
GENERAL

how to start a lawn mower
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

How to Start a Lawn Mower: The Complete Beginner’s Guide

Every homeowner knows that a healthy lawn is the centerpiece of a welcoming yard. But before you can enjoy a 

perfectly manicured green expanse, you have to get your lawn mower up and running. Whether you own a classic 

gasoline engine, a quiet electric model, or a modern cordless mower, the first step is the same: you need to know 

how to start a lawn mowersafely and efficiently. This guide walks you through every detail—from checking fuel

levels to troubleshooting common problems—so you can spend more time enjoying your lawn and less time

wrestling with a stubborn engine.

Understanding Your Lawn Mower

Before you even touch the throttle, it’s essential to familiarize yourself with the type of mower you own and its key

components. Knowing what each part does not only helps you start the machine but also aids in routine

maintenance and quick troubleshooting.

Types of Lawn Mowers

•  Gasoline (Internal Combustion) – The most common type, known for its power and portability. Requires fuel, 

oil, and a spark plug.

•  Electric (Corded) – Plug �in models that offer instant start and zero emissions. Ideal for small to medium lawns.

•  Electric (Cordless) – Battery �powered units that combine the convenience of a gasoline mower with the quiet 

operation of an electric one.

Key Components to Know

1.  Engine – Converts fuel into motion.

2.  Fuel Tank – Holds gasoline; many models have a fuel cap with a built �in fuel gauge.

3.  Oil Reservoir – Keeps the engine lubricated.

4.  Spark Plug – Creates the spark that ignites the fuel.

5.  Choke – Controls air/fuel mixture for cold starts.

6.  Starter Rope or Button – Provides the initial crank to start the engine.

7.  Blade – Cuts the grass; its condition affects performance.

Safety Precautions Before You Start

Starting a lawn mower involves moving parts, sharp blades, and, in the case of gasoline models, flammable fuel.

Keep these safety tips in mind:

•  Always wear protective gear—gloves, safety glasses, and closed �toe shoes.

•  Ensure the mower is on a flat, stable surface.

•  Keep children, pets, and bystanders at least 10 feet away.

•  Check for loose debris or obstructions around the mower’s wheel and blade area.

Preparing the Lawn Mower for Start �Up

Even if you know the steps to start a mower, skipping preparation can lead to engine failure, wasted fuel, or

dangerous mishaps. Follow this checklist to get your mower ready for a smooth ignition.



1. Check the Fuel Level

Gasoline mowers need a full or at least half �full tank to avoid running out mid �cut. If you’re using a newer mower with

a fuel gauge, simply read the indicator. For older models, lift the fuel cap and visually confirm that the tank is at

least half full. If you’re using a 2 �cycle engine, remember to mix oil with gasoline in the correct ratio (usually 10:1).

Never fill the tank when the engine is hot; allow it to cool first.

2. Inspect the Spark Plug

A fouled or damaged spark plug can prevent the engine from firing. Remove the plug with a spark plug socket,

clean it with a wire brush, and inspect for carbon buildup or corrosion. Replace it if it looks worn or if the gap is off.

Most manufacturers recommend replacing the spark plug every 50–75 hours of use.

3. Check the Oil Level

Low oil can cause engine seizure. Use the dipstick to check the level and top off as needed. If the oil appears dirty

or milky, perform an oil change. Always use the oil type specified in your owner’s manual.

4. Inspect the Air Filter

A clogged air filter restricts airflow, making the engine choke and reducing performance. Remove the filter, tap it

gently, or wash it with mild detergent if it’s reusable. Replace it if it’s heavily clogged or damaged.

5. Inspect the Battery (Electric Models)

For cordless mowers, ensure the battery is fully charged and securely attached. Check for corrosion on the

terminals and clean if necessary. For corded electric mowers, verify that the power cord is intact and the outlet is

functioning.

6. Inspect the Blade

A dull blade can tear grass rather than cut cleanly, leading to uneven mowing. If the blade feels bent or shows signs

of wear, sharpen or replace it. Always check for loose bolts or screws before starting.

