its clear, Scripture �centered approach, combined with

actionable insights, makes it an invaluable resource for anyone looking to grow in knowledge and faith. Whether

you’re a pastor preparing a sermon, a teacher leading a class, or a layperson seeking personal growth, this guide

equips you to understand the heart of Matthew and to live out its message in everyday life. Dive in, study diligently,

and let the words of Jesus transform your heart and mind for the glory of God.
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