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Introduction

When the holiday season rolls around, many musicians look for fresh, playful pieces to add to their repertoire. One

quirky, delightful option that has gained popularity in recent years is a song that many people simply refer to as the

“hippopotamus Christmas tune.” It’s a catchy, whimsical track that has become a staple for those looking to add a

bit of humor and charm to their holiday performances. If you’re searching for “i want a hippopotamus for christmas

sheet music youtube,” you’ve landed in the right place. In this guide, we’ll walk you through the song’s background,

how to find and purchase the sheet music, tips for learning the piece, and best practices for recording and

uploading your rendition to YouTube.

The Origin of “I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas”

The Song’s History

While the phrase “i want a hippopotamus for christmas sheet music youtube” may sound like a random string of

words, it actually references a beloved holiday novelty song that first appeared in the late 1970s. The original

version was recorded by a group of musicians known for their comedic takes on Christmas classics. The lyrics tell a

lighthearted story of a child who wishes for a hippopotamus as a Christmas gift—a wish that is both absurd and

endearing. The melody, composed in a simple major key, is easy to learn and lends itself to a variety of

arrangements.

Cultural Impact

Over the past few decades, this song has found its way into countless holiday playlists, family sing-alongs, and viral

videos. Its playful nature has made it a favorite among parents looking for a fun, non-traditional piece to introduce

to their kids. The song’s popularity has also spurred a number of cover versions—ranging from acoustic guitar

renditions to full orchestral productions—each adding a unique flavor while preserving the original charm.

Finding the Sheet Music

Official Sources

When searching for the official sheet music, the best place to start is with reputable music publishers who hold the

rights to the song. These publishers often offer downloadable PDFs or printed copies that include all necessary

arrangements—key, tempo markings, and chord charts. Purchasing directly from the publisher ensures that the

music is accurate and that the artists are properly compensated.

Free and Paid Options

•  Free PDF Downloads: Some fan sites offer free, unofficial PDFs. However, these are often incomplete or 

contain errors, so they’re best used only as a temporary reference.

•  Paid Sheet Music Platforms: Websites such as Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, and Hal Leonard provide high-

quality, professionally arranged scores. Prices typically range from $5 to $20, depending on the arrangement 

complexity.

•  Library Access: Many public libraries have digital music collections. A quick search on the library’s website 

may reveal a copy of the sheet music that you can borrow electronically.



Tips for Choosing the Right Arrangement

1.  Determine Your Instrument: Piano, guitar, or voice? The arrangement should match your primary instrument.

2.  Consider Skill Level: If you’re a beginner, look for simplified arrangements that reduce complex chords or 

arpeggios.

3.  Look for Multi-Track Options: For YouTube recordings, having separate tracks for each instrument can make 

mixing easier.

4.  Check for Additional Features: Some arrangements include chord symbols, lyrics, and performance notes 

that can be invaluable during practice.

Learning to Play the Song

Instrument Choices

The song’s simple, repetitive structure makes it suitable for a variety of instruments. Piano and guitar are the most

common choices, but you can also adapt it for ukulele, violin, or even a full band setup. If you’re planning a YouTube

video, consider the sound quality and how each instrument will blend in the final mix.

Step �by �Step Practice Plan

1.  Familiarize Yourself with the Melody: Play through the song once or twice to get a feel for the rhythm and 

phrasing.

2.  Break It Down into Sections: Divide the song into verses, choruses, and bridges. Practice each section 

individually.

3.  Use a Metronome: Keep a steady tempo—most recordings of the song play at a moderate 90 �100 BPM.

4.  Record Yourself: Listening to your own recordings can help you spot timing or fingering issues.

5.  Incorporate Dynamics: Even though the piece is playful, adding crescendos and decrescendos can make 

your performance more engaging.

6.  Rehearse with a Full Arrangement: Once comfortable with each section, practice the entire song to build 

muscle memory.

Common Challenges

•  Rhythm Maintenance: The song’s jaunty rhythm can be tricky to keep steady. Use a metronome and practice 

with a metronome app on your phone.

•  Chord Transitions: Some guitar players find the quick chord changes difficult. Slow down the transitions during 

practice and gradually increase speed.

