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Introduction

When you stumble upon the title i want to go home by Gordon Korman, you might wonder whether it’s a travel 

memoir, a heartfelt novel, or perhaps a quirky children's story. In reality, it’s a compelling young �adult novel that 

blends humor, adventure, and poignant moments of self �discovery. The book follows the misadventures of a 

teenage boy named Tommyas he navigates a summer of unexpected challenges, all while yearning for the

comfort of home. Whether you’re a fan of Gordon Korman’s playful storytelling or simply looking for a fresh read

that tackles the universal theme of belonging, this article will dive deep into every facet of the novel, from its plot

and characters to its lasting impact on readers.

About the Author

Gordon Korman, a prolific Canadian author, has written over 140 books spanning children’s, middle �grade, and 

young �adult literature. His works are celebrated for their witty dialogue, relatable characters, and the way he tackles 

serious themes with a light touch. i want to go home by Gordon Kormanis no exception; it showcases his

signature blend of humor and heart.

Key Highlights of Korman’s Career

•  Over 140 books, including the popular Swindle and The Last Kids on Earth series.

•  Recipient of numerous awards such as the Governor General’s Award and the International Reading 

Association’s Silver Award.

•  Known for writing about adolescence, friendship, and the trials of growing up.

Plot Overview

Set during the summer of 2015, i want to go home by Gordon Korman follows Tommy, a 15 �year �old who’s 

struggling to find his place in the world. Tommy’s parents are divorced, and he’s constantly moving between their 

homes, feeling like a perpetual outsider. The story begins when Tommy’s older brother, Ben, invites him on a

fishing trip to a remote lake, promising an escape from the chaos of his life.

However, what starts as a simple fishing excursion quickly spirals into a series of mishaps: a broken boat, a lost

compass, and an unexpected encounter with a mysterious stranger. As the days pass, Tommy must rely on his

wits, the help of new friends, and his growing sense of independence to navigate the wilderness and find his way

back home.

Key Story Beats

1.  Tommy’s initial reluctance to leave home.

2.  The family’s strained dynamic and the emotional distance between Tommy and his parents.

3.  The arrival at the lake and the discovery of the abandoned cabin.

4.  Tommy’s encounters with the local wildlife and the strange figure known only as “The Guide.”

5.  The climactic moment when Tommy must decide whether to stay and embrace a new adventure or return to 

his old life.



Central Themes

While the plot offers plenty of excitement, the heart of i want to go home by Gordon Kormanlies in its exploration of

several key themes that resonate with readers of all ages.

Home and Identity

Tommy’s yearning for home is not just a physical longing but also an emotional one. The novel examines how the

concept of “home” evolves as we grow older and the ways our surroundings shape our identities.

Family Dynamics

The book delves into the complexities of a blended family, especially when parents are divorced. It portrays the

emotional toll of separation and the importance of communication and empathy.

Adventure and Self �Discovery

Tommy’s unexpected journey into the wilderness acts as a catalyst for self �growth. The novel encourages readers to

step out of their comfort zones and confront challenges head �on.

Friendship and Trust

Throughout his escapades, Tommy forms unlikely alliances that highlight the value of trust and cooperation. These

relationships underscore the idea that we often find the most supportive friends in unexpected places.

Character Analysis

Gordon Korman’s characters are crafted with depth and humor, making them relatable and memorable.

Tommy – The Protagonist

Tommy is a quintessential teenager: awkward, introspective, and yearning for belonging. He’s clever, but his

self �doubt often hinders his confidence. Over the course of the story, he learns to trust his instincts and takes

responsibility for his actions.

Ben – The Older Brother

Ben serves as a foil to Tommy’s insecurity. He’s adventurous, confident, and often acts as a catalyst for Tommy’s

growth. Despite their differences, the brothers share a strong bond that ultimately helps Tommy navigate his

challenges.

The Guide – The Mysterious Stranger

This enigmatic character introduces an element of intrigue. The Guide’s cryptic advice pushes Tommy to question

his assumptions and explore his potential. The Guide’s presence adds depth to the narrative, symbolizing the

unknown forces that shape our journeys.

