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How to Print Google Maps: A Step �by �Step Guide

Whether you’re planning a road trip, preparing a presentation, or simply need a hard copy of a route, printing a 

Google Map can be surprisingly useful. While Google Maps is primarily an online tool, the platform offers several 

ways to bring your digital map onto paper. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through the most common 

methods, share practical tips for getting the best print quality, and cover troubleshooting tricks for common issues. 

By the end, you’ll know exactly how to print Google Maps for any purpose.

Why Print Google Maps?

Printing a map can be advantageous for a variety of reasons:

•  Offline Use – A printed map is handy when you have limited or no internet connectivity.

•  Presentation Materials – Hard copies can be displayed in meetings, classrooms, or exhibitions.

•  Navigation Aid – For drivers who prefer a physical reference or for children learning to read maps.

•  Documentation – Archival purposes or for legal documents that require a printed map.

•  Accessibility – Some users find printed maps easier to interpret than on-screen versions.

Because Google Maps is a dynamic, data �rich application, printing it correctly requires a bit more attention than

printing a simple document. That’s why this guide will cover a range of methods—from the straightforward browser

print to more advanced options like Google My Maps and the Google Maps API.

Method 1: Print Directly from Your Browser

Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open the Google Maps website in your preferred web browser.

2.  Navigate to the location or route you want to print. You can zoom in or out to adjust the level of detail.

3.  Click the Menu icon (three horizontal lines) in the top �left corner.

4.  Select Print from the menu. A print preview window will appear.

5.  Choose your printer and adjust settings such as page orientation, scaling, and paper size. For most maps, 

landscape orientation works best.

6.  Click Print to send the map to your printer.

Using the browser’s built �in print feature is the quickest way to print a Google Map. However, the default print layout

may include extraneous elements like the search bar or navigation controls. To get a cleaner output, you can use

the following tips:

•  Hide the search bar by pressing Ctrl + Shift + B (or Cmd + Shift + B on Mac) to toggle the browser’s 

bookmarks bar.

•  Zoom in to the desired level before printing; the print preview will capture the exact view.

•  Use the Print without background graphics option in your printer settings if you want a lighter map.

Pros &amp; Cons

Pros:



•  Fast and requires no additional tools.

•  Works on any device with a browser.

Cons:

•  Limited control over map layers and annotations.

•  Print quality depends on your browser’s rendering engine.

Method 2: Using Google My Maps

Google My Maps lets you create custom maps with pins, lines, and shapes. Once you’ve designed your map, you

can print it for a polished, professional look.

How to Create and Print a Custom Map

1.  Navigate to Google My Maps.

2.  Click Create a new map.

3.  Add markers, draw routes, or import data from a spreadsheet. You can also change the base map style.

4.  When your map is ready, click the Share button and set the visibility to “Public” or “Anyone with the link.” This 

step ensures the map can be accessed from a browser for printing.

5.  Open the map in a new tab, then follow the same browser print steps described in Method 1.

Tips for a Clean Printout

•  Remove any unnecessary layers before printing.

•  Use the Print button in the My Maps interface; it automatically adjusts the layout.

•  Choose a high �resolution printer to preserve the details of your custom annotations.

Method 3: Printing from the Google Maps Mobile App

Printing directly from a phone or tablet can be handy if you’re on the go. While the mobile app doesn’t offer a native

print button, you can still print by sharing the map view to a desktop or using a cloud printing service.

Using Google Drive or Email

1.  Open the Google Maps app and locate the map or route you want to print.

2.  Tap the Share icon and choose Share via email or Save to Drive.

3.  Open the email or Drive file on a computer.

4.  Use the browser’s print feature as described earlier.

Using Google Cloud Print (Deprecated)

Google Cloud Print was a convenient way to print from mobile, but it was discontinued in December 2020. Users

now rely on third �party cloud printing services or direct printing to a network printer.

Method 4: Capturing a Screenshot

When you need a quick, low �resolution copy or want to include a map in a document, taking a screenshot is a

simple solution.

How to Capture and Print a Screenshot

1.  Zoom in on the map to the desired detail level.

2.  Use your operating system’s screenshot tool:

3.  Windows: Press PrtScn or Win + Shift + S.

4.  macOS: Press Cmd + Shift + 4 and select the area.



5.  Linux: Press PrtScn or use a screenshot utility.

When to Use Screenshots

•  When you need a quick visual reference.

•  For embedding a map in a PowerPoint slide or Word document.

•  When the map’s details are not critical, and a lower resolution is acceptable.

Method 5: Using the Google Maps Embed API

Developers often need to embed a map into a website and then print that page. The Google Maps Embed API

provides a simple iframe that can be printed along with the rest of the page.

Embedding a Map

&lt;iframe

  width="600"

  height="450"

  frameborder="0" style="border:0"

  src="https://www.google.com/maps/embed/v1/place?key=YOUR_API_KEY

    &amp;q=Space+Needle,Seattle+WA" allowfullscreen&gt;&lt;/iframe&gt;

Replace YOUR_API_KEY with your actual Google Maps API key. Once embedded, open the page in a browser

and print it normally.

Benefits

•  Consistent map appearance across devices.

•  Control over map dimensions via iframe attributes.

•  Easy integration into print �ready web pages.

Method 6: Printing a Printed Route from Google Maps

If you’re traveling, you may want to print a detailed route with turn �by �turn directions.

Steps to Print a Route

1.  Open Google Maps and enter your starting point and destination.

2.  Click the Directions icon.

3.  Choose your mode of transportation (car, public transit, walking, biking).

4.  Click the Print button that appears on the left panel.

5.  Adjust printer settings and click Print.

The printed route includes a list of directions and a map snapshot. This method is ideal for drivers who need a

physical copy of the entire journey.

Tips for Optimal Print Quality

•  Use Landscape Orientation – Most maps look best when printed horizontally.

•  Adjust Scaling – Set scaling to 100% or “Fit to page” for the best balance between detail and readability.

•  Use High �Resolution Printers – If you need crisp lines and small text, a printer with at least 600 /dpi is 

recommended.



•  Turn on Print Background Graphics – This ensures that the map’s colors and textures are preserved.

•  For large maps, consider printing in multiple pages and assembling them manually or using a PDF tool to 

stitch them together.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Issue: Map Doesn’t Fit the Page

Solution: In the print preview, choose “Fit to page” or manually adjust the zoom level before printing. If using an

iframe, set the width and height to match the page dimensions.

Issue: Map Looks Blurry

Solution: Increase the printer resolution. If you’re printing from a screenshot, capture the map at a higher resolution

or use the browser print feature instead.

Issue: Missing Map Layers (e.g., Traffic, Transit)

Solution: Ensure you’re printing the full map view. In the browser print preview, disable any “simplified” options and

make sure background graphics are enabled.

Issue: Printer Stops Mid �Print

Solution: Check the printer’s ink or toner levels. Clear any print queue and try printing a test page to confirm the

printer is functioning properly.

Advanced Printing Options

Customizing Map Appearance

Google My Maps allows you to change the base map style (e.g., satellite, terrain). You can also add custom

overlays, such as heatmaps or polygons, for specialized printouts.

Printing Multiple Pages with a Map

For large maps, you can use PDF software (Adobe Acrobat, Foxit, or free tools like PDFsam) to split the map into

multiple pages. First, print the map to PDF, then use the split tool to create a multi �page PDF that you can print

across several sheets.

Using Google Cloud Print Alternatives
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