•  Vocal Timing: If you’re singing, aligning your vocal phrasing with the instrumental accompaniment requires 

careful listening.

Recording and Sharing Your Performance

Home Recording Setup

A simple yet effective setup can produce professional-sounding results. Consider the following components:

•  Microphone: A USB condenser mic (e.g., Blue Yeti, Audio-Technica AT2020USB) is a great choice for 

beginners.

•  Audio Interface: If you’re using a XLR mic, an interface like Focusrite Scarlett 2i2 will provide higher fidelity.

•  Acoustic Treatment: Use foam panels or a portable vocal booth to reduce echo.

•  DAW (Digital Audio Workstation): Free options like Audacity or Reaper can handle basic recording and mixing.

Editing Basics

After recording, you’ll want to clean up the audio:



•  Trim Silence: Remove any long pauses at the beginning or end.

•  Noise Reduction: Apply a noise gate to eliminate background hiss.

•  EQ and Compression: Use EQ to brighten the vocals and compress to even out dynamics.

•  Mastering: A final pass with a mastering plugin can make the track sound polished.

Uploading to YouTube

1.  Create a Channel or Use an Existing One: Make sure your channel’s branding reflects the holiday theme.

2.  Video Title and Description: Include relevant keywords like “hippopotamus Christmas,” “sheet music,” and 

“YouTube cover.” Keep the title under 70 characters for SEO.

3.  Tags: Add tags such as “Christmas music,” “holiday cover,” “hippopotamus,” and “sheet music.”

4.  Thumbnail: Design a colorful thumbnail featuring a hippopotamus or a Christmas motif.

5.  Upload Schedule: Release the video a few weeks before Christmas to maximize viewership.

Engaging Your Audience

Creative Video Ideas

•  Animated Storyline: Create a short animation that follows the child’s wish for a hippopotamus.

•  Live Performance: Record a live session in a festive setting, such as a living room decorated with lights.

•  Collaborations: Invite other musicians or family members to join the performance.

Using Keywords and SEO for Your Video

To increase discoverability, use the keyword naturally in your video’s title, description, and tags. Also, consider

adding a transcript in the description or as a closed caption file. This improves accessibility and helps YouTube’s

algorithm understand the content.

Interacting with Viewers

Respond to comments, ask viewers to share their own covers, and encourage them to subscribe for more holiday

content. Engagement signals to YouTube that your content is valuable, which can boost its ranking.

Advanced Arrangements and Covers

Instrumental Versions

For musicians who prefer instrumental renditions, consider adding a bass line or a subtle percussion track. A light

tambourine or shaker can enhance the rhythmic feel without overpowering the melody.

Vocal Covers

When singing, experiment with harmonies. A simple second voice can add richness, especially during the chorus. If

you’re a solo performer, consider using a pitch correction plugin sparingly to keep the natural feel.

Orchestral Adaptations

For advanced players or groups, an orchestral arrangement can transform the song into a full-scale holiday

performance. A small ensemble—strings, woodwinds, and a rhythm section—can deliver a grand, festive sound

that’s perfect for a YouTube video or a live event.

Legal Considerations

Copyright Issues

Even though the song is a novelty piece, it’s still protected by copyright. Using the sheet music from an authorized

source and obtaining a mechanical license (if you plan to distribute recordings) is essential.



Fair Use and Permissions

Covering the song for personal enjoyment is generally allowed, but public performances—especially monetized

YouTube videos—require permission. Most publishers offer a licensing service; check with them before uploading

your cover. If you’re unsure, consult a music rights lawyer.

Conclusion

Whether you’re a beginner eager to add a quirky holiday tune to your playlist or an experienced musician looking to

create a memorable YouTube cover, “I want a hippopotamus for christmas” offers a unique blend of humor and

musical charm. By sourcing authentic sheet music, practicing diligently, and leveraging YouTube’s platform

effectively, you can share this delightful piece with a worldwide audience. Remember to respect copyright laws,

engage your viewers, and most importantly, enjoy the process of bringing a little hippopotamus joy to the holiday

season.
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