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How to Say Hello in Thai: A Complete Guide for Travelers and Language 
Learners

When you step into Thailand, the first thing you’ll notice is how warmly people greet each other. A simple “hello” 

can open doors, spark conversations, and show respect. If you’ve ever wondered how to say hello in Thai , you’re

in the right place. This guide will walk you through the most common greetings, pronunciation tips, cultural

nuances, and practical usage scenarios, so you can start your Thai conversations with confidence.

The Basics of Thai Greetings

Thai greetings are more than just a word; they’re a reflection of the country’s culture of politeness and respect. The 

most universal greeting is â®'ã�*áN5(pronounced “sah-wat-dee”). It works in almost every setting, from street stalls to formal

business meetings. However, the full expression includes a polite particle that signals gender and level of formality.

Formal Greeting: â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã�� / â®'ã�*áN5àNHã�

When speaking to someone older, in a professional context, or when you want to show extra respect, you add àN#ã�� (for 

males) or àNHã� (for females). The sentence becomes â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã�� or â®'ã�*áN5àNHã�. The particles are pronounced like “krap” and “ka” respectively,

and they soften the greeting.

Informal Greeting: â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã"�ò�*â~1â®�ã^�äž2àp

In casual settings—among friends, peers, or younger people—you can drop the polite particle and use àŽIã  or á®Iã.�. For 

example, â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã means “Hello, dude!” and is common in the south and among younger crowds. It’s friendly, relaxed, and

perfectly acceptable when you know the person well.

Pronunciation Guide

Thai is a tonal language, so pitch matters. The word â®'ã�*áN5 contains four tones: low, falling, high, and mid. A quick way to 

remember is: sa-wat-deewith a gentle rise on the second syllable and a slight dip on the last. Listening to native

speakers or using a pronunciation app can help you fine �tune your accent.

Breaking It Down

1.  â¢�‡2’	b��&öæ÷Væ6VB�Æ–°e “s” in “sun.”

2.  âr�‡pa) – a “wa” sound, as in “water.”

3.  ã�* (t) – a soft “t” sound, not rolled.

4.  áN5 (dee) – a long “ee” sound.

When you add àN#ã��/àNHã�, the tone stays the same but the ending becomes a polite marker. Practice repeating “â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��” or “â®'ã�*áN5àNHã	@ out

loud until it feels natural.

Gender and Politeness Particles

Thai culture places great emphasis on politeness. The particle you use depends on your gender and the person’s

gender. Here’s a quick cheat sheet:



•  Male speaker: Use àN#ã�� after a greeting.

•  Female speaker: Use àNHã���gFW"���preeting.

•  When addressing a group, use àN#ã��/àNHã��v—F‚����ÇW al form: â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��á~8à��á’�†Ö�ÆR’�÷"�*â~1â®�ã^�äŽ0á~8à��á’�†`emale).

Remember, the particles are not just filler—they show respect. Even if you’re a tourist, using them signals that

you’re aware of local etiquette.

Regional Variations

Thailand’s diverse regions have their own greeting quirks. While â®'ã�*áN5remains universal, the tone and additional words

can shift.

North: â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã"�…6�wasdee Ja)

In the north, people often add àŽIã to the greeting, creating a friendly, upbeat tone. It’s common in Chiang Mai and

Chiang Rai, especially among younger crowds.

South: â®'ã�*áN5àŽJã��…6�wasdee Ja)

The southern dialect sometimes uses àŽJã� instead of àŽIã . It has a softer, melodic feel and is heard in places like Phuket

and Krabi.

Bangkok & Central: â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��/àNHã��…6�wasdee Krap/Kha)

In the capital and central region, the formal àN#ã��/àNHã�is the default. Even in casual conversations, you’ll hear people using

these particles.

Common Phrases Beyond “Hello”

Once you master â®'ã�*áN5, you’ll find it useful to expand your greeting toolkit. Thai people love to combine greetings with

other polite expressions.

Nice to Meet You: â.4áž�ã^�ã^HäN�äž#ãžIàŽ1à��…––â�FVR�FVR�F�’� oo jak)

Use this when meeting someone for the first time. It translates to “Nice to meet you.” Pair it with a smile and a slight

nod.

Good Morning/Afternoon/Evening

•  Good morning: â®'ã�*áN5á^-áž@à®Iã"�…6�wasdee ton chao)

•  Good afternoon: â®'ã�*áN5á^-áž�äŽ2â"�…6�wasdee ton bai)

•  Good evening: â®'ã�*áN5á^-áž@â.Gá’�…6�wasdee ton yen)

These variations show you’re aware of the time of day and add warmth to the interaction.

Thank You: à.-á®�ãŽ� (Khop khun)

While not a greeting, “thank you” often follows a hello, especially when someone helps you. Pair à.-á®�ãŽ� with the 

appropriate polite particle: à.-á®�ãŽ�àN#ã��/àNHã�.

How to Use Thai Greetings in Different Situations

Context matters. Here’s a quick guide on when to use each greeting style.

At a Street Market

When buying fruit or chatting with vendors, a friendly â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã  or â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��/àNHã� works. A slight bow and a smile signal respect.



In a Business Meeting

Use the formal â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��/àNHã� and pair it with a polite tone. If you’re a male, add àN#ã��; if you’re female, add àNHã�. A handshake or a slight

nod is customary.

Meeting Friends

Friends often use the informal â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã  or just â®'ã�*áN5. You can follow up with a question about their day: àN8á>@á¾Gáž-â.Hã.�äN#á®Iã.� (Khun pen yang rai

bang?)

When Speaking to Children

Use a gentle tone and the same formal particles. Children respond well to a friendly, respectful greeting.

Cultural Etiquette and Body Language

Greet with a wai—a gentle hand �clasp at chest height. The wai is a key part of Thai politeness and can accompany 

your spoken greeting. The level of the wai reflects the relative respect: higher for elders, lower for peers.

Eye contact is generally less intense than in Western cultures; a slight nod or a small smile is sufficient. Avoid

staring, as it may be perceived as impolite.

When to Bow

In more formal or traditional settings—such as temples or royal events—a slight bow accompanies the wai. It

shows humility and reverence.

Learning Thai Greetings: Tips & Resources

Mastering greetings is the first step toward fluency. Here are some practical tips to help you practice and remember.

Use Flashcards

Create flashcards with â®'ã�*áN5 on one side and the pronunciation on the other. Review them daily.

Practice with Native Speakers

Language exchange meetups or online platforms like iTalki can help you practice real conversations. Ask a native

speaker to correct your tone and particle usage.

Listen to Thai Media

Watch Thai dramas, news broadcasts, or YouTube channels. Pay attention to how people greet each other in

different contexts.

Record Yourself

Use a voice recorder to capture your greeting. Compare it with native samples to spot differences in tone or rhythm.

Use Language Apps

Apps like Duolingo, LingoDeer, or ThaiPod101 offer structured lessons on greetings and basic phrases.

Conclusion

Knowing how to say hello in Thai  opens a gateway to deeper cultural understanding and smoother interactions. 

From the formal â®'ã�*áN5àN#ã��/àNHã� to the casual â®'ã�*áN5àŽIã , each greeting carries a subtle message of respect and friendliness. By mastering

pronunciation, gender particles, and regional variations, you’ll feel more at ease navigating Thai society—whether



you’re strolling through a bustling market or attending a business meeting.

Remember, a simple greeting is more than a polite formality; it’s a bridge between cultures. So the next time you 

step into Thailand, greet with confidence, a slight wai, and a warm “â®'ã�*áN5.” Your Thai friends—and the country itself—will

appreciate the effort you’ve made to honor their customs.
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