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How to Make Mod Podge: A DIY Guide to Your Own Craft Glue

When it comes to finishing and sealing your favorite craft projects, Mod Podge has long been the go to product for
artists, hobbyists, and DIY enthusiasts alike. Its versatility—glue, sealer, and finish all in one bottle—makes it a
staple in every craft kit. But what if you could create a custom, cost effective version of Mod Podge right in your own
kitchen? This guide walks you through the process of making your own Mod Podge, offering step by step instructions,
tips for customizing the finish, and ideas for everything from wood projects to fabric embellishments.

What Is Mod /Podge?

Mod Podge is a brand of PVA (polyvinyl acetate) glue that serves three primary purposes: it bonds paper, fabric,
and other porous materials; it seals surfaces to protect them from moisture and wear; and it provides a glossy or
matte finish depending on the product line. The original Mod Podge formula is a clear, fast drying adhesive that can
be mixed with water to achieve a thinner, more fluid consistency. While store bought Mod Podge is convenient, its
price and limited customization options can be a drawback for those who want a more personal touch.

Why Make Your Own Mod /Podge?

Creating a homemade version of Mod /Podge offers several advantages:

e Cost Savings: A single bottle of commercial Mod /Podge can cost between $15 and $25, whereas the
ingredients for a homemade batch are inexpensive and can produce multiple gallons.

e Custom Finishes: You can adjust the gloss level, add color or scent, and even tweak the drying time to suit
specific projects.

e Eco Friendly Option: By sourcing natural ingredients, you can reduce the environmental impact of your craft
supplies.

e Control Over Quality: You know exactly what's in your glue, eliminating concerns about additives or allergens.

Below, we'll walk through the materials you'll need, the step by step process, and how to tweak the formula for
different finishes.

Ingredients You'll Need

PVA Glue (White Glue)

The backbone of your homemade Mod /Podge is a high quality PVA glue. Look for a clear, non acrylic, all purpose
glue that dries to a smooth finish. Common brands include PVA White Glue, Elmer’s Glue-All, or any other 100%
PVA product.

Water

Distilled or filtered water is ideal to avoid mineral buildup that can affect the drying time or finish. The amount of
water determines the viscosity of the finished product.

Glycerin (Optional)

Adding a small amount of glycerin can increase flexibility and reduce brittleness, especially when sealing wood or



other porous surfaces.

Food Grade Colorants (Optional)

If you want a tinted Mod Podge, use non toxic, food grade dyes. A few drops will give a subtle hue without
compromising the adhesive properties.

Essential Oils or Fragrance (Optional)

For a scented version, a few drops of a craft safe essential oil—such as lavender or citrus—can add a pleasant
aroma.

Equipment and Workspace

e Large Mixing Bowl: Preferably glass or stainless steel to avoid reaction with the glue.
e Measuring Cups and Spoons: Accurate measurement ensures consistency.

« Stirring Stick or Whisk: A plastic or wooden stirrer works well.

e Spatula: For scraping the sides of the bowl.

e Sealable Container: A 1 liter or 2 liter plastic bottle with a screw on cap.

 Labeling Supplies: Permanent marker and paper for labeling the bottle.

Set up a clean, well ventilated area. While PVA glue is generally safe, it's best to avoid breathing in any dust or
fumes if you're adding essential oils.

Step by Step Instructions

Step 1: Prepare the Base

Measure out 1 cup of PVA glue and pour it into the mixing bowl. This will be the foundation of your homemade
Mod /Podge.

Step 2: Add Water

For a standard Mod Podge consistency, add 1 cup of distilled water to the glue. Stir slowly to avoid creating bubbles.
The ratio can be adjusted: more water yields a thinner, more fluid adhesive, while less water creates a thicker, more
robust sealant.

Step 3: Optional Additives
At this point, you can add any optional ingredients:
« 1 tablespoon of glycerin for flexibility.

e 3-5 drops of food grade dye for color.
e 2-3 drops of essential oil for scent.