Step �by �Step Guide to Starting a Gasoline Lawn Mower

Gasoline mowers are the most common on the market, but their starting procedure can be intimidating if you’re

new to them. Follow these steps carefully to get your engine running.

Step 1: Engage the Parking Brake

Most mowers have a parking brake lever or a wheel lock. Engaging it ensures the mower won’t roll away while

you’re starting it.

Step 2: Check the Choke Position

When the engine is cold, the choke should be in the closedposition. This restricts airflow, making the engine

easier to start. Once the engine warms up, you’ll gradually open the choke to its normal position.

Step 3: Turn on the Ignition Switch

Flip the key or switch to the “ON” position. This supplies power to the starter circuit and allows the spark plug to fire.

Step 4: Pull the Starter Rope (or Use the Electric Starter)

•  Manual Pull �Start – Grasp the rope with both hands and pull sharply and steadily. If the engine doesn’t turn 

over after a few pulls, check the spark plug, fuel, and choke again.

•  Electric Starter – Press the start button and hold it until the engine engages. If it stalls, release and try again.



Step 5: Adjust the Choke and Throttle

Once the engine starts, gradually open the choke to its normal position while easing the throttle. This allows the

engine to run smoothly without stalling.

Step 6: Let the Engine Idle

Allow the mower to idle for a minute or two. This warms the engine and ensures that the fuel and oil are circulating

properly.

Step 7: Test Run

After the engine has warmed up, turn off the choke and give the throttle a slight push to confirm that the mower can

run at a steady speed. If it stalls or runs unevenly, double �check fuel, oil, and spark plug conditions.

Starting an Electric Lawn Mower

Electric mowers are simpler to start, but each type—corded or cordless—has its own nuances.

Corded Electric Mowers

1.  Plug the mower into a grounded outlet.

2.  Turn the power switch to “ON.”

3.  Press the start button and release when the mower begins to move.

4.  Check the blade for any obstructions before cutting.

Cordless Electric Mowers

1.  Charge the battery fully before use. Most batteries need 3–4 hours of charging.

2.  Insert the battery into the mower, ensuring the contacts are clean.

3.  Turn on the mower’s power switch.

4.  Press the start button; the mower should begin to run immediately.

5.  Monitor battery level during use and recharge as needed.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Even with proper preparation, you may encounter problems that prevent your mower from starting. Below are the

most frequent issues and how to address them.

Engine Won’t Start

•  Check the Fuel – Ensure the tank isn’t empty, and the fuel is fresh (old gasoline can clog the carburetor).

•  Inspect the Spark Plug – A fouled plug can cause misfires.

•  Verify the Choke – The choke should be fully closed when starting a cold engine.

•  Look for Air Leaks – A vacuum leak can disrupt the air/fuel mixture.

No Spark

•  Test the spark plug with a spark tester. If no spark, replace the plug.

•  Check the ignition coil and wiring for damage.

•  Ensure the battery (for electric mowers) is fully charged.

Fuel Line Issues

•  Inspect for cracks or leaks in the fuel line.

•  Replace any damaged sections and re �connect with a clean, secure seal.

•  Use a fuel filter if your mower has one to prevent debris from entering the engine.



Low Oil

•  Top off the oil before starting. Low oil can cause engine damage.

•  Perform an oil change if the oil appears dirty or contaminated.

Maintenance Tips to Keep Your Mower Running Smoothly

Regular maintenance is the secret to a long �lasting, efficient mower. Below are essential tasks you should perform

at least once a season.

Blade Sharpening and Replacement

•  Sharpen the blade every 2–3 mowing sessions, or whenever you notice uneven cuts.

•  Replace a blade that is bent or severely worn.

Oil Changes

•  Change the oil every 50–75 hours of use for gasoline models.

•  Use the oil grade recommended by the manufacturer.

Spark Plug Replacement

•  Replace every 50–75 hours of operation.

•  Use the correct gap setting specified in your manual.

Fuel Filter Cleaning
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