Supporting Cast

•  Ms. Harper – Tommy’s school counselor who encourages him to confront his fears.

•  Jenna – A local girl who becomes Tommy’s ally during the wilderness adventure.

•  Mr. and Mrs. Collins – The couple who own the abandoned cabin and provide a sense of history to the setting.

Setting and Atmosphere

The novel’s setting is as vital as its plot. The remote lake and abandoned cabin create a backdrop that feels both

isolated and inviting. The natural environment serves as a metaphor for Tommy’s internal state: untamed,



unpredictable, but full of potential.

Descriptive Elements

•  The misty mornings over the lake, evoking a sense of mystery.

•  The creaking of the old cabin’s wooden floorboards, symbolizing the passage of time.

•  The rustling of leaves, reflecting the tension and excitement of the adventure.

Critical Reception

Since its publication, i want to go home by Gordon Kormanhas received positive reviews from both critics and

readers alike. Many praise Korman’s ability to balance humor with emotional depth.

Reviews from Major Publications

•  Publishers Weekly highlighted the novel’s “sharp dialogue and relatable teenage angst.”

•  The New York Times Book Review called it “a refreshing take on the classic coming �of �age narrative.”

•  Readers on Goodreads rate the book 4.2/5, citing its “engaging storyline and well �developed characters.”

Why This Book Matters

Beyond its entertainment value, i want to go home by Gordon Kormanoffers meaningful lessons that resonate with

both young and adult readers.

Encouraging Resilience

The novel demonstrates how facing adversity can lead to personal growth. Tommy’s journey shows that resilience

isn’t about avoiding challenges but embracing them.

Promoting Empathy

The book encourages readers to consider others’ perspectives. Through Tommy’s interactions with the Guide and

his family, we learn that empathy is a powerful tool for healing and connection.

Highlighting the Importance of Self �Reflection

Tommy’s internal monologues provide readers with a space to reflect on their own struggles. The narrative invites

us to examine our feelings about home, identity, and belonging.

Reader’s Guide

For students, educators, and book clubs, this guide offers discussion prompts and analysis questions that can

deepen understanding of the novel’s themes and characters.

Discussion Questions

1.  What does “home” mean to Tommy at the beginning of the novel versus the end? How does his perception 

change?

2.  How do the family dynamics in the book mirror real-life situations? Have you ever felt torn between two 

homes?

3.  What role does the Guide play in Tommy’s development? Is the Guide a literal or symbolic character?

4.  How does the setting influence the plot and Tommy’s emotional journey?

5.  What would you do if you were in Tommy’s situation? Would you stay or leave?

Writing Prompts

•  Write a diary entry from Tommy’s perspective on the day he first leaves home.



•  Create a short scene where Tommy encounters the Guide for the first time.

•  Imagine a modern adaptation of the story. How would you update the setting and characters?

SEO Optimization Tips for Book Bloggers

If you’re planning to write a review or blog post about i want to go home by Gordon Korman, consider these SEO

best practices:

•  Keyword Placement: Use the main keyword naturally in the title, introduction, subheadings, and conclusion.

•  Meta Description: Craft a concise meta description that includes the keyword and entices readers.

•  Internal Links: Link to related posts about Gordon Korman or other young �adult novels.

•  External Links: Reference reputable sources such as Goodreads, Publishers Weekly, or the author’s official 

website.

•  Image Alt Text: Use descriptive alt text for any images, including the book cover, with the keyword.

Conclusion

In i want to go home by Gordon Korman, the author masterfully weaves a tale of adventure, family, and

self �discovery that speaks to readers across generations. Tommy’s longing for home, coupled with his unexpected

journey into the wilderness, serves as a powerful reminder that sometimes the most profound discoveries happen

when we step outside our comfort zones. Whether you’re a fan of Korman’s playful prose or new to his work, this

novel offers a memorable reading experience that balances humor with heartfelt moments.

So if you’re looking for a story that captures the complexities of growing up while keeping you entertained, consider 

diving into i want to go home by Gordon Korman. It’s a book that invites you to reflect on what truly defines a

home, and perhaps, it will inspire you to find your own path toward it.
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