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Informed Intercession: A Deep Dive Into George Otis’s Spiritual Blueprint

Prayer is often described as the “bridge” between God and humanity, but for many believers, that bridge feels 

fragile or uncertain. In recent years, a fresh perspective has emerged, one that blends biblical theology, practical 

wisdom, and a profound sense of purpose: Informed Intercession. Authored by the respected Christian writer and 

speaker George Otis, this approach invites believers to move beyond generic petitions and into a dynamic,

Scripture �rooted practice that empowers the Church to influence the spiritual realm.

Whether you’re a seasoned intercessor, a church leader, or simply curious about the power of prayer, this article

will unpack the core principles of informed intercession, explore Otis’s background, and provide actionable steps to

incorporate this practice into your daily walk with God.

Who Is George Otis?

George Otis has spent decades teaching, preaching, and writing on the subjects of prayer, spiritual warfare, and 

the life of the Holy Spirit. His ministry, Otis Ministries, serves thousands of churches worldwide, offering resources

that help believers deepen their relationship with God. Otis’s reputation stems from his commitment to biblical

fidelity, his ability to distill complex theological concepts into accessible language, and his emphasis on practical

application.

His most celebrated work, Informed Intercession, builds on his years of experience leading prayer teams and

equipping churches. The book has become a go-to resource for pastors who want to establish a robust

intercessory culture within their congregations.

What Is Informed Intercession?

At its core, informed intercession is an intentional, Scripture �based approach to prayer that focuses on:

•  Understanding the spiritual realities that influence our world.

•  Aligning our prayers with God’s will and purposes.

•  Equipping believers to intercede effectively for individuals, communities, and nations.

•  Cultivating a deep, personal relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Unlike casual or superficial prayer, informed intercession demands a conscious awareness of the unseen forces at

play, a disciplined reliance on biblical truths, and a commitment to act in God’s name.

The Biblical Foundation of Informed Intercession

Informed intercession is firmly rooted in Scripture. The Bible offers numerous examples of believers who interceded

with faith and wisdom:

1.  Abraham’s Intercession for Sodom and Gomorrah – Genesis 18:22 �33 shows Abraham negotiating with God, 

pleading for mercy on behalf of the righteous.

2.  Jesus’ Intercession for the Church – John 17:20 �23 reveals Jesus praying for unity and protection over His 

followers.



3.  The Apostles’ Intercession – Acts 12:5 �11 documents Peter’s prayer for John’s release from prison.

These passages illustrate that intercession is not a mere request but a partnership with God, grounded in His 

promises and guided by the Holy Spirit. Otis emphasizes that believers must be informed—that is, they must be

well �versed in Scripture, aware of spiritual warfare, and sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading.

Key Principles of George Otis’s Informed Intercession

Otis distills informed intercession into five essential principles:

1.  Awareness of Spiritual Reality – Recognize that the world is influenced by unseen spiritual forces.

2.  Knowledge of God’s Will – Study God’s purposes in the Bible and apply them to your prayers.

3.  Discernment of Needs – Identify the specific needs of individuals, communities, and nations.

4.  Dependence on the Holy Spirit – Invite the Spirit to guide your words and actions.

5.  Persistent Commitment – Maintain regular, focused prayer, trusting that God’s timing is perfect.

By integrating these principles, believers can move from a reactive prayer life to a proactive, strategic partnership

with God.

How Informed Intercession Differs From Traditional Prayer

Traditional prayer often focuses on personal requests—health, finances, relationships—while informed intercession

expands the scope to include:

•  Intervening on behalf of entire nations.

•  Addressing systemic injustices.

•  Seeking spiritual breakthroughs for marginalized groups.

•  Pleading for divine protection over churches and ministries.

Moreover, informed intercession demands a deeper theological understanding. Rather than simply asking for

blessings, believers must align their petitions with God’s character, His Word, and His overarching plan.

Practical Steps to Practice Informed Intercession

Below is a step �by �step guide that incorporates Otis’s teachings and can be adapted for individuals or church teams:

1.  Study Scripture – Begin with passages on intercession (e.g., 1 Timothy 2:1 �4, James 5:16). Use 

commentaries to deepen understanding.

2.  Identify Spiritual Realities – Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the unseen forces affecting your context.

3.  Set Clear Objectives – Write down specific goals (e.g., “Pray for the release of political prisoners in X 

country”).