Stir thoroughly to ensure all additives are fully incorporated.

Step 4: Test the Consistency

Dip a small piece of paper or a disposable card into the mixture. If it flows smoothly and dries clear, the consistency
is good. If it feels too thick, add a splash of water; if it's too runny, add a little more glue.

Step 5: Transfer to Storage

Using a spatula, carefully pour the mixture into the sealable container. Leave a small headspace to allow for
expansion during drying. Seal the bottle tightly to prevent air from drying out the glue.



Step 6: Label and Store

Label the bottle with the date and any notes (e.g., “Glossy Finish, 1:1 PVA:Water”). Store in a cool, dry place away
from direct sunlight.

Step 7: Let It Set

Allow the mixture to rest for at least 24 hours before using. This helps the ingredients fully combine and eliminates
any air bubbles.

Customizing the Finish: Glossy, Matte, and Satin

The beauty of a homemade Mod /Podge is that you can tailor the finish to your project’s needs. Here’s how:

¢ Glossy Finish: Use the base recipe with a 1:1 ratio of glue to water. No additives are necessary. The higher
glue content yields a shiny, reflective surface.

e Matte Finish: Increase the water proportion to 1.5 cups per cup of glue. Alternatively, add a small amount of
cornstarch (1 teaspoon) to absorb excess shine.

e Satin Finish: Blend equal parts of the glossy and matte recipes, or add a few drops of a satin finishing spray
after sealing.

Test each variant on a scrap piece of the material you plan to use to ensure the desired outcome.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Glue Sticks or Gels Instead of a Liquid

If the mixture feels sticky or clumpy, you may have added too much glue or insufficient water. Add a splash of water
and stir again. If it still doesn’t flow, start a new batch with a fresh ratio.

Surface Cracking After Drying

Cracks often result from the glue drying too quickly or being too thick. Ensure you're using a balanced ratio and
consider adding a tablespoon of glycerin to improve flexibility.

Uneven Finish on Wood or Fabric

Unevenness can be due to improper application. Use a fine brush or foam applicator and apply in thin, even layers.
Allow each coat to dry fully before applying the next.

Safety Considerations

While PVA glue is generally safe, it's still important to take basic precautions:

¢ Ventilation: Work in a well ventilated area, especially when adding essential oils.

¢ Allergy Awareness: Some individuals may be sensitive to dyes or essential oils. Perform a patch test on a
small area before large scale application.

¢ Clean Up: Wash brushes and tools with warm soapy water immediately after use to prevent the glue from
drying on them.

Creative Uses for Homemade Mod /Podge

Wood Projects

Seal and finish wood surfaces, from small picture frames to furniture. The adhesive bonds wood fibers, while the
sealant protects against scratches and moisture.



Fabric Embellishments

Attach decorative elements—such as sequins, beads, or paper cutouts—to fabric for quilts or clothing. The glue’s
flexibility keeps the embellishment secure without cracking the fabric.

Paper Crafts
Use it to adhere paper to paper or paper to cardboard. The finish can be glossy for photo albums or matte for
journals.

Glass and Crystal

When used sparingly, Mod Podge can seal glass surfaces and protect against dust. For a more durable finish,
consider a specialized glass sealer.

Mixed Media Art

Incorporate your homemade Mod Podge into collage, decoupage, or mixed media paintings to create a cohesive,
sealed surface.

Storage and Shelf Life

Proper storage is key to maintaining the quality of your homemade Mod Podge. Keep the bottle in a cool, dark
place, and seal it tightly after each use. Under optimal conditions, your homemade Mod Podge can last up to 12
months. If you notice any separation, simply stir the mixture before use.

How Does Homemade Mod /Podge Compare to Store Bought?

Commercial Mod Podge offers consistency and convenience, but it comes at a higher price and limited
customization. Your homemade version allows you to:

e Adjust the ratio for faster or slower drying.
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