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How to Play “Say Something” on Piano: A Complete Beginner’s Guide

“Say Something” has become a staple on piano covers, streaming playlists, and karaoke nights. Whether you’re a 

seasoned pianist or just starting out, learning this emotionally resonant ballad can boost your confidence and add a 

beautiful new piece to your repertoire. This guide will walk you through every step of the process— from finding the 

right sheet music to mastering the subtle dynamics that make the song shine. By the end, you’ll not only know how 

to play “Say Something” on piano, but you’ll also have a deeper understanding of the song’s structure and feel.

Why “Say Something” Is a Perfect Piano Song to Learn

There are several reasons why this track is ideal for pianists of all levels:

•  Simple chord progression – The song uses a handful of chords that repeat throughout, making it easy to 

memorize.

•  Emotive melody – The vocal line is memorable and translates beautifully to the piano.

•  Low technical demands – No flashy runs or extreme registers, allowing you to focus on expression.

•  High audience recognition – Playing a familiar tune instantly engages listeners.

Song Overview: Lyrics, Theme, and Musical Structure

“Say Something” was written by Alex Levine and Justin Tranter, performed by A Great Big World, and famously

covered by Christina Aguilera. The lyrics explore vulnerability and the fear of losing someone you love. Musically,

the song is built around a simple verse–chorus–bridge form, with a gentle piano accompaniment that underscores

the emotional narrative.

Key points of the structure:

1.  Intro – A short piano intro sets the mood.

2.  Verse 1 – The chord progression begins the story.

3.  Pre �Chorus – Builds anticipation.

4.  Chorus – The emotional climax.

5.  Bridge – A slight shift in harmony that adds depth.

6.  Outro – Returns to the opening motif.

How to Play “Say Something” on Piano: A Step �by �Step Guide

1. Get the Sheet Music or Learn the Chords

Start by acquiring the correct sheet music. You can find official arrangements on sites like Musicnotes or Sheet

Music Plus. If you prefer a more casual approach, you can learn the basic chords:

•  Intro/Verse: Em – C – G – D

•  Pre �Chorus: Am – D – Em – G

•  Chorus: C – G – D – Em

•  Bridge: Am – G – F – G



These chords repeat in a predictable pattern, which is perfect for beginners.

2. Understand the Key Signature and Tempo

The song is in key of G major, which means the key signature has one sharp (F#). The tempo is approximately 72–

78 beats per minute, a slow and reflective pace. Set your metronome to 75 BPM to start practicing, then adjust as

you feel comfortable.

3. Break Down the Intro and Verse

Begin by playing the intro on your own hand. It’s a simple arpeggio pattern that establishes the harmonic

foundation. Use your right hand to play the chord tones in broken form, and your left hand to play the root notes.

Practice the following pattern:

1.  Right hand: G–B–D (G major triad) arpeggiated.

2.  Left hand: G on the beat.

Repeat this for each chord in the verse. Pay attention to the rhythm: the chords change on the downbeat of each

measure.

4. Master the Chorus and Bridge

The chorus introduces a lift in the melody. Here, the right hand plays a simple melodic line that follows the vocal

phrase. Use the following steps:

1.  Identify the vocal melody notes. For example, the line “Say something to me” corresponds to the notes 

G �B �D �G.

2.  Play these notes in the right hand, keeping the left hand on the chord root.

3.  Focus on phrasing—let each phrase breathe.

The bridge offers a subtle shift. It often uses the chords Am, G, F, and G. Notice how the melody moves more

chromatically; practice these notes slowly before speeding up.

5. Practice the Right �Hand Melody

Once you’re comfortable with the chords, isolate the melody. Play it with your right hand only, keeping the left hand

on the chord root. This will help you internalize the melodic contour and improve finger independence.

Use a metronome to keep a steady pulse. Start at 60 BPM, then gradually increase until you reach the song’s

tempo.

6. Add the Left �Hand Accompaniment

When you can play the right �hand melody confidently, add the left hand. The left hand should provide a steady

harmonic foundation. Try playing the root notes on the downbeat and a simple bass pattern on the offbeats.

Example:

1.  Measure 1: Left hand G on beat 1, D on beat 3.

2.  Measure 2: Left hand C on beat 1, G on beat 3.

7. Combine Hands and Add Dynamics

Now that you have both hands working, practice the full piece. Pay special attention to dynamics: the song starts

softly and builds to a crescendo in the chorus.

•  Use piano (soft) for verses.

•  Gradually increase to mezzo �forte during the pre �chorus.



•  Reach forte in the chorus to convey emotional intensity.

Dynamic contrast is what makes the piece feel alive, so don’t be afraid to experiment.

8. Tips for Beginners and Advanced Players

•  For beginners: Focus on chord accuracy before adding the melody. Use a metronome to keep time.

•  For advanced players: Experiment with voicings and inversions to add color. Try a pedal effect for a dreamy 

sound.

•  Record yourself and listen back to spot timing or dynamic issues.

•  Practice in sections, then gradually combine them.

•  Use a piano that allows you to hear subtle nuances; a digital keyboard may lack the depth of an acoustic 

piano.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced pianists can fall into pitfalls when learning this song. Here are the most frequent mistakes and

how to fix them:

•  Overplaying the left hand: Keep the left hand simple; avoid unnecessary embellishments that clutter the 

harmony.

•  Skipping rests: The rests are integral to the song’s pacing. Play them exactly as written.

•  Ignoring dynamics: A flat dynamic line makes the piece sound lifeless. Use the dynamic markings as a guide.

•  Rushing through the bridge: The bridge is the emotional peak; slow down to capture the nuance.

Alternative Arrangements and Covers

“Say Something” has inspired many artists to create unique piano arrangements. Here are a few you might enjoy:

•  Armin van Buuren’s trance remix – A synth �driven version that adds a dramatic piano line.

•  Acoustic guitar to piano adaptation – Focuses on the chord voicings used in the original guitar version.

•  Classical crossover – Incorporates a string quartet accompaniment.

Exploring these variations can give you new insights into the song’s harmonic possibilities.

Resources for Learning “Say Something” on Piano

Below is a curated list of resources that can help you master this song:

1.  Official Sheet Music – Purchase from Musicnotes or Sheet Music Plus.

2.  Video Tutorials – YouTube channels such as Piano Lessons On The Web and Piano with Jon offer 

step �by �step videos.

3.  Apps – Apps like Simply Piano or Yousician provide interactive lessons and real �time feedback.

4.  Practice Books – Look for collections of popular piano covers, which often include this track.

5.  Community Forums – Piano World and Reddit’s r/piano are great places to ask questions and share 

progress.

Conclusion

Learning how to play “Say Something” on piano is an attainable goal for anyone willing to invest time and patience.

By following the step �by �step instructions above, you’ll build a solid foundation in chord voicings, melodic phrasing,

and dynamic expression. Remember that the song’s power lies not only in its technical simplicity but in its ability to

convey raw emotion. Practice slowly, pay attention to detail,
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