4.  Prepare Your Heart – Engage in confession, repentance, and worship to align yourself with God’s will.

5.  Pray with Confidence – Use the prayer of the Lord’s Prayer as a template, adding specific intercessions.

6.  Document Outcomes – Keep a prayer journal noting answered prayers and God’s guidance.

7.  Collaborate – Join or form prayer teams; shared intercession magnifies impact.

8.  Persist – Consistency is key; commit to daily intercession even when results seem slow.

9.  Share Testimonies – Encourage others by sharing how God has responded.

10.  Adjust and Adapt – Be flexible; refine your intercession focus as circumstances evolve.

These steps provide a framework that balances biblical fidelity with practical application.

Building a Culture of Informed Intercession in Your Church



Church leaders can cultivate an environment where informed intercession thrives by implementing the following

strategies:

•  Teaching and Workshops – Offer classes on the theology and practice of intercession.

•  Prayer Teams – Establish dedicated teams for local, national, and global intercession.

•  Prayer Journals – Encourage members to record prayers and outcomes.

•  Testimony Nights – Create events where believers share answered prayers.

•  Integration with Worship – Incorporate intercessory prayers into corporate worship services.

•  Accountability Partners – Pair believers to support each other’s prayer commitments.

•  Use of Technology – Leverage apps and online platforms to coordinate prayer requests.

•  Spiritual Discernment Training – Equip leaders to discern the Spirit’s leading.

•  Encourage Persistence – Remind the congregation that God’s timing may differ from human expectations.

•  Celebrate Milestones – Acknowledge significant answered prayers as communal victories.

When these practices are embedded into the church’s identity, informed intercession becomes a living, breathing

part of discipleship.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While informed intercession offers transformative potential, believers may face obstacles:

•  Uncertainty About Effectiveness – Remember that God’s power is not limited by human doubt.

•  Feeling Overwhelmed by Global Issues – Prioritize specific, actionable requests rather than trying to address 

every crisis.

•  Spiritual Discouragement – Maintain a strong connection with the Holy Spirit through worship and Scripture.

•  Misalignment with God’s Will – Seek continual guidance from the Word and the Spirit.

•  Inconsistent Prayer Habits – Establish a routine and accountability system to keep momentum.

By confronting these challenges head �on, believers can sustain a vibrant intercessory life.

Real-Life Testimonies of Informed Intercession

Numerous testimonies illustrate the power of informed intercession:

•  Prison Release – A church in Kenya interceded for a political prisoner. After months of prayer, the individual 

was released, and the community celebrated a newfound freedom.

•  Healing in Conflict Zones – A prayer team in Syria prayed for the safety of refugees. Despite ongoing 

violence, several families received aid and protection through unexpected channels.

•  National Reconciliation – In the United States, a coalition of churches interceded for a national healing 

process after a political crisis. The resulting dialogues led to bipartisan efforts for reform.

•  Personal Breakthrough – A single mother in Ohio prayed for her son’s academic success. Within a year, he 

earned a scholarship to a top university.

These stories demonstrate that informed intercession is not a mystical or vague practice but a tangible,

God �centered approach that produces real, measurable outcomes.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Informed Intercession

Otis emphasizes that the Holy Spirit is the ultimate guide in intercessory prayer. The Spirit:

•  Reveals hidden spiritual realities.

•  Guides the words and timing of prayers.



•  Strengthens believers to stand firm in faith.

•  Brings unity among intercessors.

To invite the Spirit’s presence, believers can:

1.  Begin each prayer session with worship and adoration.

2.  Ask for the Spirit’s wisdom and discernment.

3.  Remain open to spontaneous prompts during prayer.

4.  Practice listening to the Spirit through silent meditation.

When the Holy Spirit is actively involved, informed intercession becomes a powerful conduit of divine intervention.

Integrating Informed Intercession into Personal Devotion

Even those who are not part of a formal church can practice informed intercession in their daily routine:

•  Set aside a specific time each day for focused intercessory prayer.

•  Use a prayer journal to track requests and answered prayers.

•  Read Scripture passages on intercession before praying.

•  Engage in community prayer via online groups or local gatherings.

•  Reflect on how your intercessions align with God’s broader purposes.

By incorporating these habits, individuals can experience personal growth and contribute to a larger spiritual

movement.

Informed Intercession in the Context of Spiritual Warfare

Otis’s framework acknowledges that intercession is a key component of spiritual warfare. By praying for

deliverance, protection, and spiritual breakthroughs, believers can:

•  Disrupt the plans of the enemy.

•  Strengthen the faith of the weak.

•  Promote the advance of God’s kingdom.

•  Encourage believers to stand firm in the face of persecution.

Informed intercession equips the Church to engage in this unseen battle with confidence and divine backing.

How to Measure the Impact of Informed Intercession

While spiritual outcomes can be intangible, there are ways to gauge the effectiveness of intercessory prayer:
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